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Complaint Form 
FD-71 (Rev. 7-21-67) 


NOTE: Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder. 
Indices: □ Negative □ See below 


Subject's name and aliases jf/ 

RUSSET,T. CHARLES JSmANS; 

Character of case 

1 

AF0 

LT. BIA - 

complainant Criminal 

/ 

Investigator, BIK 


Complaint received 

□ Personal jX] Telephonic Date ^ 77/7 5 Time 5*1 0pm 

Address of subject 

#1: Pine Ridge, So. Dakota 
#2: Rosebud, So. Dakota 

Complainant's address and telephone number 

Fort Yates, North Dakota 

701-85^-2332 


Race Am# Sex 

#1 Indian 


•§ Age 
a 


rXl Male 
| | Female 


Height 


Weight 


Complexion 


Description Subject Nol 2 : 
American Indian male born 


Facts of complaint 


Subjects confronted Lt.| BIA Police Officer, Cannon Ball, 

North Dakota, on North Dakota Jiignway 1806, approximately 1 mile south 
of the Cannon Ball River, near Cannon Ball, within the exterior bound¬ 
aries of the Standing Roc k Sioux Indian Reservation, during the after¬ 
noon of 6/7/75. When Lt.| placed both subject's under arrest for 

violation of Tribal Code Section 8.17d, both subjects resisted, opposed, 
impeded and interfered with IJiJ —, while in the performance of his 

official duties, forcing Lt J J ~To physically dubdue both subjects. 
During the encounter, Lt. | service revolver accidentally dis¬ 

charged and the projectile entered MEANS buttock. MEANS liras treated at 
the U. S. Bublic Service Hospital at Fort Yates and was then transferred 
to St. Alexius Hospital at Bismarck where he is currently a patient. 


Prosecution authorized by AUSA|_ 

violation 18 USC 111. Complaint file 
U. S. Magistrate HARRY .1—PEARCE, Bis 
forwarded to DUSM Bisma 
by AUSA $5,000 ca^ri or surety each su 


Bitmapck. ND. for 

.t filed bv SA | 1 I before 

E, Bismarck, and warrant issued. Warrants 
Bismarck, all on 6/8/75. Bond recommenced 
ach subject. 


Feloy warrant also issued charging MEANS with Assault at Fort Ricdj 
Morton County (not on Reservation;. State warrant not to be executed 
until subject released from hospital, in approximately 3-5 days. 

Fort Rice incident preceded captioned offense by several hours. 


2 - Minneapolis 


gp- 2> /-/ 


SEARCHED 


JuDEXLD. 


Action Recommended Q & A 



GPO : 1970 O - 402-736 






PSmOSQB. FBI 
* % 

SAC* HBOSttG] 

* 

RTI^g?g?.T. ^^a*- ^ 


SAC* MISO&2AF0L3S (39~SE&> (?) 


* 


<* . 
AFO 

r«A * 


BSSSSU UiTl 


f£XAK AFFAI2S <SX& 


Btag8La."HSAKS, 




arrestsO W SIA 5 Fit;' IM3s*,BO£2E BAKOVA, JdIS ?* * 
1-975 3 BBR2BQ EASJjS SV882B&,' F&lOWIHG ASSASJX& SB*. BBS A307S OTTOTtrALS 


ACAUfST. SS7mi BAB PAfB0!l$ Alt. Ft* 30B3I BIOS, HOEtOK COSStr, HOKtH 

pAEQLA, A2- AFPfiQiaiAmX f'"2*30 P*H** ; OTS £ f« 197?* HuSSSLI* MS^fS- 

>_ - i*-“ : r - r J . ^ ^ ^ ^.. k b6 i.Xji' 

obsarTa^ at- BAR'¥XtH 30-30 rifts*' : ’ : , . .*?/ . ••' b7c -■■ | 


,»•/ 


b7C C~.‘.: 

SB$-ASSM5& At -FOHt .RIGS OCCURRED OH 8S&2S LOT ABU HQRtOlf'•'' 
„CCTj*2T AtJimOBItlSS■-HAYB ' 1330©' Sm&HT WAEHAHTS &&BG2H& ALL ^%2iratild 


•IS CUSTdD£:$m 



*«.****. < 
■* ft-, . * 

';-f »* . -<• 


-. **>,» 
r OJ/Cq 1 


£L; tBsciaass!?. teo^-HAcs. W. p& &s&stims 

■ ssoss-I ndian gsswiiibs^^Rct Hj^matsas it’FOfit xasgau:>liFotxdsf. 

IeSPQHBISG to A sis® FOR AgSXStASGE FHOk H0EE3S 


: OFFICER. 


, ' * -..v 
11* • m *~r 


(SOWS AUTH0RIII33, LOCATED Tmi&Ms OH SHE BBSBEFAIIOH BHLXgTED 


£9?0L7SS^2S Tit3 RAH ASSAULT.' AS X 


'MISS 



















IHBSISEHD AW ASSISTED BX BUSSELL M3AHWI KA3 FOBOSDbvc 

r » ^ 

te 20 tTSJS A SHOT QXm TO PREVENT OTHER PEOPLE PBSSHTII FSOH XHT3B?BSIJi&* ! 

l 2 _: , 

a*ew his rsvolvs? ASP PuBXNC- AH SNSBOT STHUGGLB BMESST 


HEAHS AHD 


SERVICE BWOLYSE A£<3SSH3&LIS 


DSsGHABO® STEISIHG,MEANS IW THE ByTTQCS, ftg&RS IS HCSpIXALS® sM GC0B 
CONDITION FOB. QY3HBIGHT OBSERVATION AT PORT Y.4TS3* BUSSELL MEANS WAS 
ARRESTED OH THE TRIBAL OFFENSE 0? BBlHG INDICATED OK THE .HIGHWAY:* THE 


OTESH INDIVIDUALS ABBEST50 wEHB ALSO OEAR0S2SE WITH TRIBAL OFFENSES ABIE- 
288 OOT 0? TES S &B3S IHCffiEM?. ^ ^Hk 

„ ., Ausil I Biaiiaos, $Qmi„%zxisi,lrS &32m jb3 

fn j7T~*L-. . - ^'-/A }}!).> ■ r j.. j-mj i jui. __ Ar*- . ,-> £ *^**^^£§0 ■A/^ry fif***^ 


■fiU-L 






w/mYfS/fjtiBm 



"V^A, 1,.1 J -»— - S» < 

ftf&rf tryv ’ /VWM jvZ&^i.T/ZS 

—-^tn^ j “ 


J& 6DBJ3CX3 ABB' AHS8XCAK - INDIANS * 




BATES OF BIRTH HOT AVAILABLE FQ q 

rmssTiokTim oomimtim 



FOBT SICS 
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FD-340 (REV. 6-24-68) 


b6 

b7C 

File (US. _ ■ 


Da 

F 

__ 

g- •) 0 <T_ 



u.x .d.£.. 



(ADDRESS OP CONTRIBUTOR) 

i asisc^ i Ax. 


By-J 


To Be Returned □ Yes Receipt given □ Yes 
EhNo QJJIo 

Description: 


tfaj (2mmUI \f\j\jz-gUvL .O Ijjdj-rzf 

-l^S h S' Ujul44s U $ fiC- / 


//f(5 


i 








. - 4 ,r: :i \ \ 


i w u:cj vso :■: vr cis X v a? .fs i ;? 

IN THfc CASt.OP ' ■ ' — ~ — 


Ai ?♦ ; 


LlUflUt. . ■ •_—_ ys. Russell, Charles. 

Means? Thomas Richard Poor Bear 


Southwestern Division 
District of North . Dakota 


Bismarck# North Dakota 


LOCATION NUMBER 


34101 



PERSON REPRESENTED {Show you* full ivimr?) 


DOCKET NUMBERS 


KuaselL Charles Means. 


1 (X 0*l*nriant — AcUril 


2 □ Defendant — Juvcnlt* 


Magistral*- 

2 - 75 - 21 M 


3 11 Appellant 


X felony 


CHARCE/OfFENSE (<lesgrlb« tl & ch^ck hoi ) v 

Resisting#impeding# and interfering.wi^h/c^Elcer 


ioifirict Covirf 

; 4 t D Probation Violator Jf *’ F** ? 

5 D Phfol« Violator UNITED $T7 t3»7 r 

6 o Petitioner P^JCT 0r ^ 

7 cvaite,.t,,o 0 . r - J 


in performance of official duties. 


18 USC 111 


8 ;G MbibmsI Witnata 


9 □ Othor (Sp«cdvf_ 


JUL2 



•• ' Z*:'-- T O •X^r( ON^MEG/\H0mq ■ ASHtity TO 

't'f ■ I Are you now employed? □ Yes. fyffoo.□ Am Self £r; ,ptoydd'"’ 


• •'«:. iiiViPLOY- 

.i? ■.- 


IF YES, how much do you ' 


‘it or, cte rii 


■:<:> folENT 


earn per,month? $_ 


Are you now employed? C.) Yes. Wno .□ Am Self Erv.ptoyo^' ’ fK \ ; 

Name .and address of employer; AIM . (a/o &M1P&V , sA77cJaj)M 

j IF YES, how much do you )F NO? givtNfOpnlh aiirj ycai of last ernp loy ihont : 

earrt per month? $ _ Hdw much aid you o«un pet month M O. 

If married is your Spoiise «mi'>ioyed?‘^fe^Ye*i QNo :r? ’? " ' ‘ : j - 

. \F y YES, how much does your M a:mino» under age- 2), what \s you* ,>, 

. Spouse earn per month _-_:i Paten ts'or Gnarifipn T s »pproxiriiatn monthly income $ • . . 




ij OTHER 


Move you.rei;eive<i within Ihepast 12 months any income fronva business, profusion or other form ot soh-omplpyj*cnt, or in the 
form of rent payments# interest, dividends/retirement or annuity payments, or oti8<?r source? f3 Vbs 


RECEIVED 


ASSETS 42 INCOME yes# give the amount 1 

iia RECEIVED * IDENTIFY , 




RECEIVED SZtOENTIFY $ 
THE SOURCES 



U CASH Have yOii any cash on hand of money in savings or checking account [Sres Dno IF YES, suits totai amount 

" • -tJ -^- U/ - ■■ --------i—:- • ••; •---^-■ 


•W-ssa- 


i'-M ■ 

• •• : i PRDP- 

•.•: / T;j .• •- 


bo you own any Veal estate, stocks, bonds, noteS^rftomobiles, or other valu«ih2e property (exciudincj ordinary 

household furnishings and clothing)? □ Yes \S No / 

VACUE ■; ■ DESCRIPTION = ! r'":-! 


; / ..g ERTY 

7 . | ' 

,v 4 


IF YES, GIVE VALUE AND- 


v-,. 


DESCRIBE IT 


t.J Z 


<r ~—t 


■■ -T' ‘ ." t ; : 

T-.V DEPENDENTS 


iMAMI I AI. M /vnii. 


i; j r 


Totil 
No. ol 


Lisvpersons you ociuully support ami yom ir;l.it»ooship to tlii.-nr 


I IvtAKmi f) 


& DEBTS 


’ , I I ... J VV F L 

obligations:-] , r 

V DEBTS A ••• Y^.Lh? 

: :« 0 NTH|.Y ■j.-i'-''; 

JI’-'BILLS ' Z'w' J ■' '•? 


J WIHOWLD 


_i 


. 0 .1 

-II C r £ (• 


Mi Mi'S 1»IV V.'ityt* 


y \i f/s► i i mi in 
< ii[ l n >Mi - 


-. 1 M, 

• U.z 


i. * 



•r $ ' 


^iGNATUi<r; pr dfJ\vNDant : I.. 

iljlt PI. I CM rN-td'PPI Vyji'l l;V >) . it’ 


tyii'ii'j// lhi./ 1 ->(/vr' \p \Jh Lori oc L 


■...;•__ \ t 

T:--T v/it-i ijc-'/r.: \ g",: as x-Xa'c >• 

.{. ■■■::;:> u4\ K-'M.-.- a--: t/; 5 ..- - :/ r 



. Li.;;/:;-; iXTHis.AFn^A /rr i>E Tunis,-.. vU,£ 










FD-340 REV. <6-24-65) 


File No. MP 89-231 


Pate Received 3 / 16/76 


From 


Lt. of Police 


-(NAM£ 

DF CONTRIBUTOR) 


Bureau of Indian Affairs 


(ADDRESS OF CONTRIBUTOR) 


Cannon Ball, North Dakota 


STATE) 

CIAL AGENT) 


To Be Returned | | Yes Receipt Given 

tu¬ 

[x~] NO 

rn 

Description: 


One 38 caliber cartridge, 

silver 


colored jacket, copper colored 
"bullet. 


TH crw-ici ■Mr.n « 


fr *1 tro r\ tpl 

~w 


1 


USSBLL CHARLES 
MJEAJNS, 3/1 ^76, at'Bismarck, HD, 
pursuant to request of USA, Fargo, 
ND. 








FD-340 REV. (6-24-65) 


File Wo , M t 
Dater■“* 


Frond 




2^£TL^~2 L 


(NAMK OF CONTRmU T OR) 


fa.O, 


vr i i vrvi ♦ > 

. i/kU ('c j4 ta (_M iar 1 />cc U&zpi kh 

% (ADDRESS OF CONTRIBUTOR) 

W l Vv)/1 &ArcJi _ hi <\ f\rt 


b6 

b7C 


To Be Returned 


ascription: 


□ 

0- 


Yes Receipt Given 


□ 


No 


Yes 


No 


'K.CtA 




t- /? /'7F , ^ 
<•» h hs< 













(Sign and date at end of narrative) 


HISTORY OF PRESENT ILLNESS: The patient was brought in by a police car after 
sustaining a rmnshrvt- wound. Initially he refused to be seen, that he would 
only let the examine him. He was brought to the 

jail and after being there a short approximately two hours he agreed to be exa¬ 
mined in the hospital after he said he had increasing pain. At all times he 
wascoherent, oriented as to time, place and person and seemed quite rational. 

On coming to the hospital the second time, he complained of burning epigastric 
pain but appeared quite comfortable in no distress. He even joked around a 
little bit. He also complained of slight pain over the exit and entrance points 
of the bullet wound. He had no abdominal pain other than what has been previously 
mentioned. He said the epigastric pain he had had before and that he had had a 
history of ulcer disease which he said was documented by an Upper GI Series. 

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION: He was in no acute distress. He was quite comfortable 
even taking time to joke around with tie a X-ray technician. Examination of the 
HEENT showed the following: the pupils were equal and reactive to light and 
accommodation. There was no icterus. There was no bruises or abrasions or 
bleeding points about the head or face. The neck was supple. The chest showed 
the lungs to be clear on deep inspiration. The heart had a sinus tachycardia. 

The abdomen showed no organomegaly or masses. There was no tenderness or re- 
bound tenderness, no bruits, no guarding, voluntary or involuntary. The bowel 
sounds were active. He did have some slight swelling over the left flank and 
posterio^Llieum. Extremities were within normal limits. All pulses were pre¬ 
sent, equal and good. There were no bruits over any of the pulses. Examination 
of the back showed an entrance wound of the bullet over the left posterior ilieum 
with an exit point over the area of the left flank. There was no bullet pal¬ 
pable and the line of the exit and entrance points were rSg u t nh Aa. - It would seem 
that the bullet had passed through without penetrating the*abdomen. His vital 
signs were pulse 108, respirations 22, blood pressure 150/100. 

The impression initially was superficial gunshot wound to the left flank, rule 
out possible intra-abdominal injury. 


LABORATORY DATA: Hematocrit taken on admission showed this to be 41%. Urinalysis 
was negative for blood. Abdominal X-rays, flat plate were within normal limits. 
There was no evidence of any bullet in the abdomen. On the flat plate of the 
abdomen there was some bulging of the left flank and soft tissue injury, site at 
the site of the path of the bullet. X-rays of the pelvis was negative for 
f --- . ■ - « '« dence again of the bullet. TO BE CONTINUED 

hheets of this form (Standard Form 502) If more space Is. required) _ 


[ NO. I ORGANIZATION 


16/9/75 


Ft Yates Service Unit 


L)LN I 1HU I 1UN wrrr ui wmri n entries give: Name—last, , 
middle; grade; date; hospital or medical facility) 


MEANS, Russell 

Fort Yates IHS Hospital' 


T. 6/9/75 te 


WARD NO. 


NARRATIVE SUMMARY 
Standard Form 502 
502/108/02 


KEEP ATTACHED TO EXH1' 


PHS INDIAN HOSPITAL 

F0i<7 YAVtiS,.- 


5353*1 

IW- 







Circular A 32 



(Sign and date at end of narrative) 


At about this time I phoned Dr. \ a thoracic surgeon, in Bismarck 

and described to him my findings! He concurred that this was probably a 
superficial wou nd and he s uggested just local wound care and observation. 

I spoke with Dr. | | of the possibility of injecting the wound with 

dye to determine whether or not there was dye in the intra-abdominal cavity 
and he felt that this was not necessary-. He was familiar' with the tests but 
usually did not do it. 

b6 

At about 9:00 PM the patient was beginning to have more abdominal pain. He b7c 
was complaining of this, this was over the left flank. The left flank had 
increased in size and there was a new area of ecchymosis over the exit point. 


PHYSICAL EXAMINATION at this time showed the vital signs to remain stable. 
Chest showed the lungs to be clear. The heart was still normal sinus rhythm. 
Examination of the abdomen showed the presence of left upper quadrant tender¬ 
ness which had not been present on his initial physical examination. 

In vew view of the location of the bullet wound exit point in the left flank 
high’up close to the area of the spleen and the new development of left upper 
quadrant tenderness in this pati ent. I felt that injury to the spleen could 
not be ruled out. I spoke to Dr. again in Bismarck and he concurred 

that possibly a shock wave injury to tne spleen could have occurred and he 
suggested that in view of this to make the patient NPO, start him on intra- 
id therapy and transfer him to St. Alexius under the care of Dr. 
Patient was then transferred to the St. Alexius Hospital. 

FINAL DIAGNOSIS 5 Gunshot wound to left flank 



acts oj this jorm (Standa rd Form 502) if more space Is required) 

-1 DA te "1 identification no.] organization" 


16/9/75 

FAim.ni a lunniii' i twiuLin i»u i u. ,,l entries give: Name last} 

middle; grade; date; hospital or medical facility) 

. MEANS, Russell 



1 L U J. V*. 

ter no._ I 




Fort Yates J.HS Hospital 


iiLe_Unit_ 

WARD NO. 


NARRATIVE SUMMARY 
Standard Form 502 
502/108/02 


T. 6/9/75 te 502 / 108/02 

PHS INDIAN HOSPITAL 

FORT YATES, DAKOTA 5853S 






FD-340 REV. (6-24-65> 


File No. _ 

Date Received_ 

From_ 

(NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR) 


(ADDRESS OF CONTRIBUTOR) 


TATE) b6 

_ b7C 

VL AGENT) 







[tjii 


(NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR) 



To Be Returned □ Yes 

Receipt given □ Yes 

©-No 

©No 

Description: 

a _ 


b3 


pt<D 











NR005 KP CODED 

1:00 AM SENT ON 6/8/75 NITEL JUNE 7* 1975 DCW 
TO DIRECTOR 

* 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS C89-NEW) CP) 

RUSSELL MEANS; LT. BUREAU OF 

INDIAN AFFAIRS CBIA) | | aFO; OOg MINNEAPOLIS, 

RUSSELL MEANS, | | 

AND | ~| AHRESTED BY BIA, FT. YATES, NORTH DAKOTA* 

6/7/75, DURING EARLY EVENING, FOLLOWING ASSAULT BY THE ABOVE INDIVIDUALS 
AGAINST SEVERAL BAR PATRONS AT FT * RrCE,fll ORTON COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, 

AT APPROXIMATELY 2:30 PM, JUNE 7, 1975* RUSSELL MEANS OBSERVED AT b6 

b7C 

BAR WITH 30-30 RIFLE. 

THE ASSAULT AT FORT RICE OCCURRED ON STATE LAND AND MORTON COUNTY 
AUTHORITIES HAVE ISSUED FELONY WARRANTS CHARGING ALL THE INDIVIDUALS 
IN CUSTODY WITH ASSAULT. ' 

THE ARREST TOOK PLACE IN NORTH DAKOTA ON THE STANDING ROCK SIOUX 
INDIAN RESERVATION, AGENCY HEADQUARTERS AT FORT YATES. BIA POLICE 
OFFICER 1 RESPONDING TO A REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE FROM MORTON 

COUNTY AUTHORITIES, LOCATED VEHICLES ON THE RESERVATION BELIEVED 
INVOLVED IN THE BAR ASSAULT. AS LT« | | aFPRQACHED, RUSSELL MEANS 

STOPPED LT.I IvHO WAS ACCOMPANIED By| I BIA RADIO 










PAGE TV/O MP 89-NEW 
DISPATCHER, WHOM LT< 



RUSSELL MEANS WAS JOINED BY 
BECAME BELLIGERENT AND THEN AGGRESSIVE, LT, 


AND BOTH 


PLACED 


UNDER 


ARREST FOR THE TRIBAL OFFENSE OF BEING INTOXICATED ON THE HIGHWAY, 

_ RESISTED AND WAS ASSISTED BY RUSSELL MEANS,. | | WAS 

FORCED TO USE A SHOT GUN TO PREVENT OTHER PEOPLE PRESENT FROM INTER¬ 


FERING, LT, 
BETWEEN LT. 


DREW HIS REVOLVER AND DURING AN ENSUING STRUGGLE 


MEANS AND 



SERVICE REVOLVER 


ACCIDENTALLY DISCHARGED STRIKING MEANS IN THE BUTTOCK* MEANS IS 
HOSPITALIZED IN GOOD CONDITION FOR OVERNIGHT OBSERVATION AT FORT YATES. 
RUSSELL MEANS WAS ARRESTED ON THE TRIBAL OFFENSE OF BEING INTOXICATED 
ON THE HIGHWAY. THE OTHER INDIVIDUALS ARRESTED WERE ALSO CHARGED WITH 
TRIBAL O FFENSES ARISING OUT OF THE SAME INCIDENT, 

AUSA BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, ADVISED ON 

6/7/75 THAT HE WAS WITHHOLDING PROSECUTIVE OPINION ON AFO CHARGES AT 


THIS TIME AND WILL RENDER A DECISION MONDAY 6/9/75. HE ALSO ADVISED 
THAT MORTON COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA AUTHORITIES SHOULD PROCEED WITH 
LOCAL ASSAULT CHARGES, SUBJECTS BEING TURNED OVER TO MORTON COUNTY, 
NORTH DAKOTA AUTHORITIES 6/8/75. 






PAGE THREE MP 89-NEW 


ALL SUBJECTS ARE AMERICAN 

INDIANS,[ 


WAS BORN 





AND 


DATES OF BIRTH NOT AVAILABLE FOR 


AND 


investigation continuing, 

ALL SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLY ARMED AND DANGEROUS IN 
VIEW OF RUSSELL MEANS POSSESSION OF A 30-30 RIFLE AT FORT RICE, 

NORTH DAKOTA, ON JUNE 7, 1975. 

END 


-i 


TMA ACK FORONE FBIH0 CLR 









NR PIU M P COOED 

9:30 PM NITEL JUNE 9,1975 MRH ' , 

TO DIRECTOR 

FROM MINNEAPO LIS CS9-231) CP) __ 

RUSSELL MEANS; LT. 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS CBIA) AFOj 00: MINNEAPOLIS. 

COMPLAINT AUTHORIZED AND WARRANT ISSUED ON MEANS AND_ 

MEANS TAKEN' INTO CUSTODY THIS DATE AND IS UNDER GUARD ST. ALEXIS 
HOSPITAL, BISMARCK, N.D. , BY U.S. MARSHAL. MEANS IN SATISFACTORY 
CONDITION AND WILL APPEAR BEFORE U.S. MAGISTRATE WHEN ABLE. LOCAL 
WARRANTS CHARGING MEANS AND OTHERS WITH ASSAULT NOT EXECUTED AS YET. 

FBI IDENTIFICATION DIVISION REQUESTED TO FURNISH MINNEAPOLIS 
UPDATE IDENTIFICATION RECORDS OF RUSSELL CHARLES M EA M S, FBI NUMBER 



FACSIMILE. 


BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED. 
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

END 





HOLD 










FD-65 (Rev. 7-9-73) 


Director, FBI 

Att: Special Investigative Division 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS ( 89 - 231 ) <P) 


Caution 

Place of Birth 


BUREATJ OF wmm 
AFO 

00 i MlffiTEAEOLIg 

MK FI Name 


Eye Color EY 

Bro\ra _ 

Scars, Marks, Tattoos, etc. 


Hair Color 

HAI FBI No. 1 -rur- 

Black 



6 / 9/75 

S fc | Initial Submission 

| j Supplements FD-65 dated_ 

I | Photograph not needed 

Indicate following: 

< | Extremist (Black) b 

I | Extremist (White) b 

I I Rev. Act. 

I j Other Security background 
j fcH None of these 

II N AM I Sex SEXlRace RAC 

] M 1 

7 Birth rw.p DO \ Height HGT Weight WGT 

5 * 11 ” 175 

' -1 Ul | 5Kin Tone SKFn 


NCIC Fingerprint Classification 
Operator’s License Number 


FPC Other Identifying Number 
OLN Operator’s License State 


"OLST Year Expire 


offense charged off Assault o£ a Federal Officer _ 

U. S. Code, Title and Section TltlO 18 * SOCtlOP lll» CodQ 

Warrant Issued By TfABftY PEARCE. II - S.M ar dStratO nn 0 / 8/75 


Date PBV or Bond Default Case Referred to Office___ 

Miscellaneous Including Bond Recommended 

Bond reeonnondeel $ 5,000 cash or surety 
ARMED MID DANGEROUS 


)W |F. 0. File # OCAI 


MIS I Fingerprint Classification (Henry System) 


LICENSE PLATE AND VEHICLE INFORMATION 


License Plate Number 

LIC State 

1 


LIS Year Expires 

LIY License Plate Type 

LIT 

Vehicle Identification # 

YIN Year 

VYR Make 

VMA Model 

VMO Style VST Color 

- - S*. n. 3- 

ved 


Aliases 


Additional Identifiers 


entered ni 


b/r/?' 
—- 
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PRESS RELEASE 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
June 9, 1975 


The FBI announced today that RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, 
age 35, was taken into custody today at Bismarck, North Dakota, 
on a charge of Assaulting a Federal Officer. 

JOSEPH H. TRIMBACH, Special Agent in Charge of the 
Minneapolis Office of the FBI, advised that MEANS, who has been 
residing in Bismarck, North Dakota, was charged in a complaint 
authorized by the U. S. Attorney at Bismarck on June 8, 1975. 

MEANS is alleged to have resisted arrest by PAT KELLY, 
Lieutenant of Police, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Cannon Ball, 
North Dakota, while Lieutenant PAT KELLY was in performance of 
his official duties on June 7, 1975, near Cannon Ball, North 
Dakota, on the Standing Rock Indian Reservation. MEANS is 
alleged to have jumped in front of Lieutenant KELLY*s moving 
police vehicle, forcing Lieutenant KELLY to stop; and, when 
MEANS and THOMAS RICHARD POOR BEAR were arrested by Lieutenant 
KELLY for violation of Tribal Code (intoxicated person on the 
highway), POOR BEAR and MEANS resisted, opposed, impeded, and 
interfered with Lieutenant KELLY and forced Lieutenant KELLY to 


physically subdue them. 

CD" 8 9 -New 
1 - 66-355 Sub A 
1 - Each Supervisor 


3 1 - 23 /- / 

.o.'- > - _ - 





According to Mr. TRIMBACH, in the ensuing scuffle, 


Lieutenant KELLY*s revolver discharged accidentally, striking 
MEANS in the lower back. MEANS will appear before a U. S. 
Magistrate at Bismarck, North Dakota, as soon as feasible 
pending further prosecutive action. 

A warrant has also been authorized by the U. S. 
Attorney, Bismarck, for the arrest of THOMAS RICHARD POOR BEAR, 
age 20, Rosebud, South Dakota, who is alleged in the same 
complaint to have interfered with Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Police Lieutenant PAT KELLY. 
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The following FBI record, NUMBER 877 277 C f j s furnished FOR OFFICIAL l’l'?. Cr'LY. 

Inrormation shown on this identification Record represents data furnished FBI by Fingerprint co;:i\ 

WHERE DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE OR DISPOSITION IS 
DESIRED, COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 

NAME AND NUMBER 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

Police 

Department 

San Leandro 
California 

Russell Charles 
Means 11046 

t 

March 9, 
1957 

Police 

Department 

San Leandro 
California 

Russell Charles 
Means ■11046 

/ 

April 26, 
1958 

J 

Police 

Department 

Los Angeles 
California 

Russell C. 

Means •• ". ' 

LA 467 708-M 

January - 
18, 1959 

Police 

Department 

Los Angeles 
California 

Russell C. 

Means 

LA 467 708-M 

December 
19, 1959 

Police 
Department 
Inglewood • 
California 

Russell Charles 
Means A-23264 

June 4, 
1960 . 

Police 

Department 

Oakland 

California 

! Russell Charles 
Means 155819 

September 
9, 1962 

Police 

Department 

San Francisco 
California 

Russell Charles 
Means 180373 

! 

October 
27, 1962 


CHARGE 


DISPOSiT!.*:K 


Petty Theft and 
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($10.00 bail 
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drunk - - 
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211 Penal Code 
(robbery) 
booking 001537 
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Penal Code 
under the 
influence 
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suspicion 
Section 245 , 


15 days 
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•suspension 1 1 
year 
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1962 

[discharged 


Penal Cotig RCHED 
(Assault 
a deadly 


..INDEXED- 


|SBSfetfdEP^_ FILED, 
weapon) 

_ 
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The following FBI record, NUMBER 877 277 C , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. 
WHERE DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE OR DISPOSITION IS 
DESIRED, COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 
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FINGERPRINTS 

NAME AND NUMBER 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

CHARGE 

■ DISPOSITION 

Police 

Russell C. 

April 10, 

enroute to Los 

"April 11, 

Department 

Means 180373 

1963 

Angeles 

1963 

San Francisco 

t. 


California 

Delivered on 

California 



(Section 270 

charge of 


/ 


Penal Code 

H-23221 


... 


omit to' provide 

enroute to 




for a minor 

Los Angeles 


* 


child) 

California 





(Section 270 



f 


Penal Code) 

Sheriff’s 

Russell Charles 

April 12, 

Failure to * 


Office 

Means • 

1963 

provide 


Los Angeles 

B-961126 




California 



} 

* 


Police 

Russell Charles 

April 1, 

no arrest 


Department 

Means 180373 

1964 

probationer from 


San Francisco 



Los Angeles 


California 

. u.' 

* 

County 

fingerprinted 
in compliance 
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with Case Record 
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\ 

.'keeping as per 



i 


Section 1203.10 
Penal Code' 

. (Section 270 
Penal Code) 


Police 

Russell C. 

September 

Disorderly 

$100.00 and 

Department 

Means 19389 

26, 1965 

Conduct 

30 days 

Rapid City 




suspension- • 

South Dakota 

» • s , i 
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oh ..floater 

** 
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The following FBI record, NUMBER 877 277 C ' * ■ , Is (furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

!^T c at ^c/„ h 's enfification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. 

IS NOT aHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE OR DISPOSITION IS 
DESIRED, COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 
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United States 
Marshal 
Minneapolis 
Minnesota 
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* t • 

' t 
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18 United States 
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Installation 
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Department 
Washington DC 

Russell Charles 
Means * 
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Unlawful Entry 
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Resisting Arrest 

To County 
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South Dakota 
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SDak 

Russell Charles 
Means 

8410-1495 

4-5-73 

burg 8 larc impede 
Fed officers 
during civil 
disorder-consp 

A Fed Off-poss 
unregister 
firearms-arson 


USM 

Phoenix Ariz 

Russell 

Charles Means 
6816- P (c) 
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4:20 PM URGENT 6-10-75 JMJ 
TO DIRECTOR 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (89-231) (P) 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; 

LIEUTENANT I 

00: MINNEAPOLIS. 


BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 


AFO; 


REMPNITELS TO THE BUREAU DATED JUNE 8, 19 75, AN-D JUNE 9, 19 75. 
MEANS AFFORDED HEARING BEFORE. U.S. MAGISTRATE, BISMARCK, 

NORTH DAKOTA, JUNE 10, 1.975 AT 11:00 A.M. AND ORDERED- RELEASED BY 
U.S. MAGISTRATE HARRY J. PEARCE, ON $5,000 UNSECURED BOND. MEANS 


HAS DEMANDED PRELIMINARY HEARING. 


UNITED TRIBE’S 


EMPLOYMENT TRAINING CENTER, BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, WAS | 

FOR MEANS AT HEARING. ACCORDING TO DEPUTY U.S. MARSHAL 

I ATTORNEY, IS ALLEGEDLY ARRIVING BISMARCK, JUNE 11, 


19 75. 

MORTON COUNTY WARRANT OF ARREST CHARGING MEANS WITH ASSAULT, A 
FELONY, WAS SERVED ON MEANS AT 4:30 P.M., JUNE 9, 1975; BOND 
RECOMMENDED $25,000. HEARING NOT YET SCHEDULED. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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Transmit the following in 


Via TELETYPE 


CODE 


Date: 6/10/75 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

_ URGENT 

(Priority) 


FROM 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (89-231) (P) 


RUSSELL. 
LIEUTENANTf 
MINNEAPOL1ST 


IEANS; 

BUREA 1 



REMPNITELS TO THE BUREAU DATED JUNE 8, 1975 AND JUNE 9, 1975. 
MEANS AFFORDED HEARING BEFORE U.S. MAGISTRATE, BISMARCK, 

NORTH DAKOTA, JUNE 10, 1975 AT 11;00 A.M. AND ORDERED RELEASED BY 
U.S. MAGISTRATE HARRY J. PEARCE, ON $5,000 UNSECURED BOND. MEANS 


HAS DEMANDED PRELIMINARY HEARING. 



UNITED TRIBE'S 


EMPLOYMENT TRAINING CENTER, BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, WAS^ 
FOR MEANS AT HEARING. ACCORDING TO DEPUTY U.S. MARSH Alf 


ATTORNEY, IS ALLEGEDLY ARRIVING BISMARCK, JUNE 11, 


1975. 


MORTON COUNTY WARRANT OF ARREST CHARGING MEANS WITH ASSAULT, A 
FELONY, WAS SERVED ON MEANS AT 4:30 P.M., JUNE 9, 1975; BOND 
RECOMMENDED $25,000.' HEARING NOT YET SCHEDULED. 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


Minneapolis 


E<=)- <3 3/-// 

:• /'t. -.-Js'L__ 


Approved: 


-«s2 o 


.M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


* U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1969 0 - 346-090 (11) 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
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BISMARCK, N.D., (AP) — A 
federal warrant was issued Mon¬ 
day for the arrest of American In¬ 
dian Movement (AIM) leader 
Russell Means, hospitalized in sat¬ 
isfactory condition in Bismarck 
with a pistol wound in the Stom¬ 
ach. 

The United States attorney’s of¬ 
fice said the warrant alleges 
Means "did resist, oppose, 
impede and interfere with Pat 
Kelly, a lieutenant of police of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs in Can¬ 
non Ball, while Kelly was in per¬ 
formance of official duties." 

A similar warrant was issued 
for Thomas Richard Poor Bear, 
21, Rosebud, S.D. 

The hospital said Means had re¬ 
quested no incoming telephone 
calls and was not available for 
Comment. “ ( - 


The charges stem from an inci» 

' dent Saturday near the Cannon-' 
j ball Bridge in northern Sioux' 
County, N.D., in which'Means was 
shot in the abdomen, authorities 
said. , 

Henry Gayton, special Bureau 
of Indian Affairs officer, said 
Means was shot during an alterca¬ 
tion ' involving other AIM mem-. 
bers, Means and Kelly. 

However, Means contended the 
BIA report was "completely erro- 
’neous." I-Ie said he was shot by 
Kelly's son, a radio dispatcher 
and jailer at Fort Yates. 

Gayton said Kelly shot Means 
when the officer's gun accidently 
a discharged during a scuffle with 
■ AIM members. 

■j "In the scuffle, his gun dis- 
J charged," Gayton said. "It was m 
accident." _ • s> 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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Edition: Morning 

Author: 
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Character: 
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SEARCHED. 
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ICS U S charge of the Twin Cities office*# 

™>™ News Serves 'ggKtXSS? Sg“j 

Kellv's revolver discharged accii.- ■ 
The FBI said Monday that Ameri- ^ en / allv striking Means in the low- 
can Indian Movement (AIM)-leader ° hack" 

Russell Means was shot in the back e 

by a Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) wh cont acted by the Minneapo- 
officer Saturday. The FBI said the }£ Tribune yesterday, the U.S. at- 
shooting was an accident.- torney in Bismarck, N.D., David Pe¬ 

terson, declined to say where the; 
BIA officials had said Sunday that bullet had entered Means's body. i 
Means was shot in the abdomen ■ * 

during an altercation with BIA Po-. "if it entered from the back, that" 
lice Lt. Pat Kelly near Cannonball, would not make Kelly's story less 
N.D:, on the Standing RockReser- believable,” he said. “Did you ever 
vaticn in the south central part of think that in a scuffle the officer's 
the state. Means claimed he was gun might have gone off while it 
shot in the back by Kelly's son, was in the back of the suspect?" I 
1? /ho was with his father during the 1 

incident. . ; Officials at St. Alexius Hospital in 

- * (Bismarck, where Means was listed 

Meanwhile, Means was placed un- |in good condition, refused again 
der arrest because he allegedly “did -yesterday to-say where the point 
resist, oppose, impede and. inter- of entry was. , ■ ; ' - 


:ere“ with Kelly “while Kelley was 
in the performance of his duties." 


U.S. Marshal Walter Link closed 
Means's hospital room to reporters 
and visitors. 


BIA officials claimed Means was ana visitors. 

shot in the lower abdomen when J . , ., , . * . 

Kelly's pistol accidentally dis- Lin ^ sai ^ ^is was ^. on ® m r K 
charged during a scuffle between' , j? s . sen . th , e u ch A nCe a l Ve «rt?iJh ht 
Kelly and Means. Means claimed.he ; ^ lclt Y J 1 }, the ^f. ans cas ,f> ™ 


ct UCLWCCil " . . .. 

. Means claimed.he ; bcity in the Means case, which he 

. . . . IflUnln/I "o enneintro Anfi 


was shot while trying to break up a 
scuffle between the elder Kelly and 
Tom Poor Bear, who was with 
h^eans at the time of, the incident 
arid also was arrested yesterday. - 


In* a'release yesterday, Jo¬ 
seph Trimbach, special agent in 


■ labeled “a sensitive one. 

\ ■ * 1 V 

k Means, in a hospital interview be¬ 
fore the banning of visitors, said 
national AIM was calling for a 
}:•• full-scale federal investigation'll: 
| into the circumstances surrounding 
his shooting, which he labeled ail 
^“assassination attempt.” 



(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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BISMARCK, N.D. (UPI) - Rus¬ 
sell Means, American Indian 
Movement (AIM) leader, recuper¬ 
ating today in St. Alexis Hospital 
here from a gunshot wound, said 
he understood a federal assault 
charge would be filed against him ' 
in connection with an incident on 
the Standing Rock Indian Reser¬ 
vation Saturday. 

Means and Bureau of Indian Af¬ 
fairs (BIA) police gave conflicting 
accounts of how the shooting oc- ? 
cjirred, and whether Means was ■ 
sjjot in the hack or abdomen. Doc- j 


tors declined to say. ’ i 

A BIA criminal investigator said 
Means, 37, was shot in the abd&-; 
men by a BIA police officer after 
Means and a group of some .20. 
AIM members accused the police." 
of harassing the group. . 

But the wounded AIM leader 
said he was shot by the police offi¬ 
cer's son, and that the bullet en¬ 
tered his back just below the lung. 
Means said he hoped to clear iip. 
the assault charge. . . 
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I. RUSSELL MEANS 

v 

BIA says shooting 
Means 'accidental! 

V 

BISMARCK, N.D* (^-American 
Indian Movement (AIM) leader 
Rusj^ll Means is in satisfactory 
condition in a Bismarck hospital 
with ^ a gunshot wound suffered 
duripg an incident on Standing 
RoefcReservation* Bureau of Indi¬ 
an Affairs (BIA) officials said 
Sunday. 

Tlie BIA said Means; a key fig¬ 
ure in AIM's 71-day occupation of' 
Wounded Knee* S-D., in 1973, was 
accidentally shot In the abdomen 
■Saturday, by a bureau police offi¬ 
cer, LL Pat Kelly, 45. 

Means says the BIA report is% 
"completely erroneous," and that v 
he was shot by Kelly's son.. * 

Henry Gaytom special agency 
officer, said the AIM leader was 
shot- during a scuffle involving 
Meahs, other AIM members and j 
Kelly, when the officers 1 gun acci¬ 
dentally discharged* 

"In the scuffle his gun dis- 1 
charged/' Gayton said* "It was an 
accident/ 1 |j 

"The incident occurred near thl 
Cannonball Bridge in Sioux Coim| 
ty, officials said. ^ . ¥ 
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By RANDY FURST 
Minnepolis Star Staff Writer 

American Indian Movement lead¬ 
er Russell Means, hospitalized at 
Bismarck, N.D., with a bullet 
wound in his abdomen, charged to¬ 
day that the Bureau of Indian Af¬ 
fairs (BIA) had engineered the 
shooting to run him off the Stand¬ 
ing Rock Indian Reservation. 

Means said he was shot in the 
back, then taken to jail where he 
bled for two hours before he was-* 
moved to the St. Alexis Hospital. ' 

The BIA claims that Means was* 
?hot accidentally during a scuffle^ 
Saturday. 

Means was charged in Bismarck 
*|oday with assaulting a federal of¬ 
ficer, the BIA said. The charge was 
filed by the Federal Bureau of In¬ 
vestigation. 

‘ The U.S. attorney’s office in Bis- 
mark said today it has issued a 
warrant for Means’ arrest 

The warrant alleges Means ’’did 
resist, oppose, impede and inter¬ 
fere with Pat Kelly, a lieutenant of 
police of the. Bureau of Indian Af¬ 
fairs in Cannon Ball, while Kelly- 
was in performance of official 
‘duties: 11 - * ' * 

- MEANS SAID in a telephone in- ‘ 
terview with the Minneapolis Star 
fodav that he was "weak.” The 
hospital said that he was in "sat¬ 
isfactory condition" but did not 
know when he would be released. 

Means' and the BIA account of 
the shooting differ sharply. 

. The BIA said that Means was 
being sought in connection with an r 
Assault on two persons in a bar ear- 
~:ier in the day.' " « 

& The BIA said that Means was[; 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

\ shot by Lt. Kelly, 45, during W 
scuffle involving Means, other AIM: 
members and Kelly on the Stand*- 
< ing Rock Reservation. 

CALVIN YELLOWROBE, BIA • 
criminal investigator, said in a 
phone interview that the shooting' 
was accidental and occurred after 
Kelly tried to break up a fight that 
Means had started. 

Means claims, however, that 
Kelly stopped the car he was driv¬ 
ing in, and "grabbed the driver of 
the car, Tom Poor Bear, by the hair 
; and started pulling him around." - - 

* Means said he got out of the car, . 
with other AIM m 7 embers, to t 
"break up the scuffle" when he 1 

! was shot. ’ - 

Means says he was shot by ; 
Kelly's son, not by Kelly. Means 
; said the BIA was claiming Kelly 
did the shooting because his son 

* ' was not authorized to carry the * 

gun, let alone shoot it. . 

: Means said he did not assault 

* anyone in a bar nor was he in a, 
bar. "The BIA made that up to dis-j 
credit anything I have to say to the ^ 
press, and make it seem that what- 
ever incident I'm in has something ^ 
to do with a bar," Means said. : 

Means said that he has applied < 
for a job to head a youth ranch on j 
the . Standing Rock Reservation, 
and the "BIA has been putting t 
pressure on the tribe not to hire" 
me. ,r He said the BIA threatened to r 
get the ranch’s federal funds cut i 
., off. 

The BIA said today that there J 
was no truth to the story that Kel-! 
ly's son had shot Means or that the > 
BIA had started the fight. 

■ A BIA spokesman also denied 
1 that the agency had attempted to . 
stop the reservation from hiring ; 
Means. * ’ , ~ » ' 

"I'm not lending any dignity to 
that story," a BIA spokesman said. * 

Means was a leader of the 1973 
seizure at Wounded Knee, S.D. 
r Charges against him and Dennis 
> Banks, another AIM leader, wer<3 

* dropped. after a-nine-month trials 

'fe last year in St. Paul.* - ; Jp 
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Russell Means 


AM leader 
[gleans shot on , 
N.D. reservation' 

Bv Tom Davies 
Staff Writer 

American Indian Movement (AIM) 
leader Russell Means was listed in 
satisfactory condition. Sunday in a 
Bismarck,-N.D., hospital, recuper¬ 
ating from -a gunshot .wound he re- . 
ceived Saturday. •; 

That much everyone agrees on. 
However, Means's explanation _ of 
what happened—who shot him, 
where he was hit and why—dif¬ 
fered significantly from the ex¬ 
planation provided by Bureau of 
Indian Affairs • (BIA) officials on 
the Standing rock Reservation in 
south-central North Dakota. 

BIA officials said yesterday that 
Means was shot accidentally about 
4 p.tn. Saturday near the Cannon¬ 
ball Bridge on the reservation by 
BIA police Lt. Pat Kelly, 45. The 
BIA said Kelly's pistol discharged 
during a scuffle with—Means, hit¬ 
ting Means in the lower abdomen. 

Means said in an interview from / 
St Alexis Hospital in Bismarck- 
that he was shot in the lower bacfe 
by'Kelly's son. Means said that hd 


was shot as he was trying to break 
up a scuffle between the elder 
Kelly and Tom Poor Bear, a mem¬ 
ber of Means's party. 

In what BIA officials said might 
be a related incident, the liquor, 
store owned by the eider Kelly's 
wife was robbed and severely dam¬ 
aged by fire about 12 hours after 
Means was shot The body of a 
young man was found in the 
burned-out liquor store yesterday 
morning. 

A BIA official in Cannonball, N.D.* 

- said yesterday that one of two' 
juveniles allegedly involved in the * 
liquor-store incident was in cus- 
• tody. The other juvenile, the BIA * 
official.said, apparently was over-' 
come by gas fumes or smoke and 
was unable to get out of the burn-' 
ing store. .... 

The BIA official said the juveniles 
were from the Turtle Mountain Re¬ 
servation in north-central. North. 
Dakota. One of the juveniles, the 
official said, is the brother of one 
of the people arrested with Means- 
in the incident Saturday. ) 

The BIA explained the shooting thi$ •- 
s way: ' *. . • ♦ 

Means was wanted for questioning 
' in connection with an incident earl¬ 
ier Saturday in which two men 
claimed they were beaten by 
Means. Lt. Kelly was on patrol 
about 3:40, taking his son to work 
as a dispatcher for the BIA police. 

According to the BIA, Kelly saw a 
couple or cars and a pickup truck 
parked next to the Cannonball 
Bridge. As he passed the vehicle, 
Liie BIA said, IdCaliS SCiliChOW lliO- 
tioned for the car to stop. 

The BIA said Means then asked 
Kelly why the BIA police were har¬ 
assing him, * and words were ex¬ 
changed between Means and Kelly’s 
son, 

' At this point, according to the BIA;, 
Tom Poor Bear approached Kelly^j 
son, and Kelly drew his pistol. A 
‘ scuffle ensued, the BIA -said, bej 
tween Means and the elder Kelly/ 
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tftiring the scuffle, the BfA said, 
.Kelly's pistol discharged, sending a 
bullet into Means's abdomen, just 
above the hip. 

However, Means explains the 
shooting this way: 

Means said he was in a three or 
four car caravan Saturday after¬ 
noon on his way to do some roping 
and riding on the reservation. Kel¬ 
ly's vehicle met the caravan on the 
highway, Means said, and ordered 
it to pull off the road. 

In the ensuing discussion, Means . 
said, the elder Kelly got into a fight 
with Poor Bear, Means said he tried 
to break it up. 

’Tm trying to 4 get a job on a youth 
ranch up there," Means said from 
his hospital bed yesterday, "so I 
didn't want any trouble. I tried to 
break it up, and that's when I was 
shot." * 


Means said he was shot by Kelly's 
son. "He shot me in the back," he 
said. "The first time I saw him he 
was standing with a shotgun keep¬ 
ing the others away from me." 


Means said the bullet entered his 
‘back just below the lung and came 
out near his hip. He said the bullet 
damaged part of his spleen, but no 
other organs. 



After the shooting, Means was tak¬ 
en to .St. Alexis hospital in Bis-* 
march, where he arrived about sev¬ 
en hours later. Hospital officials} 
said Means's wound did not require 
surgery to treat and that he was 
"doing pretty good," 


Hospital officials, however, were 
unwilling to discuss the nature of 
the wound. Neither the hospital stv-' 
pervisor nor the attending physic 
cian would say where the wounds 
entry was —Tn Means's back oj^ 
abdomen., . . w> ^ 


All a hospital spokesman \voul<f. 
say was that Means was "hit in th } 
flank area." 

Means, who expects to be out of 
the hospital in two or three days; 
said he was "a little weak and un¬ 
comfortable" but '‘all right" yester¬ 
day. His biggest worry about the 
wound, he said, was that it might 
leave him with a limp. 

BIA officials said Means still has to 
face charges stemming from the in¬ 
cident at Fort Rice, N.D., in which 
the two men were beaten. He is 
also facing four trials in Nebraska 
and South Dakota on charges rang¬ 
ing from rioting to being an ac¬ 
complice to murder. 

Recently, the codefendant i n the 
nine-month trial in St. Paul result J. 
ing from the 1973 occupation o; [ 
Wounded^ Knee, S.D., said he wai f 
"not going to do anything that 
jeopardizes my freedom anymore." 

Means said he wanted the job on 
the Standing Rock Reservation as 
executive director of a youth ranch 
for juvenile boys with behavior 
problems so he could help Indian 
people in one-to-one relationships. 

Means said the tribal people, and a 
majority o f the ranch's board bf, 
directors support him/but that the 
BIA is trying to dissuade tbpr 
from hiring hinv - x 1 f * 
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and warrant issued. 


Facts on which complaint authorized and other pertinent information about case: 


Lieutenant 


Complaint based on a statement by 
of Police, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Cannon Bail,'North Dakota, 
thai- nn .6/7/75, RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS inmned in front of 

moving | nnlinp vehicle forrin^_,_|to stop; and 

w,erR arre.stpd by 


MEANS 


when MEANS and 

]for violktiun on inoai uoae a.JL/li,[ 
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and 


resisted, opposed, impeded and interfered wEI 
while i n the performance of his official duties, and forced 

p o physically subdue them. The complaint further states 
the offense occurred at 


a 


point near Cannon Ball, N.D., on 
Highway 1806, within the exterior boundaries of the Standing 

p»»ir twk™ n- - 1 in Indian Country, and that 

BIA, Cannon Ball, N.D. is a material 


witness to the offense. 
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Complaint 


®ntt£b States* iBtetntt Court 

FOR THE 

SOUTHWESTERN DIVISION - DISTRICT OF NORTH DAKOTA 


United States of America 
v 

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; 
THOMAS RICHARD POOR BEAR 


Magistrate’s Docket No. 

Case No. 

COMPLAINT for VIOLATION of 
U.S.C. Title 1 8 , 

Section 111 


BEFORE. 


HARRY J 


. PEARCE 

-j 

Name of Magistrate 


Box *+00, Bismarck, North Dakota 

Address of Magistrate 


The undersigned complainant being duly sworn states: 


t 


That on or about June 7, , 19 75, at a point near Cannon Ball, No. Dak., 

on Highway 1806, within the exterior boundaries of the Standing Rock 
Indian Reservation, in Indian country, within the exclusive jurisd&pfo&on 
of the United States, in the Southwestern Division, 

District of North Dakota, 


CD RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, an American Indian male born 11/10/39; and 
THOMAS RICHARD POOR BEAR, an American Indian male born 12/11/5*+, 
did<*> 

resist, oppose, impede and interfere with PAT KELLY, Lieutenant of Police, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Cannon Ball, North Dakota, while Lt. PAT KELLY 
was in performance of his official duties. 


And the complainant states that this complaint is based on a statement by Lt. PAT 
KELLY, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Cannon Ball, North Dakota, that on 
June 7, 1975, RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS jumped in front of Lt. KELLY's 
moving police vehicle forcing Lt. KELLY to stop; and when MEANS and 
THOMAS RICHARD POOR BEAR were arrested by Lt. KELLY for violation of 
Tribal Code Section 8.17d, POOR BEAR and MEANS resisted, opposed, 
impeded and interfered with Lt. KELLY and forced Lt. KELLY to physically 
subdue them. 




And the complainant further states that he believes that Lt. PAT KELLY, Bureau of 
Indian’Affairs, Cannon Ball, North Dakota; and THEODORE PATRICK KELLY, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Cannon Ball, North Dakota, 


are material witnesses in relation to this charge. 

WILLIAM W. WILLIS Signature of Complainant. 
Special Agent, FBI 

Official Title. 

Sworn to before me, and subscribed in my presence,_____, 19.. 


HARRY J. PEARCE, 

(1) Insert name or accused. 

(2) Insert statement of the essential tacts constituting tlic offense charged. 


ffrtifcd Sfafe* Magistrate. 
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Character: 


Synopsis: 


ASSAULT OF A FEDERAL OFFICER 


RUS SET,T, CHART.ES MEANS, 
and I _ 


an Amer ican Indian male born 11/10/39, 


TSyf 


fan Amer ican Indian male born 
Lieutenant of Police, 


I were arresxea _ 

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), near Cannon Ball, North 
Dakota, on the Standing Rock Indian Reservation.— nn 6/7/7 
for violation of a tribal ordinanc e. MEft NS and| 
resisted arrest forcing Lieutenant^ 
subdue them. MEANS was shot in the 
when Lieu ten anti _ 


TeTT 


to physically 
side and buttock 


3 ’ 


On 6/8/75,| 
Bismarck—- 
and^ 


1 revolv er accidentally discharged. 

L Assistant U. S. Attorney, 
Nort h Dakota, authorized prosecution of MEANS 

| for violation of Title 18, Section 111, U. S. 
Code; and recommended $5,000 bond, cash or s uretv — for 


each 


defendant. A complaint was filed by SAl_ 

Jon 6/8/75, before HARRY J. PEARCE, UT^ 


. MflgigTrflt.fi 

msma rex. who issued warrants of arrest for MEANS ancj_ 

I I MEANS was placed under arrest by U. S. Marshal 

| | at St 0 Alexius Hospital,Bismarck, where MEANS 

was a patient, on 6/9/75. MEANS was released from custody 
on 6/10/75 by U. S r . Magistrate PEARCE on $5,000 unsecured bond. 
Preliminary hearing scheduled for 1:30 p.m., 6/19/75, U. S. 
District Court, Bismarck. MEANS taken into custody by Morton 
County, North Dakota, Sheriff LEO SNIDER, 6/10/75, following 
Federal release, for aggravated assault and battery; recommended 
bond $25,000. FBI Identi fication Records for MEANS, FBI No. 


877 277 C, and 
ARMED AND DANG. 


IR0US. 


] FBL 


No. 


set forth. 
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DETAILS: 


At Bismarck, North Dakota 
This invest igation was nrftdica.ted upon receipt of 


a telephone call from 


Special Officer, 


Bureau of Indian Affairs, Ft* Yates, North Dakota, at 5:10 p.m., 
on June 7, 1975, advising that RUSSEL L CHARLES MEANS had been shot 


b6 

b7C 


accidentally by Lieutenant 
Cannon Ball, North Dakota,'on June y , 197 5. when MEAN S had 


l Bureau of Indian Affairs, 

* r- _•?__ i.m A t_ j 


resisted arrest by Lieutenant 


Mr, 


"ladvised 

• - s a 


that other individuals were also in custody xn connection with 
the incident. * 


.- 3 - 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dale of transcription. 


6 / 13/75 


Rice Bar, Ft. Rice, 
Morton county, wen .uynuLu, provided the following 
information, commencing at approximately 6:45 p 0 m„, 

June 7, 1975, concerning ah incident which allegedly 
took place at the Ft. Rice Bar during the afternoon 
of June 7, 1975: 

At approximately 2:30 p.t»u, Cvb.T*', Jnn p 7. 19 75, 
three Indians r.ajpie into the St. Rice Bar where| | . 

_| One man came to the bar, and two 

sat at tables. Several more Indians then came into the 
bar. 

observed ! s tanding at 

one eru ui tne bar. RUSSELL MEANS came up to the bar and 

observed that MEANS was holding* a Sfr-wSfi rifle._ 

•rne Indians were looking fori 

.Buckhorn Bar, Mandan, North bakOta.- 

means was, tryin g to pl ac e a r o un d o f ammunition_ 

in the rifle and 


in the oar. 


|aad | _ | were customers 

mown Indian male began picking on 


|_ I came ar ound to the table area from behind 

the bar and I got hit with a rifle, but 

|did not actually observe the stri king. After 
a-everal Of the TnrHansi Up | they beat UP 

__ Igot a.wnv a.r>d~~Tvar)t. t.e rRnn rt. 

what hadhappened to| 

Ft, Rice Bar, and| | subsequently reported the 

incident to the Morton county Sheriff. 


.* Interviewed on_ 


6/7/75 


ol Ft« Rice, Morton County, Frlfi # MP 89-231 
■"■■■■ 1,1 Dakota 


SA’S 


..Dote dictated. 


6/11/75 


- 4 - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


'Date of transcription. 


6/13/75 


Indian Aridity U31AJ, Jb'orH 
"the following information: 


Special Officer, Bureau of 
tates, North Dakota, provided 


«. .. ♦ . ?: m * * June 7, 1975, a radio message was 

received at the Police Department, Ft. Yates, from the Morton 

mFam? Sh ® r;Lff s off ^ce, Mandan, North Dakota, that RUSSELL 
a of Indians had assaulted two persons at 

Fr. Rice, Morton County, North Dakota. The identities of the 
victims were not furnished by the Morton County Sheriff. 

3:5 ? Lieutenant BIA, observed several 

individuals, a pickup truck, and tkree other vehicles just 
south of t the Cannon Ball River, on the Standing Rock Indian 
eservation, that he considered were possi_h±mjpelated to the 
al leged offense at Ft Rice. Lieutenant! was 

& ...I whora Li^tenantf 1 :o assist 

mill ah uiiti o-xivesTigaTion 1 -c_f 


..t.- At 4:31 P*. 3 ?*» Lieutenant was stopped by RUSSELL 

* p J> who was st anding m the midale or the highway, south of 
® I— -1 residence in Sioux Conn tv . on the Standing 

iSSf 1 ! “S «*"* asked Lieutenant -Kl^ wagfedtP^ 

renlied . Nothing, what do you wan t E7 Tr f~__^_ tol d Lieut enant 

I We don’t want you harassing us^Lieutenant replied 

If 1 ™* harassing you. ‘ If I was harassing you, I'd W ove r P 
checking you out”. RUSSELL MEANS stated, ’'Check me out then.” 
_^^^ireplied, I ha ve no rea son to check you out”. MEANS was 
standing in front of | [ police vehicle. 


MEi 

replied, ” 1 ’n 

a bitch”. _ 

Lieute nant 

said4— n 


than ^Vp (3 | ] «^ 0 are you? ir I 

- 1 ! ♦ mtawa said, ’’You’re tone-h ESS oT - 

-i 1 1 hen sta rted toward so 

[grabbed him, | _ J resistea, and Lieutenant 

i re under arrest MEANS started towards Lieutenan 
said to MEANS, ’’You’re under, arrest, too”. 


Lieutenant 



point, others_i 

as Lieutenant 


'ANS ’ group began 
was holding on t< 


Interviewed on 


MP 89-231 


_Dote dictoled 


Ibis document contoins neither recommendofions nor conclusions ol Ihe Fb“. 5 II is Ihe property of the FBI end is looned to your ogency 
' ond ,ls contents ore ■ not to be distributed outside your ogency. 
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HP 89-231 


Lieutenant 
MEANS down 


drew his revolver and threw RUSSELL 


and in doing so, Lieutenant 


revolver 


A ii-irviNO cxi ivj. 5 ~ i 

discharged accidentally* The bullet apparently ricocheted 
off the highway surface striking MEANS in the buttock. 

MEANS the n refuse d to get in the police vehicle, 

~ I . ♦ t ry~t a trr* . J ^ 1 M ^ A 


requiring Lieutenant[ 
him in the vehicle. 


to pick up MEANS and place 


, , held off the rest of MEANS’ group w ith 

a riot gun dnd the group dispersed.^ Lieutenant[ 
transported 


knd MEANS to Ft. Yates and was followed 


there by the same group. 


from Dr. 


At ft;no n.m.. M EANS refused medical assistance 


at the U. S. Public Health 


XIVJiL UL • | I <-<■ ■- '-■“ w T ' * — - 

Service Hospital, Ft. Yates, North Dakota. MEANS stated 
he ^pnpiy p. treatment from his medicine man* stating 

I I _ - . • *11 _J _*1 J __u 

to Dr. 


[ 


that he knew his rights and could not 


he compelle d to receive medical treatment»—Special Officer 


J. J- V ---- 

]then instructed Lieutenant 


in the Ft. Yates jail. 


[to place MEANS 


P.USSF TT MEAH2_and 

born 


Taken in to BIA custody at Ft. Yates , besides 

lE_ 1 ' 


,who was 

Social Security Account Number 


following: 


] a resident of Rosebud, South Dakota, were the 


Minnes ota. torn f 
Number 


Blaine, 

] Social security Account 


United Trib p. Employment Trainin g 

Center, iksmarck. Nofth bakota , bornl __ 

Social Security Account Number T I " 


not further described; 



1 •not further described; 

^ * 

born 


and 


born 


b6 

b7C 
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HP 89-231 • 


Mr. 


Ldvised Complaints for presentation 


before the Tribal Court, Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, Ft.' Yates, 
North Dakota, had been prepared by the Ft. Yates Police 
Department, charging violtion of tribal code as follows: 


No. One 


Defendant 
Complainant 
Date of Offense 
Tribal Code Violation 
Charge 


RUSSELL MEfilS-. 

Lieutenant 
June 7, 1973 
Section 8.17D 

"Defendant did willfully and 
unlawfully, while intoxicated 
did stagger on to the highway 
into the driving lane." 


No. Two 

Defendant 
Complainant 
Date of offense 
Tribal Code violation 
Charge 


b6 

b7C 


Lieutenant 


Section 8.17D 

"Defendant did willfully and 
unlawfully, while under the 
influence of intoxicating 
substance stagger on the driving 
lane of a hiway." 


No. Three 


Defendant 

Complainant 

Date of offense I-- 

Tribal Code violation Section 8.6A. 

Charge "Defendant did willfully 

and unlawfully operate a 
motor vehicle in a reckless 
and careless manner by chasing 
a police unit on a emergency 
run, at high rate of speed." 


- 7 - 








MP 89-231 


No. Four 

Defendant 
Complainant 
Date of offense 
Tribal Code violation 
Charge 


Section 8.9 

"Defendant did willfully and 
unlawfully operate a motor 
vehicle and follow a police 
unit bumper to bumper at a 
high rate of speed." 


No. Five 

Defendant 
Complainant 
Date of offense 
Tribal Code violation 
Charge 


_| b6 

Section 9.37 b7c 

"Defendant did willfully and 
unlawfully resist arrest, 
when he was lawfully arrested, 
and refused to get into the 
police unit.- Subject was 
subdued by force, to effect 
the arrest." 


No. Six 

Defendant 
Complainant 
Date of offense 
Tribal Code violation 
Charge 



jeu cjLuii— wi*iiu -■ 

"Defendant did willfully and 
unlawfully interfer with 
the lodging of prisoners 
at Standing Rock Police Department. 
Advised the subject to leave 
twice. Subject refused." 


No. Seven 

Defendant 
Complainant 
Date of offense 
Tribal Code violation 
Charge 


SddTIOn 9T37 
"Defendant did willfully and 
unlawfully attempt to swing 'at 
this officer while I was advising 
the subject to leave the Police 
Department." 


- 8 - 
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MP 89-231 


No. Eight 
Defendant 

ComplainFARRELL EAGLEHAN 
Date of offense 
Tribal Code violation 
Charge 


• Section 9.3b ' 

"Defendant did willfully and 
unlawfully resist lawful 
arrest after he was advised 
that he was under arrest 
for disturbing the peace." 


b6 

b7C 


• The above complaints were to be heard by VICTOR 
PALMER, Tribal Judge, Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, Ft. Yates, 
North Dakota. 

RUSSELL MEANS was taken later to the U. S. Public 

a __ • . < *-•_«_ r r _ i __ ->4*ryinn4* Kl A 

Health Service 
Police Officers 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of transcription!. 


6/13/75 


Lieutenant 


Bureau of Indian Affairs 


/rv ^, „ v _ - _-| | V* ,* *««*.!.€* A A 

IBIA; Police Offitei-, assigned to the Standing Bock 
Indian Reservation, and a resident of Cannon Ball, North 
Dakota, provided the following information concerning 
his arrest of RUSSELL MEANS: 


Lieutenant! 
the arrest, to 

J2±_. pr* 


aaagsLdaj * a statement concerning 
Special Officer, BIA, 


and 


fgJ-ng interviewe d hv Sp ecia.1 Agents 


and Lieutenant 


statement was true and correct* 


f 


stated that 


Lieut enant|_ ^_ 

State Radio (MDRCD) request for assistance in locating 


added he had responded to the 
_ — a est for assistance in loc 
persons responsible for an alleged assault at the 
Ft* Rice Bar in Morton County, and that just south of 
the Cannon Ball River, on Highway 1806 on the Standing 
Rock Indian Reservation, RUSSELL MEANS had juamfid_jLn 
front of his police vehicle, forcing Lieutenan 
to stop. 


b6 

b7C 


Tribal 

grabbe 


When Lieutenant 
and RUSSRF.T. mzAiiscpniqgr 


placed 

Arrest 


tor viol ation q -P 
Lieutenant 


, resisted, _, 

^'f uea l I &y the shoulder and when RUSSELL 

and officers oegan moving towards him. Lieutenant! 

Li W _ V«T-». __„ JL L 






drew his revolver 
him. Lieutenant! 


-When RUSSELL MEANS advanced towards 
Jthrew MEANS to the ground with his 


. - - * I _ I --- WJ.hU JJL-LiO 

gnt hand, in mica he also was holding his police revolver, 

w«^ e ^ 0i ?^u CCidentally discharged and the bullet apparently 
bounced off the pavement striking MEANS in the buttock. 


RUSSEL L MEANS , refused to get up off the pavement 
had to lif t him up and plac e him in 
placed | [in the 


and Lieutenant 


the police vehicle w 

^ i v W I I *.WVtoVJ I 

police vehicle and both were *&ransport leu. to 


fates, 


MEANS' companions pursued the police vehicle, tail- 
gating it at a high rate of speed. 


Interviewed on_ 


6/7/75 


Ft, Yates, North D£ota 

at_1_Rile #. 


MP 89-231 


by. 


mis. 


11 - 10 - 


6/11/75 


_Date dictated. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


'■> L V 


Dole of transcription '-.!- 


6/13/75 


also known as 


Radio Operator, Bureau or maian Affairs, Ft. Yates, North 
Dakota, was interviewed at the Ft. Yates Police Department, 
commencing at 8:34 p.m., and he provided the following 
inf ormation: ! 


residence at cannon' 


Indian Affairs CBIA 
4:00 p.m., the time 
While en route. 


|was being driven to work from his 
Ball, North Dakota, to Ft. Yates, by 
Lieutenant of Police, Bureau of 
Tuna .7, 1975, shortly before 
was to repo rt for duty. 


heard a radio message 


.and LIEUTENANT . 

from State Radio (North Dakota Radio Communications Department) 
concerning an offense which took place at Ft. Rice, North 
Dakota, involving RUSSELL MEANS. The radio transmission 
indicated RUSSELL MEANS and others might be heading toward , 
the Standing Rock Indian Reservation. 


b6 

b7C 


Lieutenant!_ _ [ to assist 

him in checking out the state radio report and they drove 
toward the Sioux Uonn tv-Mor ton County line. As they neared 
the Cannon Ball River , | [ observed several vehicles parked 
in the ditch on the west side of the road a short distance 
south of the river. They drove across the Cannon Ball v 
Bridge, drove east one-half mile, and returned across the .«-■ 
bridge. As they drove by the parked cars, several people 
waved. .! 


Lieutenant 


and 


drove to the Cannon 


Ball junction and waited li) to ii> minutes. They returned - ■ 

to the location of th e narke d vehicles and all but one vehicle 
was gone. Lieutenant I | had radioed to Ft. Ya tes that 

he'was returning to that location. Lieutenantf~ 
around again at the Cannon Ball River, and as tr 
back south down Highway 1806 a perso n in a -rpd 
out of a black pickup truck. It was|_ 
and he said a "white guy" ha d pullec^ 

Ft. Rice. Lieutenant I l and 


Diiey ur 

gbTr»t 


turned 

ove 

ed 


Ball Junction and reported by raaio 


mea 


gun on his group at 
Ireturned to the Cannon 
Tto Ft. Yates. 


.. Interviewed on_ 


6/7/75 


k y SA'S 


nt Ft. Yates, North Dakota F n e # MP 89-231 

n ■ 

ii 


_Date dictated. 


6/11/75 
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HP 89-231 
'( 2 *) ' 

Ft. Yates radio instructed Lieutenant_to 

go back and find out the names of all the persons present 
at the location of the vehicles near the Cannon Ball River. 

Several vehicles were parked by the road when 

Lieutenant an d j^a thrived._ | RUSSELL MEANS jumped < 

out in fro nt: or ilie utenant police vehicle and_ 

stopped the l I RUSSELL MEANS asked Lieuten ant ! | 

why he was harassing them and Lieutenant replied 

that he was not. MEANS asked Lieutenant|_|why he 

did not check him out. 


RUSSELL MEA NS the n turned _ I a 

!’What 1 s you' re nam e?" replied, ' • 

then said td I "You're d tough son-of-a-bitch". 

did not reply: 


then scuJ 


and said. 



Lieutenant 


to h elpI 


several others came to help MEANS. _grabbed a shotgun 

from the police car and stopped the others from interfering, 
dhaa rd a shot fi red, but he did, not observe it being 


xxred. |_ 

stopped afte: 


then ran towardl 
:old him twice to 


•' LieutenantJ-,| placed |_ 

MEANS under arrest. had to forced 

into the police vehicle. Lieutenant 
RUSSELL MEANS into the police vehiclWr- 


but he 

"Ae would shoot him. 

and RUSSELL 

| at gun point 
lad to carry 


One of the MEANS' men tailgated Lieutenant! _| 

police vehicle all the way south to the Porcupine Bridge, 
where other BIA police officers intercepted them and placed • 
RUSSELL MEANS' companions under arrest. The vehicle behind 
the police car bumped into the police car several times while 
both vehicles were traveling at a high rate of speed. 

_ I described himself as having been born 

on | at McLaughlin, South Dakota, 5'll", 

15b pounds. He Has been R^idTo Dispatcher at the Ft. Yates 
Police Department since He resides at 

Cannon Ball, North Dako-rat 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


<**> 


Dote of transcription.. 


6/10/75 


Agency Special Officer, Bureau of 
(BIA), Ft, Yates, North Dakota, provided the 


Indian Affairs 

following information concerning injuries sustained by RUSSELL 
CHARLES MEANS on June-, 7, 1975, when accidentally shot by 
Lieutenant 


The projectile appeared to have entered the left 
front side below the rib cage above the hip c It traveled b6 

at a downward angle and exited at a point approximately b7c 

4-5” below the point of entry. It was a clean wound and it was 
difficult to identify entry and exit points. The wound appeared 
to be consistent with that which would be made with a ,38 caliber 
revolver. 


The above observations were made by Mr, 
he observed RUSSELL MEANS on June 7, .1975, at it. 


Kates, 


Iwhen 





Interviewed on.. 


by- 


SA 


6/10/75 o , Bismarck, North. Dakota Fi , e # 

-13- 


MP 89-231 


11 


.Dole dictated.. 


6/11/75 
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xrr 


by SA 


PROS ECUTION: FEDERAL 


The facts of this case were presented to 
Assistant Tf —S'. Attorney, Bismarck, Nort 


h Dakota, 
on June 7, 1975, and June 8, 1975„ 


On June 8, 1975, Mr» I I authorised nrnspr.nt.-inn 

of RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS and|| for 
violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 111, 
for resist jnr . opposin g, impeding, and interfering with 


Lieutenant 


Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 


Mr, 


recommended that bond be set at $5,000, cash or surety, fcJ 
defendant,, 


A complaint was filed by SA 


before HARRY J. 


b6 

b7C 


PEARCE, U. S : , Magistrate, Bismarck, Norm uaicota, on June 8, 

1975, charging violation of Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 111, 

’’That on or about June 7, 1975, at a point near Cannon Ball, 

North Dakota, on Highway 1806, with the exterior boundaries of 
the Standing Rock Indian Reservation,'in Indian country, within 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, in the Southwestern 
Division, District of North Dakota, RUSSELL CHARI .its means 
American Indian male born November 10. 1989: a mil_ 


122£ 

hi 


JUJLUU 


aia 
tenant 


November 10, 

an American Indian male born 
reaiat, oppose, impede, and interfere w 
of Police, Burea u of Indian Affairs, Canno’h Bail, Worth Dakota, 
while Lieutenant I I was in performance of his official 

duties. And the complainant state s that this complaint is 
based on a statement by Lieutenant Bureau of Indian 


vjiuiatxuu ui muai coag 


Affairs, Cannon Ball, North Dakota, that on June 7. 1975. 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS jumped in front o f Lieut^n antf 
moving police vehicle forcing Lienf,P-nnnt.[ 

MEANS and 
for 


were arrested 
Section 8 0 l7d, 


[ 


MEANS resisted, opposed, im peded an d interfered w 


]and forced Lieutenant 


Witnesses were listed as Lieutenan 


Jto stop; and when 
bv Lieutena nt 
and 
ant 



o physicall y su bdue them 1 ' 


BIA, both of Cannon Bail, JNorth Dak ota«, 


c 


and 


CHARLES MEANS an 


Mr* PEA RCE i<s<siiaH Wo-rvon+g n-p un rest for RUSSELL 


5 


on June 8, 1975, 


- 14 - 











RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS was placed under arrest on 
| ,Tlinp q — :La2 -5> at approximately 3.: 00 p.m. , by U. S. Marshal 

I-- Deputy U. S. Marshall _ I SA| 

_ and SA| dL 5T7 AliixiuU HOSpitil, 

Bismarck, North Dakota, where MEANS was a patient. 

MEANS was afforded a hearing before U. S. Magistrate 
PEARCE at St. Alexius Hospital on June 10, 1975, and MEANS 
was released on $5,000 unsecured bond. MEANS indicated he 
was residing at United Tribe s Employment Train in p- Cente r, 
Bismarck, North Dakota, withI —- 1 


PROSECUTION: STATE 

Sheriff LEO SNIDER, Morton County, Mandan, North 
Dakota,.placed RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS under arrest at approximately 
4:15p.m., June 9, 1975, for "Aggravated Assault and Battery", 
in violation of Section 12—26—10, North n aVnta rpn+nnv 
The .victims of th^ assault were listed as 

Bond was recommended at $25,000. 

Following release from custody of the U. S. Marshal, MEANS 

was taken into custody by Morton County authorities on June 10, 

1975. 


PROSECUTION: TRIBAL 

Agency Special Officer, BIA, 
on June 10, 1975, that persons 
Ft. Yates, North Dakota, on 
June 7, 1975, are scheduled to appear in Tribal Court at 
Ft. Yates, on June 13, 1975. 



charged with Tribal offenses at 
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FEDERAL #UREAU OF INVESTIGATION • 



REFERENCE: 

Minneapolis teletypes to the Bureau, 6/7/75, 6/9/75, and 
6/10/75. b( 

b’ 

-P- 

ADMINISTRATIVE : 

Fugitive form letter (FD-65) for 

submitted 6/10/75. I-1 

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS arrested prior to transcription of 
FD-65. Fugitive credit claimed. 

__ FBI Case Status Forms (FD-320) for and RUSSELL 

CHARLES MEANS, submitted to U. S. Attorney, Fargo, North Dakota, 6/8/75 


CON VI,C. AUTO. FUG. FINES 



ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED □ NONE ACO...T- caseh#SBEEN! 

| FINES I SAVINGS j RECOVERIES* | TALS ] 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR Q^YES R7] NO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MON THS CII YES [X) NO 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


3 - 'Bureau 


COPIES MADE: /1i/‘ 

3 -’Bureau 

1 - USA, Fargo, North Dakota 
1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
{ 4 )- Minneapolis (89-231) 


£ 9 _ 

" ... c 


FI- 


Dissemination Record of Attached 


Agency 


Request Reed. 
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FEDERALiBUREAU OF 



REPORTING OFFICE 


IttkftfllfifePCl&lilJll 


TITLE OF CASE 


REFERENCE: 


6/10/75. 


Minneapolis teletypes to the Bureau, 6/7/75, 6/9/75, and 


ADMINISTRATIVE : 

- Fugitive form letter (FD-65) for 

submitted 6/10/75. I- 

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS arrested prior to transcription of 
FD-65. Fugitive credit claimed. 

FBI Case Status Forms (FD-320) for and RUSSELL 

CHARLES MEANS, submitted to U. S. Attorney, largo, North Dakota, 6/8/75. 




1-MP 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED □ NONE l ACQUIT-i case has been: 

FUG. | FINES I SAVINGS | RECOVERIES | TALS | 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR QYES Rr]NO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS QYES jj&jNO 


APPROVED 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


COPIES MADE: 

3 - Bureau 


1 - USA, Fargo, North Dakota 
1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

3 - Minneapolis (89-231) 

yjCJ 


Dissemination Record of Attached Report 


Agency 


Request Reed. 
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(Mount' Clipping in Space Below) 

5 , was as he' tryingvto bireakl 

■ up a scuffle between- the eldtd 
jTKelly ahd Tom Poor Bear, a men h 
j *fcer of Means's party. 


iffMMr' :Tn what BTA. officials said might 
i ‘be a related incident, tlie ■ liquor 
..“i|dre owned 1 by the - elder. Kelly’s 
ll i p j..affBSmM 1 ■ 4 ^|ife Was. fobbed and' severely dairi- 

‘aged by fire about, 12 lioufs aftetf 
'Means was shot. The body of a 
4<£$pijfetlp : mMm I 1.3* u »g wan was found in-, the 
p: bltrned-out liquor store yesterday 

■■'v jabrning. . V; ; 

A BlA bfficfaf in Cannonball, N;D., 
m& = :•'•' '..: i jsaid yesterday that one of two 

. juveniles allegedly involved iii. -thfe 
I JiquortStore incident was 'in bus- 
i, V tody. The other jUvehile,. theiglA, 
Russeil Means SMB’' official said; apparently Whs over- 

f * 1 fchme by gas fumes or. Smoke 'gnd. 
i t n |i s __* __„ lav v Avas unable to .get out of the: bUfn-; 

VSM leader® • " :;.y 

i/Br\or»o The BiA official said the.’juveniles 

i/iUdl lO OllUtvll [ were from the Turtle Mountain Re~ 
k . ; ‘ : ~tr< ! . semtiott in horth-centfal North 

J n KOCQfVfatlAn'; Dakota, One of the juveniles, the' 
I^InL/a 1 ubt rlyVg MUl 1 official said, Is the brother of one 
l Tnm nwi.c Wp 1 of the people arrested with Means 

t?ssr mm& J *» *» &A* »«**». i 


AIM leaderj 
Means shot 


By Tom Davies 
Staff Writer 


American Indian.MOv^^^M)| «*-.«« CA *“* U1,W ~-- “T 

leader' Russell MeankgPjStda:.in| way * ‘ ' *. 

satisfactory wnditi^^ifflay > 'i|i a Means was wanted for questioning, 
Bismarck",. N.D.,- ho^pitm, recuper-j j n con nection with an incident earl- 
dt.ng from a gunshot, wound.he re-» i6j . Saturday in which- two. men 
ceived Saturday. v vS_ • 1 claimed they'were beaten by 

’ ..‘ .>• 1 Means. lit. Kelly was on patrol- 

That much;-jyyeryorjeagrees, pm; a bout 3:40, taking his son to work 
Howevefev^dSfc -explanation -of as a .dispafaief for the BIA police, 
what happened—who shot him, : ‘ ' , 

Where .h^a^^'^d -why-^if- According to the BlA^ Kdily saw a- 
fered Significantly ftom the «x- couple of cars, aiid a pickup truck 
pianatioii provided by Bqwautof parked nbxt to. the Cannonball. 
Indian Affairs "(BIA); offipjaJs .on Bridge. As he passed the vehicle,- 
the Standing Rock Reseryagmin the BIA said, Means somehow mo- 
south-central North Dakota' { ' tioned for the car to stop. i 


The BIA explained the shooting thi 
way: - . l 


BIA officials said yfestei’day Jthafc 
Means ‘was shbt accid^ntkifc about 
4 p.m- Saturday near K fch£ vannoh- 
ball Bridge ort the reservation hy 

i\i 

during ^scjrffle witHjyffeng^.pit- 
ting MjgrriS-d tfrhe lo wer^ouOmbri. * 

J\|eahs !qaid'«1h an inte:^^S-^rbm 
St Alexis Nospital in ijisrflarbk 
Mat hi^pfS^Shbtin'tha^loifr^bqg^- 
Jby Kelly’s son'. Means said'that he 


The BIA said Means then asked; 
Kelly why the BIA police were-har¬ 
assing. him, and' /wofds were ex¬ 
changed between Means and.Kelly'S 
son. / 

At this point;,according to the BlAij 
Tom-Poor Bear approached Kelly ® 
sonv and Kelly -drew, his pistpl. 41 
. scuffle , erisued, the.' BfA. said, 'bfe J 
• tween Means and the elder Kelly. , 
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By DAVID E. EARLY - | 

Minneapolis Star Staff Writer » | 

y 8 

Attorney William Kunstler says f 
he fears American Indian Move- | 
ment (AIM) leader Russell Means, f 
who was shot in a scuffle in North \ 
Dakota Saturday, could become a i 
target for assassination attempts. | 

In a press conference at Minne- \ 
apolis-SL Paul International air¬ 
port, Kunstler said he was return¬ 
ing to New York from North Dako¬ 
ta where he visited Means in the 
hospital. He made the trip,he said, 

"to ward off another Martin Luther 
King killing," 

"America has a legacy of dispos- , 
ing of political malcontents'by use $ 
of the executioner's bullet," Kun¬ 
stler said, "I made the trip to show ( 
how seriously this incident should * 
be taken. Russell is a ripe target 
for assassination. His life has lost 
Ml value," j 

* KUNSTLER ATTENDED a bond j 
hearing in Means* hospital room > 
where the AIM leader was released 
on a $25,000 personal recognizance 
bond. He is charged with assaulting 
a federal officer. < 

The stories surrounding the inci- : 
dent are "shrouded in mystery," 
said Kunstler* 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) says Means was accidently , 
shot in the abdomen during a strug¬ 
gle with BIA officer Pat Kelly on the 
Standing Rock Sioux reservation 
about 30 miles south of Bismarck. 

But FBI officials and Means' doc¬ 
tor say he was shot in the back . 
from a distance of more than 10 
feet. Means says that while he 
struggled with Kelly, the officers- 
son, Ted, shot him in the back. 

"I’m not saying this shooting 
was*"orchestrated or planned," Kun-^ 
filler said, "but this is part of the J 
payment of encouraging the outlaw - 
status of people like R u s s e 11^ 
gleans* • ’ - .♦ . ■ ^ * 








■ -.'mm 


Star Photo by William Scnmaj] 
ATTY. WILLIAM KUNSTLER!; 
: Taped Means interview | 
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n Kunstler said police in Bismarck 
slay so many calls threatening 
Ijtfeans' life have been received thfjt 
they offered to move Means to^a 
secret hospital location and guard 
his room until Tuesday when he is 
expected to be released. 

MEANS REFUSED and said 
members of AIM would guard him. 

Kunstler played a tape recording 
from a press conference held by 
Means yesterday in which Means 
said he had moved to North Dakota 
to avoid trouble but has been ar¬ 
rested twice and shot in the back^ 
since doing so. ' “ # 

n "Wherever I go, anybody thst 
fiills down and gets a bruise I czn 
get arrested for it," Means saidc n 
the tape. \ . -L \ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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date: 6 / 13/75 
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SUBJECT ganaSELL CHARLES MEAJ22 


' JJX.f 

ft -n 


"DXH - =f 

AFO- 

00: MINNEAPOLIS 


On 6/10/75,,_,_ 

was advised that a preliminary nearing ror 




GSA, Bismarck, 


means is scheduled in 
Bismarck on 6/19/75 in the f ederal building, probably in one of 
the two court rooms. I I telephonically ad vised Denver o ffice of 

the Federal Protec tive Ser vice (FPS), Captain 


837-36M+ or 351^* |^Vas-adyised of the 
at the federal building oy 

and recommended that the presence of a few uniformed FPS pers onnel 




ictentiai 

This writer talked to 


303- 

<55ZSfld_ai±|ia t ion 


could be a stabilizing factor the day of the hearing.| 
and stated his office would be in conatact later. 


agreed 


On 6/11/75,1 
telephonicaj 
situation. 

determined 'nne US* 6f manpower, and that he desired to be kept informed 
of events in Bismarck in order that ha conid determine the number of 



_ Investigator, FPS, Denver, 

cted the Bismarck BA and was advised of the 
ladvised that he would be the FPS officer who 


men if any were needed in Bismarck. | \ |was given the telephone 

numbers of the Burleigh County Sherirr's urrice and Bismarck Police 
Department along with the names of the Sheriff and Police Chief. 


On the above date, 


was contacted again and advised 


that his office planned tenatively to send five men to Bismarck oln 
6/18/75, but that was contingent upon the situation. He desires to 
be kept fully informed and advised of events that change the situation. 


2_=_Minneapolis 
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SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (89-231) (P) 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS 
LIEUTENANT | ~\ ] 

AFO. 00: MINNEAPOLIS 



BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 


RE MINNEAPOLIS REPORT OF SA|_| dated 

JUNE 13, 1975. 

_[VOLUNTARILY SURRENDERED TO U.S. 

MARSHAL, BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, EVENING OF JUNE 17, 1975, 


ACCOMPANIED BY 



UNITED TRIBES EMPLOY¬ 


MENT TRAINING CENTER, BISMARCK, AND IMMEDIATELY AFFORDED 
HEARING BEFORE U.S. MAGISTRATE HARRY J. PEARCE. PEARCE 
RELEASED )N $5,000 UNSECURED BOND AND APPOINTEI 


RELEASED|_|)N $5,000 UNSECURED BOND AND APPOINTED 

BISMARCK, AS 

PRELIMINARY HEARING FOR MEANS AND SCHEDULED 

FOR USDC, BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, 1:30 PM JULY 10, 1975. 

MEANS FREE ON $25,000 UNSECURED BOND ON MORTON COUNTY, ? 


Approved 


NORTH DAKOTA CHARGES AND PRELIMINARY HEARING SCHEDULED FOR 
JUNE 26, 1975 AT MANDAN, NORTH DAKOTA. ^ ^ 

FUGITIVE CREDIT CLAIMED FOr|_ | ^ 

r~"~ nr • : y/Vr > 

JLX Minneapolis, \a^T_ . . ^ A SearchQ<i-J=~* 


.M Per 


55e&| < w 


ISpeciar Agent in Charge 


w Indexed. 

r U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : ^969.0 - 346-tf 

(U :f/r m • ^ . 
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FROM MINNEAPOLIS (89-831) CP) 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS 


LIEUTENANT 


00: MINNEAPOLIS. 



BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 



RE MINNEAPOLIS REPORT OF SA 


AFO. 


JUNE '13, 1975. 


/OLUNTARILY SURRENDERED' TO U.S. 

MARSHAL, 3ISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, EVENING OF JUNE 17, 1975, ACCOMPANIED 
BY | | | UNITED TRIBES EMPLOYMENT TRAINING CINTER, 

BISMARCK, AND IMMEDIATELY AFFORDED HEARING BEFORE U.S. MAGISTRATE 


HARRY J. PEARCE. PEARCE RELEASED 



ON 35,000 UNSECURED BOND 


AND APPOINTED 


BISMARCK, AS 


PRELIMINARY HEARING FOR MEANS ANEM 


SCHEDULED FOR 


USDC, BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA, 1:30 PM JULY 10, 1975. 

MEANS FREE ON $85,000 UNSECURED BOND ON MORTON COUNTY, NORTH 

/ * , 

DAKOTA CHARGES AND PRELIMINARY HEARING. SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 86, 1975 
AT MANDAN, NORTH DAKOTA. 

' ' FUGITIVE CREDIT CLAIMED FOR | | 

ARMED AND dangerous*. • 
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^df^^i^^apparjsnQy ■ 


; B^ifeEuSseUvMea^^anc&lhe^’?;■ 
j ^ispiclon 1 ihai Jt 
linked to'arson'and deathTh aK.r 


«£s* 4 i£fcfrivir tsjx ^ and lmthe^fracas Kelly^s 


,.W|tn?/”|wsking;;-iiiiftoslng ? ^ for a man .with whom thei 
im^dipgv'andM jMeans party was acquainted,! 

a?fecferi&officer;' PaIp Kelj&'jj p'ort Yates officials said the 

:, :^?he:charge%fetent, Icddhthd) JMeans party included aj 
•epnonlralIs.aiven%6idfefiti brother of the juvenile being 
^Wch;S;8M ;spqk^men;v«aiffl h eld on the arson and burglary 
octrees ^yjheiw. investigation. 

■vestigated;;several.-par^edj. Snider said he was con* 
y^id^ .aT^ thev regu^joE side ring filing charges of 
iiVForton^ounty.- Shert%te>> assoult in conne ction with the 
■?^ er ;-^^ *_. “v^’^rV-^ Fort Rice affair and that the 

men injured had given him a 
when;,he^and Poor. Bear>were statement 0 r €V ents, 

Means recently returned to 
di.scussiqa^of ^ hara^smep^ ma ^ e ^ ls home on the Standing 
jp thejfracas Kelly'S^un Roc ^ Reserva \\ on after several 


[s^iOe.neai'^the/^nnonball 
| gndge at the north^ border. i 


ana uMhe iracas Helly-s^urt 

years of. prominence in the j 

^rsrK: 

•dispatcher, and jayer af.^r| S30.W bond posted for him by 
Yates? BI*.'sgbkesnie^^ aclor Marion Brando after he 
■jrdu^keify.was riot'Car'r}ijng-d was charged with being an 

accomplice to murder in 

the death of Martin Montileau, 
i? :Afterstbei .sboObng V AM^ 2 8 Kyle, S.D., Who was shot in 
.was ;^en. toFo# YdtesAbut . s cenic &D< bar March 1 and 
accorMMp BDl.-personnel dj d severa i wee ks later. _ 

Richard Marshall, 24, of theift 
JSouth Dakota Pine Ridge f 

; attenbomBYa. m^cm^pian^ J R lbn was aJso charged 
pd^takentovthejad^ter f that s V av ; ng ■ • A 

fie- relented); entered^ the {ForS J 1 . y & ^ 

Yafes : "Hospital; .and:: sub-ff ’ 
sequeritly wasYtakeh’;, to 
Bismarck, {or further^Atr^afe-:'’: 
hie• 

1 Morton ^piinty officia^had'... > 

requested BIA. poHce^i^checy 
the ; Means * par ty \and^%btaln *:' k 
t h e jiv 7names : -follbwi ng;;,ihe>J 

X 3 ZAW H 


M^dav>h6r^g.atSt:iAIexiys; r ; 

I ilb6ught ; possibfy 41nk edL to v - 
the gleans shoodhg^ r as< 
^iFgfary • aud suisoh fbfvEatty^s ^ : :: 
Package : ilquor: ’ Stpre <: a^: 
gahriem ; Ba!l ovynh^/py^KeDy's - 
^^Tt^vasdiscdv^^biirhing;' •; 
abfeit > 4,a.m'_ and <after;it was/;- 
destroyed, officer^ fouSd’ # the : 


: r.»> i• * c 

/ X v ■ i w k; . ' ;TM 


lh^ah r ^Reservation {hear air" 
empty:gas can: ^ v :<« 
r ; $hey. { 

d!c| "companion o€^V|vfer on, ’ 
charges ofarsmrand burglar}'* 
aiid^aici-iDOne^ aoibeer were \ 
fcuid'iQ bfe pcssessicn: ? '<,* *; i / 

; "The /U:S£.' hKome^^/offide^ ^ 
jhere^saiS warrant 'have B een\ ? * 
ji|sued for the Hireseans' 1 
jafed" a * companion, T'lhamas . [■ 
.Hcfiard Poor ; Bea^ 2IV* :, cf j| 
feisebpd chargings them]? 


dicing the incident two -white J| 
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fenstler*.! 


SnDanqer- ■ 

: Attorney ’WiHlarrt Kunstler 
says \ /American/V Indian 
iloyemetit leader.^ Russell . s' 
Me an s es in great - danger ,and , / 
ha feared Tor Means* life: 4 .. f ; 
• he is fe great danger: j ; 

and I,feel fee ideal police feel; 
feat too,” lie said* 1%i . . *• \ 

Means remained; in good- j 
cohdltibn with a. bullet:wound ! 
m tfie abdomen at SJt. Alexius 
Hospital Thursdayi. He was ’ 
accidentally shot ^during/ a . 
weekend scuffle 1 -near Cannon . 
BalL a. comiiiuRityV'about 40 
ndlessouth- ofBismarck on the 
j aiiding Rock * .Reservation, ^; 
| areau of ;Indiari*; -Affairs: of~| 

I aids said, . **. ■.... - , J 

jr/The. minute i . S’eard Vthe^ 
bfrcLnnstances I bega n- fe get- , 
drir same"chili ± V Kuxisiler said ...i 
referring .Id attempt, on: the 1 $ 
Iiyespf other^.radical leaders;;/ 

! ^J- 'tegard^. fhis^v ,;as. - , ai$/ 

\ assassination, attempt”*- 
I ' iHe; told ;a/feo6pitar 'news 
conferencerWeSnesday he; had: I 
: evidence, ^ an- - 
assarimfetfeh' attempt, but The ; s 
Sode^r"-People Jke vRusseS." 


> v Hehty ,rGdyfQh, BlA; agent" 
a^ctedatC^iindh^aB, said ^ 
iherzytas lio attempt fo-Riit V 
~ „ •* 

^*^that were fee/case* it •-.? 
probably' would/have been*. 
Safe/ 1 (Gaytonsaid>f‘We jJon’t ‘ 
derate/that way.^SfeVe. 'got 
more' important things to do. ? ’ 
t Means thanked:/. local 
authorities lor the; protection 
provided since lie entered the ; 
hospital here but declined theirL 
*tffer to continue; security^ 
spying'lie had “full con-.* 
tfdencja’’ in the- AIM; security*/ 


i 7V Th4,- Burleigh,.^Couhty^ 
V Sheriff's Department and the 
f Bismarck Police Department 1 
pfead maintained a" security 
guard at his third flooh room 
. after. Means reportedly had, 
[’• received threatenirigrphone 
’ calls there. They discontinued 
*T, their vigilance following, the 
t f ; .pfess conference Wednesday 
afternoon; ■/-' . 

Security at the hospital room 
now completely, underAIM 
j l .personnel although 4 the hospital. 

\~is maintaining a security guard, 
//both evening and night foK the 
v new hospital wing under- 
x % f construe tion, m ai hly; to protect 
j.supplies and equipment therd 
V Means is- free. ofe a $5>000 
Lnersonal Recognizance bpnd on 
afederal chargeof, inferferring, 

' wlfe/a, BIA< police- officer*‘He 
has ,.also signed ., a: $23,000i 
. personal recognizance bond on ] 
a : Morton County' charge of j 
aggravated assault;and bat-, 
•■teryj; •• 

/• "Morton County officials'said, 
the charge stemmed 5 from: a 
- weekend* incident s in which a; 
; >;iftan wasaUegefey struck .wife 
;•: a rifle feufe •; 

• f 5>- During the'.Kefefeg: bfe-feeft 
Jbond.aM fee apppintm'ent off 
' '^ounsel^^br MbansV^heldl 
.‘Wednesday in Means^.hospital? 

. }';■ roomv Judge William Engeiter 
Jr.ofthe -Mortort^ofeity Court 
Tfef ^Increased 'jurisdiction 
\ agreed:to allow Meahs-itasigna 
'} personal recognizance 'bond 
f under which he alone -would be 
v'ifable '.for the amount'if he 
■^-failed to appear; At fee-urging 
Richard .Sdinell^ ' ^Mortoii 
County,- state’sattorney 
. Engelter. kept the amount at 
’ -the^.;$2S,ooo: dmgmaHy .set 
•'.'Meaiis-saidhe felt-the" araouiit. 
tprfee bond was ‘‘poiiticah*^ 

Replied Schrieli;: ^ We would 
have to sue for - fee-money 
v £ither way If you- fail to. ap? 

pear/! - .v;'> v:* 

?! . \ 


The ^question' was resolved* 1 ^ 
wjien Kunstler agreed to thei l 
afnouht^ 1 terming it ,4 play3| 

/ money” because fee bond is| ft 
'“unsecured, 

»* Engelter's decision to allows; 
Means to;sign- hislowii bond 
followed", a recitation of 
previous, arrests in which 
* means.- has never. failed to * 
appear ih-ribuftasr scheduled; v 
> -r Engelter initially named Ben - 
Pulkrabek^- the Morton County 
i publfc' defender, to defend ► 

/ Means* «It( was argued : that H : 

■; Means was a public: figure* and 
.1 fee casa would require much'" 

1 investigation and Engelter 
’; accede! to Means' request and • 

\A ; named Ralph LePera. as 
t ^counsel/ as had;* the U.Sf ; 
1:. Magistrate^, day^earjier fe the' ;2 

1 ^ federal case; - / “ v • . / ;• 

Engelter- cautioned. LePera] \v 
that mo. expenses should bevlv 
' inciiV e 4-without prior ap-fj 
.proval of the^court. * [ 
Hesetarprelimmary heanng 
on' fej&xase for 5 June 26* The 
preliminary hearing on^ the : 
federal (fearge : is tentatively 
..j set for June 19, dependent upon 
> v Means? ^recqvqry - froimtfeiSi; 

! fWOund.:^) - s . $ <• r '' ‘ - r 

' kunstier" % called 1 , the^ county;: . 
* chargepolidcal^ and said feat. 

: * waiunderscored^fee^SSjOOO 
, bonfefor what “is essentiaily;a,„ 
.minor crime,”> / 'A 

Jfeans .said. hd. originally^ ‘ 
'"caMe <to North' Dakota, to^ 
'-escape danger. ; * * 

; *Tcame. to North Dakota to 
• .get away from danger in South;; 
: Dakota” he said. :< Tm in a 
: petition where .anybody with, a ^ 
' , . bloody nose‘.cah ; sign a com v , j 
.plaint against irie:^ / ' * / 

' v^he AlM leader said he had / 

. been arrested ah average of 
once .every two months , since j! 
l /fe^oqcujpation of ■'Wofedeoj 
Knee. S.D^ in 1973.,^ {* 
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Means,Kunstfer Confer at Press Meet 


Tcfiwne PhctO'b* Bob Scbmio 


, America^Indian-Moveinent leader Russell Means jfarright* X 
jsconfers with attorneys Ralpb'LePera> secondfroni.firi^and^, 
||Wnijam. Kuristler during a press-conference Ijere'Wednes- . 

|| day ..iCiJiis tier, said Means was mgr eat danger andfce‘feared v . 
|for Mean's life;,Prior to the-conference, Means signed a';. 
r$25 t O0O personal recognizance, bond on a Morton' County ^'* 

" ' • -m t >-i .**• -■ ~ .tk. ^ ‘ 


charge of aggravated-assault and battery. Kunstter added 
that although he had'no hard evidence of an assassination 
attempt on.-Means*.‘“people like Russell are .frequently 
targets.";At left i&'Greg Zephier, Yankton*' S.D.'* a J cousin 
ofMean s. and one of the AIM men guarding the Indian leader. 
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bodily ham %■ striking:- ihTO^/'^Mearis^ attorneys alsa saitffjiv 

___ Wth thebutfeota Ein^'.tBer.ebV: - US'. Magistrate Harry Pearcq,, U 

-, Rtsseir Means ^isfr^ed-. : :j^cting;Xerious and’ gEea|. '.. asked: them. Tues^y;|to meefe | 
Wednesdayalternomafier1)odily,irijEiry^';- scon to discuss a.date-for.a 5 I 
signing a. $23,000 persbnal/i'./ Means ,waYreleased\. fEom.- .-‘./.pi^bijimary 

bohd-set by*, : federal custody here', ; I 

Morton;. County' Judge ’ /on: /~aX';$5^0Q0'' personal' -/fippe^tbeteanngpouldbe-held 1 

beiid,iiea'jnng 1 ar:si'.' : AlexfX ( ' 'reiriaiiied;'hoSpifelized' JWted;.. \ p^-p^iiieEeEa,'at)' attorney..| 
Hospital:/ Judge '%ge|ier::/'hesday morning, ih 

appdiaie4:Ra%brE^Een3,a^vt#tioir in/custody ot Morton;. ^ jvteaiiiin®e>federal. 

1 ;A^fn|js"5foit,‘,'5iaeEicaiE' t.vStfe’shot:. ^oinid^sustauied'!; XX\. ' : XX&w : AX A 

|nfiait7 ilMoveraent^ Reader ^ajuitlaiyA-iatfe'tno'oH,' In'/giii); ■•:: 

jtBSs'^p. 1 *; Means ‘-Wednesday' Lt. 

$£regranted a reiK^foKY-^fe^g{j^ u . 0 j;j n ai a n;Af{ak'&'.'/OeyOioproent,epEp ? .x;i-%;-v : 

fecre^ed; ‘Junstgctio.n after nhar-fms : .MeahsiT with ’ saw. they believed _ * 

Sfeacs &as. ara§ted : -on. > '.$*£&&&'jmposirig, lihp&imV r Judgn>ent” L by ioc|I auUiQrih^s I 
g&getofraggrava^ assault 

i'fVuirfKr .mm . mu.. l h '>*v.' _■ a. .;o£xi/Teans ■li&tjQnHl/JietpE'ietyiT, 


r remaihed> ; "hoSpitaliz^ 


R^pk>ieEeEa, >an' attorney:.. 

nlrimtiiVod :hWf-.i r ; : BG 3 iiC 6 . ^tOf' . ■ 



atsiahs^fi 


wiiaess inadentlc Uie ,teMe9 r y to talk' with' jMeans* : ^cbjihcE 'sectary_,s; desKj aua 

IsSSnu ^e;coiripjiai^^Sarge& r hbout;Jhis eon t ehtlo n ’ J that ■; /would hot b e. ayairableunbi she 
a &cL fis h i^av ■ s * ^ho otiii & *^ oh. the , reEihttedb fronv out of town; and 


Nation wassli 
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custody* of his'parents, 

£- .; ^>rding to ' Henry' Crayton j ■ 
^Bureau of' Indira Affairs 
Especial officer pri "the reset- ■ 
£vatiori* - ■;V.V‘ 

The Jiquor store isrowhed by- - 
^Patrick ..Kelly^ ■ wife - -and: ■ 
^authorities are studying a hj( 
ftpossibre link- between that? r 
^incident ^ and* the Means * 
^shooting.V>v y 

^ : ; The body of Allan Vivier, a 
jTTiirtle. Mountain; Reservation „ 
^Juvenile was foundat the store;, 
■?;near an emptygascanvand the \ 

> 17 -year-oid juveniletoelieved. to r 
a. companion prthe. dead L 
I'boy, was-' said, to have had 
kmoney '-and' beer K in his 
^possSsion. ’ V: v - ' 

|^The . U.S* - Attorney’s - office 
Megorted Wednesday, that the 
7 Magistrate ; .bas , been'. . 
^qnested; tq- issue a warrant ^ 
M gainst the yotittf on juvenile^ 
t^alinqueapy' charges;, _An| ' 
p itopsy Ba^.b^en ordered ohl 
rifie body 'of the ViviVr boy by| 
b&er tj,S* Attorney, "9 

r>: fa Farmington, $UVL t an ; 
v/Afe ipokesmari said AIM’s- 
tiorialconventi on : being held 
^;there will not be-'moved to' 
^qudrf)akotaf^ ■•* i-,;..*;; 

i ; spokesman Vernon 

f>SeiIecourts^idit-was decided,; 

^ Tuesday —that^we^hiust .con-. ' 
t ; tinue* the conference here^” 
J ; -vAIM"teader Dennis Banks * 
j saidr earlier the ■ convention, 
p : Whiiih^begait Friday, might be 
Amoved ‘ to' Sbuth r T Dakota, ap* r 
*y parendyin connection with the 
r shooting of Russeil Means* 
y. “The. shooting of Russell 
f- Means hashadi&eHectmthas. 

I conference^ BeJIeconrt said* 
“Becauseofhewsrepqrts^a^iot" 

> of people turned right, around . 

■} in transit and went back to 
:■ SbuthDakota/thinkingthatthe 
i* Conference would endy 
ematurely* 

JJpThat’s not the case. We are 
j jfoing to continue through the| 

^scheduled time.” 

■ U/ 
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J Wiy*'}&*■'* 


•v . ;r * 


! .Ammcaii Inclinin'Movement 
* Leader -Bussell : Means was 
' from federal custody 

, bsre Tuesday,-"on a $5,000 


>5,uyu; 



yby ;r }JJ8^ Magistrate Harry 
> ^Fesa^e/'-after yr Hearing in 
’ 5iesiB r :hospitai room. ' 4 
y ; MeanS'Wasbospilalized from 
*5 • g^’nsIiQ t - wound sustained 
^Saturday afternoon in an. 

Kelly^ 

Bureau.of Indian Affairs 
'^1^'force, -oir/the Standing 


victions and ; read a; list or^court^appdinted' counsel, 
previous--court , appearances -• ;Fearce r after some Siscussion, 
and bond posted by Means* ^ -■ [ named fcePera but said, tl I 
;“Me* Means represents a.^ idpiftbelicvethls.case calls for 
different line" of ^thinking*”-. v a battery of lawyers. }> HeJater 
LePeraiold the court ^Where^ -^granted Means!’ request that 
he goeSphe and those. around, ’attorney William Kunstler who 
hirn generate controversy ^nd ':. : helped ^defend Means for the 
conflict [ with ■. dhe ; -ideal. •: 'Wounded /'Knee ' charges be 
{ [ V - ; .^present when/-a fiitt • scale 

' s ' preliminary hearing is held, 

- I,:?:; * .andis^dduled^tentativelyfor'' 

.S%Lila i&SM* 



i sayingy- ‘‘AIM ltadcfs are roL-,1 


x&rton A Gdunty\ ^Cqurt .of . shofwhil^officer Kelly .doesn't; lesf thau$30i>.initandphe w 

: Juris diction. on a ’ 1 vliave ’■ a Tnark’oii. •><:.';. '• QOljySt/Raul.. He s al d< h e: had 4 

(compiairf charging .Means- . -UePera ■ saitirMeans-had . two dlnldreni^ i 

mjj& committing aggravated infect a $5,000 bend imScotts- , ' Mgelesahdbyom 

Arlen Hettich;. of >, ; bluff, Neb., on January [of 1975;.' sentvthem mondy ^wheij ha 
; -Hc2iin‘adJortRic&bar prior to. > ontcharges of assault that are /« could;** Asked by Pearce as to- : 
> the ffeH^incideat 'which oc> stHlV.pending; V $25,000 - in His source of food and^clothlng; ‘ 
::cunred jm: the Standing Rdck .»phoenix, Ari 2 .v,in Apr[L of 1973^ [ he said he-was fed by other:' 
tfBeskvaticn south v of- Cannon. on?-: Charges y,o£ ‘interstate Indians.'he-was asked to visit * 
r VSafe \ - ^ , , transportatioriof firearms that^ and [ iiVedr .with his brother - 

?;$$£ the:^earihg i Meafc j was- ' .was;, dismissed;-. -$2bj000 r ; in .y -bacy ■ ah' employe . at United * 
[represented, , attorneys „ Custer,;S,p.‘,’on'eight counts Tribes^Eniploynienf Training 
L^eray.pf^ the . United - mvolvihg x disorder > tha:d that- Center:- y •Other , Indians give 
Employiheiit Training: •' are- still pendihg;. f $2;000 in closing as-giveawaSs,”^^lie- ; 

ry j^terhere^dJpihi Keller of • ^April;Of 1974 at Siouic- Falls, continued'noting, thatcourts : in. 

.Chamber laid, yS-dX, who has by AIM^ $2 ^OO^qn^assaulp'^his other trials had found him 

[. ruuresefltedMeai^in.previo^ ;■ charges in PierreyvS,I>.v : andr to qualify as an indigent. 
vStiigation^ ’ ^ $30,000 on, an accomplice to Theismaii^hospitaKroom 'wa.^ 

V^-XaPera served asspokesman • murder chargespendingin : crowded for' the hearing/,U:S ,* 

' and'detailed Means 7 . previous Rapid ' City-, S.D. Hd ‘said- in marshal allowed in only,-:at ; 

^h^&ry of fulfillihg cburt ap-. each . instance Means torneys, one representatiw j ; 

'pferaiices and asked that the b fulfilled his obligation -to ' ap^ from each -pf' the news medid 
•tftndbesetno'highdr.than.$500* 1 pear in court, \ — 

.ijlTf^attomey saiUMeans has j Means told Pearce’ that he 
no previous felony. con- was; indigent and aske^fer 


'. ^vXePera served as spokesman 
‘and detailed Means 7 ..previous 
of fulfillihg cburt ap-. 
- p|?itahces and asked f that the 
beset no-higher ,than.$500. 
/^Hfeattomey'safdMeans has 
previous felony , cob- 


sentvthem money ^ f when he v 
- coui&f Askedby Pearce as. to- ; 
His source of food and^clothlng,' *' 
’ he said he-was fed by other:' 
rndians‘;he : was asked to visit 
and [lived/.with 1 his brother- 
1 VDace; ■ ah' Employe . at United \ 
Tribes' 'Employment Training ‘ 
Center: mother Indians give 
me clotiiing as-giveaways,- x he- - 
continued' noting thatcourts,in. 


’Thersn^D'hospitaKroom^'was 
crowded for ‘ the hearing/U:S J 
marshal allowed' in only,-at 
torneys, -one-xepfesentatiw; 
from each, of the news medi« l 
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I * 


Imitlets represen ted/along with' 
Inis mother, brothers, his 
spiritual adviser Fred'Zephier 
fcf Wagner* S.D. and“William 
Muldrow, a representative of 
, the U:S. Civil' Rights Com-' 
mission from Denver/ p .■ 

. At .the hearings/ dondusion 
■ Means* attorneys, said they 
would seek ; a hearing: .on rthe 
amount of bond set in the 
Morton County charge, / - * 
"federal authorities arrested' 
Meaiis Monday, r acting v on a. 
^arrant issued by the United' 
States Attorney's Office, H : . 
‘Means was .'listed in good 
condition: Jrc + av Bismarck, 
■hospitalTuesday. " % 

spokesperson", for the 
United Tribes Employment 
i Training Center here said she 
. had received a call advising 
/tffet Atty. Willi amv Kunstlen 
: v feiildj i repr^ent Means, and 
/strive some [time/Wednesday 
’^dtherijoin Medhsi in apress 
conference in/tho ■ /late af- 
i-teriioott, ... A’-/ ?*. **'' ' r ;\ 

;;/ deral j offici als clos ed 
"Means- : robin >ia : the . news; 
media .and ? visitors-follawiiig 
- i hfe , arjfest-v : v.-- r : ; y. ’■ 

: * Meanssaidhewaiiteda “full r 
Scalefederal invest igation^of 1 
the&bumst^cessiirroun 
. the sliooting incident.. > 

. He-,aIso labeled the shooting 
'■“ah/ 1 assassination^ attempt/. 1 , 

. r Liiik^said^- Means?-j'hospiteL 
room/was [closed in order to 
I^cii. the chance : of advene 
publicity- - - '/ ■ ■ : 1 

: /T think iVs;hesi that .he 
speak through his attorney/ 7 
the-marshal said “And Mr. 

Means ^ t3S ' a £ r 1 ?®d fcnth is/ 1 

‘Means, in 'ay*beds«te in- 
itenview prior to: exclusion of 
the news media, told the 
Associated Press he “had beerf 
getting threatening phone a 
calls/''AIM members were 
acting- as security * for him 
t&cause of the threats, Means 
said: 

| hi -addition, . Burleigh Coiinty- 


S ' BohHarv^ saf^hehad 
dished security whenV 
is was recuperating/ 1 
* hospital ' asked, us/ 31 ! 
ey. said “They wanted! 
riiore ; security/' ///’_' 

Harvey said the threatening 
, .telepbonecallswerethereason*; 
/ c why*we’re.here/* ' : 

" "Means was servedvwiththe 
■ warrant in his third Goer hospi¬ 
tal room, A similar "warrant 
was. issued for Thomas * 

; Richard .Poor Bear,: 21, of. 

. Rosebud, S.D., who was 
allegedly with Means during 
the'confrontation with the BIA 
police officer. // ■ 

Means said'the national AIM 
/ organization' was j calling, for 
the federal investigation. He 
y said AIM members were being 
, tasked to cpnfcact Sens, dentin 
tfr Burdick, D-N.IX, - arid , Milton 
>JYoung^RrN,B^ urging -the-Iii- J 
vestigation.. ■ ^ 

" ' / Meaxis.;also said-he thought H 
: the incident Safiirday; arose 
; from.dttempts to “discourage" 1 
his being hhed as director of a 
" boys ranch oil the, T Standing , 

■ Rock Reservation,. .. ■. ;■■'/ - 

:' 'Means / had ;. indicated ^ 
; recently he was . seeking the ; 
" position,, which was tp ,:help h 
,. yotmgsters age 14-18: / 

“I definitely think :they T re A 
■■ (BIA-) trying to biock the iob/', 
Means said. ;■/ / v 

/ ^Currently/' Means /faces ’ a 
.vC^rge/pf being an accom^iice r 
^ to murder in another shooting 
" incident in-South Dakota/Heis 
, freeon bond in connection with < 
that Incident. The ^bohd/was J 
posted by aetpr : Marlon 
' Brando. . . /;- * - , 

- “ ^e-Perniihgton^STJ^State's ' 

" Atty/Jack Kiauck saidit J was 
unlikely the Warrant in North 
'Dakota would have any effect 
on his South Dakota bond.' 
/Elauck said the North 
Dakota warrant was a federal f 
’■ charge, and the South Dakota \ 
r charge was a 'district cour.t \ 
action. , 1 








:*r v. 

f * -j ■: v ’ •,'/ 


g&Z&*'T rm E &&«% 
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! ;;>: .sK •*:-, '•• • ' :; ■“ ••, v ■ •■■ 4: r- • 4 
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‘v ;RusseE’s Bismarck h ospSal foomATuesday assigned Ip. the hcspital • ti -augment 'security . 

&i whenra^^odbond wadset for his appearance^ forces during tbe .stay’ of Jhe/controversy] 
^.irL‘Federal*.Court on. charges, .of.int erf cringe Indian leader* ; M£ans buffered a gunshot. 

with £. federal officer;. Guarding the door to ij wound.Saturday in-ar scuffle with a'BureaiLOf 
f *' Meam’ roonfc -were sherilCs officers .Ray /£ Indian Affairs*officer near Cannon Ball* . : ~ 

f-"v 4 f^ 4 V 4 : .. : / 4;.4 > 4 - 4 ':'■; - 

j:; ■ IP"V : %- 

I . • mt£SM~**& w ¥7 > •-.«.•• • • •. '••■• •/.• ,•'•*. ••••••.•. -r;..;, ' .ws^.T 


fe®W®r -;%>■ .-. ■/::/>' 'i^I, .^. ‘, v ./ ;. 

■ "p 

.-c V.:'T'-4 : ' '• •..» C r. .• ' •', ... ."/..' t .* •• V>. 
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Bq n ks May JVlo V : 
HlAA 


|iFAEMIKGTON,-N;-ML(AP) 
^American indian’Move^nent 
federDennis.& Mon- 

oay-A IW .may -move cqh- 
yeptfonj already under .way 


\ .. «> n . , . - . . ; Jt v,v" / t * 

'giinshotwound in; theabd'omem 
Saturday* .Officials Vs aid: the: 
bullet passed .through, the lefti 
side-of Mean's abdomen^ *■; i 
■"' BureamofindiarLAffaiFs^offH 


neafcVhere* ta v South / Dakota' rials said means was'shot % a{ 
0heze -ourVpeopfc - are-being; BIAwlic&office^mthe Standi 


? ;,rVV .?:*'*<*: : v ihg'Rpbfc Reservation. ! 'v ; i 
| 5 ^mks said’convention 4 ; „ V The .BIA said the”shooting] 


^s^aldiig.a/resoiutiori; “to' ^■catneifter a. corifrontatibn be4 
niovb;COriyenti6n v to .South" ;^tweepileans^otheriAIM mermi 


sgi*v/iia^an^ne^^oan-^/ vestigatidh. vantt* - will] 
Jjonbalt Bridge,/ 'N3)£ iS • .“a ! , specie cally ask* congressmen] 
dem^ndicatibiri>£ ■ th< Bureau-. ’ from both North Dakota and 
; of ^ndiaii’ Affairs ;goaI/t6Vstop : ’ South Dakota to .assist AIM. 5 
the ; v r ' Am er ic ah ‘I - ^Indian Banks', said more.' than '700; 

Movement atalhc6sts s \\;J ■! /. AIM members are camped* 
r^BankSf.-m; /am interview;, y nefe^aiimlhgton- bri- land} 
called . ylh &\/sho bting, \ ‘^ah< < leased from: the■/ Bureau ■ on 

SSSfl'iSinshfiri' ‘Kv -"•fT’to t - ( j 


and general meetings. 

Delegates began businesi:. 
Monday, the spokesman said : 

Outsiders have been banned 
from the campsite, located 
'about six miles from Farm- 
ington. 

The group decided to use the 
federal land for the convention 
after the Navajo Tribal Council 
unanimously voted against an 
AIM request to use the tribal 
fairgrounds at Window Rock, 
Ariz. 

The BLM approved the re- 
quest after AIM agreed to land 
use stipulations. 

AIM has estimated that as 
jjiany as 4,000 Indians will at¬ 
tend the convention. Nearly if- 
4Q0 attended the group's I&h 
annual meeting near., 
mobridge, S.D. ** 
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ans Visits<Farm 


Legislator Before 


BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — 
American Indian Movement 
leader Pvussell Means was 
released Saturday 
from a Bismarck, N.D. K 
hospital where he had been 
recovering from a bullet 
wound in trie abdomen. 

Means is free on a total of 
$30,000 in personal 
recognizance bonds on 
federal and Morton County 


n . . *,5 


• She explained she had 
' requested the visit to try to; 
understand Means’ goals 
and motives for the Indian 
people. ’’ 


charges connected with the 


Sen. Holand Means 


incident in which he was 
wounded a week ago. 

He is reported to have 
rented a house in Bismarck. 

Prior to leaving the 
hospital, Means visited with 
a state legislator and said he 
planned to work through 
education rather than 
confrontation. 

Sen. Pamela Holand, D- 
Fargo, said she talked with 
Jjieans for several hours at 


the hospital where he was 
recuperating. 


Means now wants to work 
through the field of 
education to communicate 
the needs of Indian people 
and plans to act as a 
technical advisor to 
Educational and 
humanitarian 
organizations, Holand said. 


“The decision to visit 
Means was the result of a 
personal feeling, a gut 
feeling, that I had to try to 
understand this man who 
has stirred so much con¬ 
troversy,” Holand said. 
“There are 20,000 Indian 
people in North Dakota. 
Certainly as a state 
legislator and as a con¬ 
cerned human being, I had 
to do what I could to close 
the communication gap 
between emerging Indian 


She added he told her that 
communiciation between 
Indians and non Indians 
could come naturally 
through education rather 
than confrontation. 


between emerging Indian 
leaders and non-Indians. L 
was not there to judge 
Bussell Means, I wanted to 
hear his feelings hnd 
opinions.” l 


“Means said during Che 
visit' that he wants to see 
more Indian input into 
school curriculum, and that 
he wants ' t" sw*e Indian 
culture and history taught in 
the first five years of a 
child’s education, and not in 
lithe last four years of high 
school 1 '' or college, when 
prejudices have already 
ytaken root,” she said. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (89-231) (P) 


date: 6/17/75 


FROM : 


subject: 


INDIAN AFFAIRS -f 
AFO L 

00: MINNEAPOLIS 


Rememo of SA 



6/10/75. 


On 6/12/75,| Criminal Investigator, 

Rosebud Police Depar tment, Koseoua, South Dakota, advised 

that he has queried various people on tfog Rnsahud tnrHan_ 

Reservation and is of the opinion thal 

is not on the Rosebud Indian Reservation;- 


| j stated has a brother 

that may be living in Denver at an unknown adclress. 


I_ I sta 

present location of 
location for above : 
this agent. 


I V>n uni 11 ttjfci uajmi aA 4ta Oil!/ "fcllO 

and if any 

ixviauaJL comes to mina, he will notify 


DANGEROUS. 


BOTH SUBJECTS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND 



Minneapolis 
I J*mf * > 


l 

I SEARCHED..._^a_lNDEXED. 
SERIALIZEDj^flLED^ 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Kegularly on the Bay roll Savings Flan 
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1 BISMARCK, N.D. CAP) — 
AttOrfifeys.- for 1 American 
Bidian Movement leader" 
Bussell Means said Tuesday - 
.they, were hopeful a $25*000 
■bond Set by- authorities in 
Morton- County would be 
^reduced, 

, In a separate case, -U.S..' 
Magistrate. Harry Pearce: 
set a. $5*000. unsecured bond 
for Means On. a federal * 
charge of interfering with a 
Bureau of Indian Affairs? 
.officer. 

■ 'Means was 


■ Tuesday, by’Morion -Uouhty 
1 ;authoriiiat, in.neighboring 
, MandaXvwitIi^ v SiS'avate3 


. BaPdra.aiid.attBfney JoL 
Kdller, Chamberlaiil. S.D.j 



Means in (he federal Case; 
said :he' hoped' -the Morten 
County bond' could be 1 
reduced. 


authorities:”,. 

. Pearce said the iiihsecured; 
t bond meant Means cOuld' 
J sigh ;for the bOnd- hiinSt 
"' and.if'he<did hot apbear 


l. wvi r ■ i, I 

Bearcesaidi “I think! have: 
good cause to belie veMeans 
. will appear.” 

At ‘the■" federal; bond 
hearing, which was held in 
1 Means’,.third!Boor hospital 
, room, LaPer a cited the AIM 
leader’s record.of always 
‘app earing. for court 
‘proceedings.. . 

Means j was in -dood- com 
Jditionj in a Bismarck 
,! hospital, recuperating from i, 
' c bullet wound in meat* 
i oriten suffered during, the 
incident with the BIA Offil 
•cer. .. .. 81 
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taper a had folU the 
magistrate Means had, 
never forfeited his bond on, 
^fhy court charge. TOMUf 
“My client has*?rftffflm 
been convicted of a iekmy&. 
LaPera said. “Hehabmagg 
all appearances 
requested by the 
. . . there baS neven oeeiKa 
bond'forfeiture by my cKenn 
in any case.” 

LaPera has also saflrrlre 
$5,000 bond recommended; 
by thb United Stated 
tbrney’s Office 
cessive. * 

“He (Means) doOg^thpq 
have the money topdst'thafc 
type of bond,” the attorney 
said. ’> . • 

Pearce recommended the 
unsecured bond and ap- : 


»pointed LaPera as ihe^AlS!’ 
Header’s attorney.. afte :■ 
iJMStohs said -he could hoi 
Imordiah attorney.., 
f iiaPera said' bond fob 
i Means was often set.at high* 
LfeVels because he was 
- wi:eminent ! in national 
flpHtics.;” \ ■, 

'■■■ At Means request, Pearce 
said attorney William 
Kunstleri whoihelped defend 
34£ans during the 1974 
Wounded Knee trial , at St. 
Pabl, Minn., could aid in the 
'depose. However, Kuhstler 
ffljjild receive no govern^ 
meat reimbursement, 

' Mgrcesaid,. 

Means said Kunstler was 
expected to arrive;' in 
Bismarck tbday to aid In the 
legal defense. \ . ■ 

LaPera said even .after 
Means signed for the bond in 
the federal case, he would, 
still.face the Morion County 
charges. -* , 

' Pearce requested Meads’, 
attorneys to meet with the 
judge to.discuss the dhtafor 
me preliminary hearing on 
t le federal Charge; 

The magistrate said hi 
f oped the hearing could b> 
neldnext week. 




UNITED STATES CO, 


ISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 


June 17, 1975 


MOUNTAIN STATES REGIONAL OFFICE 

1726 Champa Street, 

Ross Building, Suite 216 
Denyer, Colorado 80202 
Telephone: (303 ) 837-2211 


Mr. Joseph A. Trimback, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Federal Building - Room No. 392 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 


Dear Mr. Trimback: 

Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1975 d (e), the U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights requests that you send us all reports your agency has compiled 
concerning the shooting of Russell Means at Cannon Ball, North Dakota 
on June 7, 1975. We realize that portions of this information may 
be confidential under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 552 b) 
and‘not to be released to the public. 



SHW:ps 















392 Federal Duildin-';, U. 3. Courthouse 
110 South A tli Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

June 24, 1375 


mountain states >ie"ional Office 
U. S. Co, _rissiori on Civil Tlishta 
Suita 216, 1726 Cha pa Street 
Denver, Colorado 60202 



inference is nade to your letter, dated June 
17, 1975, requesting all the reports compiled in connection 
\zith the shooting of Ilu3sell Means at Cannon Sail, Jorth 
Bnlrotu on June 7, 1975. 


This is to advise that investigation ro^ardin" 
this natter was conducted under the above caption and 
copies of reuortn this investigation uere fur¬ 
nished to Office of Indian Rights, Civil 

Fights Division, u. y. Depart:rent of Justice, and to the 
United States Attorney, Siotr; Falls, South Dahota. 

In vicu of the above. It is surgested that you 
contact the Civil Uiphts Section, U, S, Department of 
Justice for copies of reports in this iaatter. 

Sincerely yours. 




1/- 89-231 
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BISCCIGa, FBI <89-3220) 

SAC, imi rUMcOhTS «39-23I) 

mi£22112. f.rAATV^g y.n»A?TC._ 

LIEUTSilAfil l ~l 

BUREAU OF USStmi AFFAIRS - 
AFO 


6/24/75 



b7C 

i 


RSSCP SA 


Uianaapolis, dated 6/13/75, 


as above. 


Enclosed for Bureau arc five copica of LE'I, captioned 


2 - Bureau (Eae. 2) 
Miimeapoiio 


PuTJlSXr^ 

(4) 
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Minneapolis, 
June 24, 


Minnesota 

1975 


PJTSSFT.T. MEATIfi. 


LIEUTENANT 
OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 


^ rmmy 


a is made to report of Special Agent 
dated June 13, 1975, captioned as above, 

3y letter dated June 17, 1975, Dr, Shirley Hill 
Hitt, Regional Director, Mountain States Regional Office, 

U. S, Comission on Civil Rights, Suite 216, 1726 Champa 
Street, Denver, Colorado, requested the Minneapolis, 
Minnesota Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
to provide her with copies of all reports regarding in¬ 
vestigation connected with the shooting of Russell Means 
at Gannon Ball, North Dakota on June 7, 1975, 

By letter dated June 24, 1975, Dr, Hitt va3 
informed by the Minneapolis Office of the FBI that copies 
of the report regarding the investigation of the above 
incident were furnished to United States Attorney, Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota and to the Office of Indian Rights» 
Civil Rights Division, U, S. Department of Justice, and 
that 3he should contact the U. S, Department of Justice 
regarding this natter. 



* ****** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 



Bureau 
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Minneapolis (89-231) 
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DISECTOR* FBI (59-3220) 


6/24/75 


SAC* HXir.IEAPGLIS (<39-231) 



Minneapolis t dated 6/13/75 


as abovc^ 


Enclosed for Bureau arc five copies o£ XM.i t captioned 


2 - Bureau (Euc. 2) 
/jp- Minneapolis 

wm'.sT>y 







FD-3SG (Rev. 7-16-63) 


(Mount Clipping in Spoeo Below) 


!fil 


American Indian Movement 
leader Russell Means 
remained in good condition 
Friday morning at St. Alexius 
Hospital. 

A hospital spokesman said 
Means, who according to 
Bureau of Indian Affairs of¬ 
ficials was accidentally shot - 
during a weekend scuffle near 
Cannon Ball, was progressing ' 
satisfactorily. 

Means’ security guard was 
removed Wednesday after he 

# signed personal recognizance 
'bonds of $5,000 and $25,000 on 
federal and Morton County ^ 
Charges, resulting from j* 
altercations Saturday at a Fort 
Rice tavern and near Cannon {Jj 
Ball on the Standing Rock''' 
reservation. 

The Bismarck Police 
Department reported that it ■ 
provided a guard for Means 
during his confinement for six 
hours, at a rate of $7.50 an 
hour, for a total of $45. 

;.. * • Bol>,^VHsi;VjeV^ : \v- v 

County' sheriff, reported that 
his. .deparmerit •. provided : . r :i 

* security Tor'.a total of 97V2 man-’. 

. hours;. He"said only the first 60 • 
hours will be reimbursed by 
the federal government at a 
rate of $5 an hour and that he 
hasn’t yet determined what 
^hourly rate he will set for the 
/remaining.37 J /2 .hour&, which 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


2_ BISMVRCK TRIBUNE 
BisrnarcK',, N.D. 


■ . • 4% ,:\s *• < •* v * 7 ^* 


'will be,paid by Burleigh K , • .. . 
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JULY 1973 EDITION 

CSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (89- 

-231) CP) 

FROM : 

SA 

1 

subject: 

KTIRS-FT.T. fHAKT/RS MEANS ;_ 

1 

=_□_ 


LT. BIA - 



AFO- 

(00: MP) 



date: 7 /H /75 


ReMPmemo of SA 


6/13/75. 


AT BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 


, General Services 

Administration LGSAI, Room 228, .federal building, 3rd Street 
and Rosser Avenue, Bismarck, North Dakota, stated on 7/3/75 
that 7 Federal Protective Service officers will be assigned to 
the Federal Building at Bismarck for the period 7/9-11/75. 
Their purpose will be to assist in handling any crowd that , 
mig ht be present for the Preliminary Hearing of RUSSELL MEANS 
and | [ T >n 7/10/75 at 1:30 PM. 

The FPO’s will be lodged at the Fleck House Motel, 
Bismarck, located one block from the Federal Building. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of Ironscnplion. 


6/.IG/75 


_also known as 

intcrviev;ed at the police department at TwTTT 


was 
TSuttes, 


c 


worth Dakota, in the presence 
Affaire (BIA) Felice OfficerT 
stated that she is an Amoriernr 


of Bureau of Tndian 


lives with 
in Twin Buttes, 


muian, xumiu, num 

1 just c ompleted the eleventh tyr rifle.—and 
her paronts j ~| and 


She advised that on the night of Juno G, 1975, 
she attended a pov; vow and dance at Twin Buttes, which 
was also attended by RUSSELL MEANS and several of his 
friends. At about 2:00 pr 3«QQ a. n.. on Juno 7, 1975, 


when 

hor 


the 


dance 
sister. 


Twxn 
car. 


was over 


£ 


Y CuuTTcurxrm, 




II Of* 


Twin Eu 
and 


[ 


Euttes together, 
driven by 

RUSSELL M! 


black 1934 
there wore 
that morning, 


Ford. 




with 


To the host of 
three cars that loft 
and they wore a green 
rmssm.T. vEfr rcs and another car, driven 
nano unknown, in addition 


J car. 


by 

to 


They all drove to Bismarck, North Dakota, where 
they stayed, for a short tine, at RUSSELL MEANS * house. 
Another man, nano unknown, and driving a green piclrup 
truck, arrived at the MEANS house. A short tine later, 
the group, consisting of the pickup and three or possibly 
four cars loft Bismarck, for Fort Yates, North Dakota. 

En route, the group stopped at Huff, North Dakota, where 
they went into a bar and played pool. RUSSELL MEANS and 
most of the others were in the bar. Fron there, the group 
drove to Fort Rice, yr>vfrh whore they got gas and 

then wont to a bar. ] slept in the car most of 

the tine they were there, although she did go inside, for 
a short tine. She stated that there was a fight inside 
the bar at Fort Rico, but she could not say who was involved 
in it. 
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From Fort Rice, the group drove their vehicles 
toward Port Yates, but just after crossing the bridge 
onto the reservation, they all stopped along the road. 
so that the girls could go to the bathroom. 
stated that there were some beers in the car she was in 
during the period of tine, but those in her car tore not 
drinking*. She could not say what they were doing in the 
other cars, although she was sure that they did have beer. 

bhile they wore parked alongside the road, a 
white BIA Police car with red and yellow lights on top, 
dro ve by a ti me or two. The lights were not flashing, 
and | | could not recall if the car was otherwise 

marlico, dux everyone knew that it was a police car. One 
of the cars and the pickup truck wore drag racing just 
before the police car had driven past then* The police 
car stopped at an approach, a little ways down the road 
and waited until the group was leaving in their cars for 
Port Yates. The police car stopped by the pickup truck 
and the p olice officer was talking In fhn nrcnnnnls. 

observed RflSS Pu. mEAtcs rm dj_| walk 

up to the police car. had boon riding in the 

sane car with RUSSELL nEANS. Trio police officer, who 
was driving, was in uniform, but the young wan with hi*, 
was not in any kind of a uniform. 


ingev 

and 


| | c ould not he ar the conversation between 

the men, but she saw I Han d RUSSELL SI2AZ33 talking 

to the police o ffi cerTI I The younger man, with 

Officer] | was I frnd he stayed on the i>rt>:rjp>v..ar 

side of the car, while | Italkcd to| and 

RUSSELL "EARS, towards the front, on the driver's side of 
the car. She saw RUSSELL "EARS walk over to the vmrnttr 

J side of the car and talked with him. |_ 

started to go a round the f ront of the car, to where RUSSEL ! 

MEAaS was, when I I grabbed hi s a rm and f 

went down to the ground”. | | saw l i holding 

his head with h.;-s hands, but could not say whet her | 

had hit hin on the head or if he had hit his he ad on IEH 

pavement, when he wont down. She r ecalled that ^ _ 

had his hand gun in his hand, bafor< f~ _ lhnfl starnc- 

to walk away from him. She did not see if _hit 


O 











**■ 


nflt 


_jri the head with his a nr ‘ nT * I. Sit e did 

~no any blows, but only saw grab 

kri,i and put bis* down. This inexaent lmpponeti 


in a rout ox the police car, on. the driver 1 a side. 


rolled over in the direction of 
ElteSELL irlAICS, who wao near the iron- fr oi the car, on 
the right tilde. At about that tivio. 


got a big' gun, that looked liho a rixle, out iro:i the 
car and held it on the group that was watching, in 
order to keen the a p o ; interfering. ittJS£' ; ~LL I’AAhS 
be nt oven I I to help hiu up. It then appeared 


co _ 

hair a no then 



Lp h 

Jhn 


l- 1 hlf SoihL 


- „ ■ \ 1 


cn (j 

! :iSA IxG ;. q O.o\m £o c ho 


ho saw nUSS^pL ,. i , y v- v >; tx ■. yj y * 

ground, .fo front ox the* police car and [ 

Hf n id that i t did not appear knar kusixULL 
a ad | ' e re lighting, and the could not 

ViUat wade* \ 1 ooi^Llj go co', o 


cry, w:x»;n certainty, 
to the ground. 


leobwd 

tartly and then who heard 
who fired the shot, but i: 


a'way ivon the struggle • .o. en- 
a gun shot. She did nr A • r 


sure that it 


who had the hand gun in hie hand. P.OSbAfjL ■ fCAAS cXu i ched 
hiuijolf low on hie bad: p r upper but toe he and fell to 


ground. 
on those 


' tending; by the care. 


or upper but roe lie and i 
]\ac still holding the 


oxg gun 


hnrrvod fho incident just described 
car, which 


as pa vised 


fro,.; her sister*::: _ 

behind iU.igSfLL AAAhiS T car, as well as across the road 
^«d in front of the police car. Those who were outside, 
observing the struggle, were standing on both side:, ox 
hUSSHLL A oAh'S * car, across the road iron the police car. 

a:., in the x’ight side of the bach sent ox her 
err, which would have been on the side a r y fro:..: 

car. _tfe fltod to her left, in the bad; scat, 

_ hat, in the pw;w onger *- 


rxac.'i’ 
the* oolxcc 
was 


:jide ox vac car, \;n075 
d-river *: seat, 
during* the entire incident. 


All four ox vnciii L/eayeu 


was in the 
Tug ide the cvVj 
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turned ?wnr from t 
she saw 


When the gun went off. 


nd RUSSI A WKA.WS 
police car and then she saw 


c struggle. 


'hen she 


screamed and 
Lookd bach. 


jetting into 
|and[ 


th 

]g' 


he 

got 


into the car and drive off towards I?ort Yates. The 
other cars followed the police car for a while, until 
they wore,* stopped by a number of other police cars. 

and the others were then put into police cars, 
ice officers drove their cars to Fort Yates, 
and her associates were put in jail at Fort 
i.., Tfom about 5:00 a.si. to 11:00 a.m. the next 
morning, at which time they were released. 


v.-lviTo nn 


YflTe« 


advised that her sister 


rv«flir>yr»d n-i- TTn^rpifi Tribes Training Center ana resides 




:siac 


is 


|Avenue, in Bismarck. 
C last name unknown). 


Her roommate is 


in Bismarck with 
unemployed. 


l 


WE 

] ? 


as last 
and 


known to bo 


laying 
He is 
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TTNTTF.n STATES wrsiis BUSSELL MEANS and 


SR-75-39 


SUMMARY: This report relates to a violation of SECTION 111, TITLE 18, 
U. S. C.A. - RESISTING AND IMPEDING A FEDERAL OFFI¬ 
CER by RUSSELL MEANS, an adult male Indian, and an enrolled m ember 
of the Qglala Sioux Tribe o f Indians, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, and_ 


an adult male Indian, and an enrolled member 
of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe of Indians, Rosebud, South Dakota, who did, on 
or about June 7, 1975 . resist lawful arrest a nd did impede said arrest by 
attempting to assault | a Bureau of Indian Affairs Po¬ 

lice Officer, and said offense did occur on Highway 1806 within the exter¬ 
ior boundaries of the Standing Rock Sioux Indian Reservation, Sioux Coun¬ 
ty, northwest of Cannonball, North Dakota. 
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TTMTTPn SXAXI^ PHggun 


.NS and 


SR-75-39 


FACTS: On June 7, 1975, at 3:42 p.m., a radio message was received 
from the Morton County Sheriffs office, Mandan, North Dak¬ 
ota, that RUSSELL MEANS and a group of Indians had assaulted two per¬ 
sons at Fort Rice, North Dakota, which is in Morton County. The iden¬ 
tity of the victims were not given. 


At 3:52 p.m., Lt, 
ball river. 


[ 


dvises that| 

Jhim to assist him. 


p bserved the subjects at the Cannon- 
Istates there was a pick up and three vehicles. 

[ was with him, so Lt.f 


Lt. 


At 4:31 p.m., Lt. 
standing in the middle of t 
idenc e in Sioux County. 


was stopped by R USSE LL MEANS, who w as 
he highway, south of the| 


asked 


want?" 


Lt 


J^vhat. he wanted. 


res- 


|got out of the vehicle and MEANS 
stated, "Nothing, what do you 


said to Lt. 


harassing us. " Lt.| |tdvised, "I'm not arassing you. 


], "We don’t want you 


harassing you, I'd be over chech ine you out." 


'Check me out then." 


If I was 
RUSSELL MEANS said. 


replied, "I have no reason to check you out. 
MEANS was s tanding in front o f the police veh icle. MEANS then asked 

_replied, "I'm| 


"Who are you?" 


MEANS said, "You're a tough son of a bitch. ” 



hen started moving toward 

so Lt. 1 

grabbed 

him andl 

1 resisted, so Lt. 

1 said, "You’re under ar- 

rest." RUSSELL MEANS started toward Lt. 

so Lt. 



stated, "You're under arrest too. " 


FACTS 
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L MEAN. 0 


SR-75-39 


FACTS CONT’D: LtJ_| ad vises oth ers in the party h egan to sur- 

round him, as_ was hanging on to|_ 

Lt._drew his revolver, and Lt. \ I threw RUSSELL MEANS 

down, and in doing so, his gun discharged. The bullet ricocheted off the 
black to p road and the bullet struck RUSSELL MEANS in t he buttoc k. Lt. 

_advises MEANS wouldn't get in the nolice unit , so_picked 

MEANS up and put him in the vehicle. _ Iheld t he rest of the 

group off with a riot gun and they dispersed. Lt._advises the 

group then followed him to Fort Yates. 


At 5:00 p.m., RUSSE LL MEANS refused medical assistance from Dr. 

_pi the Indian Health Service Hospital in Fort Yates, 

North Dakota. MEANS state d he would receive treatment from his 
medicine man, stating to Dr. ~[ :hat he knew his rights and could 

not be compelled to receive medical treatment. 


Special Officer_ 

lodge the subject in jail. 


then instructed Lt. 


At 5:10 p.m., Specia l Officer! _ 

advised Special Agent_"Federal 

tion, Bismarck, North Dakota of the offense. 


_pelephonically 

ireau of Investiga- 


At 5:15 p.m., 
fairs, Aberdeen, Sf 
by Special Officers 


“.s teler 


jBureau of Indian Af- 
advised of the facts 


FACTS CONT'D 
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SR-75-39 


UNITED STATES versus R TTESE 


,L MEANS and 


At 9:50 p.m., on June 7, 1975, 


an adult male Indian, 


appeared a t the Fort Y ates Police Department and advised Agency Spe - 

cial Officer_that RUSSELL MEANS wanted to see| |at 

the hospital. 


Whil^_[vas at the Public Health Service Hospital in Fort Yates, 

MEANS advised that he did not want any trouble at Fort Yates, since he 
planned on m aking this his home. MEANS stated he would li ke to knp w 
what author i f] had. MEANS stated that he| 

the [ 


one tnat 


>f the Bureau of Indian Affairs officer, is the 


shot him. MEANS was advised that this would be checked our. 


MEANS also Stated that he did nnf w?mf tn nrpcs rhflropfi 


that he had already shook hands with 



MEANS also wanted to know what charges were against him, his| 

Q and the others involved. Also stated that he was not at Fort Kice 
that someone must have been using his name. MEANS was told 
that this would all be checked out. 


RUSSELL MEANS 
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UNITED STATES versus RUSSELL MEANS and 


SR-75-39 


On June 9, 1975|_|_ _ _1 Standing 

Roc k Tribal Council, advised Agency Sp ecial Officer 

that __had reported to him that Officer 

[hot RUSSEL MEANS. 


Mrs. 


_pvised on June 9, 1975 that, while at the_ 

residence, he heard two shots. Th is statement was made in th e 

office in the presence of_md 

:>f the Standing Rock Agency. 


At 1:10 p.m. on Tun e 11, 1975, informed Officers|_ 

an q Ithat he heard four shot s while he was walking near his 

corral, and that I Iwas with him. 


la.d\d.g/?_g he.alsn b^ard tires squealing, and made a comment to 

_’’What are they doing, having a drag race?" 

I stated the shot sounded muffled. 


FACTS 
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UNITED STATES versus RUSSELL MEANS tuid 


SR-75-39 



AT FORT YATES, NO. DAK. 06-11-75 11:50 AM 


_45-year-old male Indian, enrolled on the Standing 

Rock Sioux Reservation, and Lt. of Police with the Standing Rock FoM.ce 
Department at Fort Yates, North Dakota, furnished the following state¬ 
ment. 


Offices 


advised that on June 7, 1975, h e entered on dut y 


[ 


at 3:30 p.m. He checked the Cannonball area, picked upl 


who is a Jailer/Radio Dispatcher at the Standing Rock Police De- 


partment, to take him to work at police headquarters, as Officei|_ 
was going to Fort Yates to gas up his unit and for police business. 


At this time 


intercepted a radio message between the Fort Yates 


Police Department and the Morton County Sheriff s Office, advising of an 
incident at the Fort Rice Bar involving A.I.M. members with rifles. 


responded to the call by advising headquarters he would keep|_ 

with him until police assistance arrived from Fort Yates to assist 


with checking out the report. 



I 


PAGE 













TJNTTF.D STATESversus RUSSELL MEANS ?nd 


SR-75-39 


AT FORT YATES, NO. DAK. 


06-11-75 


| I drove east along the Cannonball river about one |ialf mile 


turned 

around and got back on Highway 1806 and headed south. |_|advises 

he then parked at the RIEDINGER tu rn off. A few minutes later. Sheriff 
KENNETH SNIDER came bv and told I that there was nobody at the 

Cannonball river bridge. again called police headquarters and 

advised of the Sheriff s report, ana that he would continue to check for 
subjects. 


A{ 


Japproached the Cannonball river bridge. 
Police headquarters was notified of this. 


he observe d the same 
hen turned 


vehicles. _ 

east on the r iver road a nd drove about 1/ 4 mile and turned around 


time. Officer] 


At this 

bserved a green pickup heading south on Highway 
1806 at a high rate speed. Other vehicles wit h the part y were parked west 
The green car spun around a(J_ [residence, turned 


of the highway, 
off and faced north on Highway 1806. 
approach and parked there. 


The pickup turned around on 


proceeded south on Highway 1806. and then noticed the pickup 
to and was driven by_ I btop- 


belonged 

ped be side the pickup and asked him, "How is everything?’! 

stated "Some white guy drew a rifle on us at the Fort Rice Par, 


and some great big white guy was sta nding in th ere an(j he looked PrettVj 
big, so we got the hell out of there. *' 

that the big man probably was_ 

old. replied, "Yes, he looked quite old.' 

"I’ll see you and backed up. 


r in th ere and 
advised[ 
1 as ne is pre 
lite old. ” | 


pretty big and quite 
then said. 
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UNIT ED STATES versus RUSSELL MEANS and 


SR-75-39 


AT FORT YATES, NO. DAK. 


06-11-75 



into the approach on the east side of the road, backed around and proceed¬ 
ed north. At this time, all the vehicles were parked on the west side of 
the road. A subject in a red shirt and brown or black vest got out of one 
of the cars an d ran acro ss the road into the driving lane to stop the police 
vehicle Officer) was driving. A second subject in a white Tshirt 

approach ed the police unit also, but did not get directly in front of the car, 


% 


dvises he got out of his squad car and his deputy 
got out also and stood by his door on the right side. Office] 
walked toward the front of the car, and at this time, subject wearing the 
vest stood directly in front of the squad car. The other subj ect blocked 

want¬ 


ed. 


lapp roach. and subject with the vest asked 


stated that he didn’t want anythi ng and wa nted to know what 


subject wanted. Subje ct wanted t o know what| 
up and down the roads. 


Jvhat he 


(was doing driving 
informed subject that he is a police of¬ 
ficer and this is his patrol district, and that he also patrols these roads. 
Subject t hen stated that this was his district also, and again wanted to 
know whatj | was doing there. 


Subject walked directl y in front o f Office 
quit harrassing them. 


if he were, he would be down chec king them out. 


and demanded that he 
[advised that he was not harrassing them. 
Subject in the vest then 


said, "Check me out." 
him out, but if he did, he would be checked out. 


Jreplied that he had no reason to check 
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Subject then turned, walk ed toward Deput y [nd asked, "Who are 

you?" He was informed. | [ Subject then moved directly 

in fro nt of [and said, "You're a tough son of a bitch, aren't 

you?" I F eplied, "You God damn rights I am." 


Subject in the white T shirt started towards the ot her subject and it ap¬ 
peared he was going to start something, so Office_grabbed him 

by the ha ir in the bac k of the head. Subject raised his hand to Officer 
and threw subject to the ground, picked him up and ad¬ 

vised him he was un der arrest . Subject in the vest came running back 
to help his partner. I then drew his revolver and stepped to the 

east side of the road, stiii Holding on to subjec t he arres ted. At this 
time, another subject got out of the car ne are si and subject in 

the vest started to scuffle with | | so l grabbed subject on 

the left shoulder, in which hand he had his service revolver, threw the 
subject to the ground, and on retrieving his revolver, it accidently dis¬ 
charged. 


_[placed the subject u nder arrest, and subject didn't appear to be 

hurt bad. Officer stood him on his feet and helped both subjects 

into the back seat of the police car, while his deputy held off the remain¬ 
ing memb ers of the p arty with a 12 ga. shotgun, as they were approach¬ 
ing Officerl | 


_advised headquarters of incident and proceeded south on High¬ 
way 1806 with flashing lights. blanced in his rear view mirror 
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and observed the other vehicles following him, t raveling at a speed 80 
90 miles per hour. The green vehicle tail gate< (ill the way. 


at times, bumper to bumper, until intercepted by other police vehicles 
from headquarters. 


While enroute to Fort Yates, Officer|_(discovered that subject 

who was shot was RUSSELL MEANS and advised police headquarters. 


RUSSELL MEANS was taken directly to the Public Health Service Hospi¬ 
tal, but refused to enter the hospital for treatment, stating he knew his 
rights and could not be forced to go inside for treatment. MEANS also 
state d that his medicin e man would take care o f him. Criminal Inves ti¬ 
gat or I \ Captain] | Officerf —— 

Dr. 


jects. 


were waiting at the hospital whenl 


and 


strived with sub- 


After refusing treatment, RUSSELL MEANS was taken to the agency jail 
and lodged. Other su bjects were taken from the police vehicle by Offi¬ 
cers and 
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UNITED STATES versus RUSSELL MEANS and 


SR-75-39 


AT CANNONBALL, NO. DAK. 06-11-75 2;55 FM 


_[furnished the following information to| 

Special Officer, at the Public Health Clinic in Cannonball. 


“[residence on 


states he was fix ing fence on the hill by thef 


une 7, 1975, with! 


fcwo boys, and a guy by the name of 


states he saw 


^police car go down the hill by[ 


then saw two car s come up th e hill and turn around, they were both 
side by side on the road. :>ught they were going to drag race. 


states he saw 


police ca r com e back up the hill to- 


ward the cars. Does not know if they stopped or what, but he heard 
two sounds in succession, and believes they could have been a shot and an 
echo, or a car muffler. | "S tates they were at the end of a ravine 


so he could have heard an echo. 


states he saw 


on and the police car started soutn. 
thing must have happened after he saw the lights on the police car 


ights on top of his police car come 

states he then thought some- 


is a former police officer with about fifteen years 

experience. 
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were made to locate 


On Juno 12—1975 nnd .Tnno 12., 1975, efforts 


_land other 'witnesses 

to the incidents involving RUSSELL MEANS on June 7, 1975, 
■with negative results. 


On June 13, 1975. 
contacted by Special AgentF 
of employment, the Unit ed T: 
that conversation. Miss 


_|was telephonically 

at her place 
bribes Training center. During 
stated that she did not 
want to talk with Agents or anyone else about what she 
had observed on June 7, 1975. Sh e said that she had _ 


given her story to RUSSELL MEANS*] 
and she was told by him that she did net hd We to speak to 
anyone else. 


On the same date. 


b6 

b7C 


._ R USSELL MEANS* was 

telephonically contacted at his office, i n the Unit ed 
Tribes Training Center, at Bismarck. Mr. | |was 

advised that difficulty was being encountered in locating 
witnesses to the June 7, 1975 incidents, involving RUSSELL 
MEANS, for purpose of interview. It was suggested that 
if he is in contact with any of those witnesses, and if 
they desire to make a state ment to th e FBI, that opportunity 
Would be af forded th< *m. Mr] I stated that he had 

felt 

suggested 


spoken with 


£ 


] and 


and. 


_ because he 

that they might be sunjeec to prosecution, he had 


that they not submit to interviews with law enforcement 
of ficials unt il they had conferred with their attorney. 
Mr.| |said that he was pot representing ft hose two 

men, iie had also spoken withl and, when 

she asked if she had to tell her Story te law b nforcement 
officials, he told her that she did not , M r.f 


said that he 
but, because he is 


R_ 


did not think that 
-to intervie w. He said tnat 
M kind 


nTZHTcrnr^rETTr- 


to the FBI, that 


3 would want to,_siihmii; 
d advise both 


;rf 

ismi 


er story te 
her that she did not 
is in regular contact with 

close friend qf RUSSELL MEANS, he 


that they could make a 
same day, if they so desired. 
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RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; ^ 

LIEUTENANT l I | 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS - 


Character: 


ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER 


Synopsis: 


Witnp.sfip. 5 J _ | Twin Buttes, North Dakota, and 

\ Bismarck, North Dakota, interviewed 

and rep niTg set forth._rffnr-fs to -interview witnesses. 

^ I and I 

|negative"! felA investigation set forth. Preliminary 
hearing scheduled for 7/10/75, before U.S. Magistrate, 
Bismarck. RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS bound over for trial 

on North Dakota state charges of "Aggravated Assault and_ 

Battery." Tribal charges against MEANS and |_ 

I postponed indefinitely at Fort Yates, North 
Dakota. ARMED and DANGEROUS. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
arc not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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. I. WITNESS INTERVIEWS 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


*0ote of lranscriplion_ 6/18/75 


Was intpr v-ifiwFid nt thel~ 
apartment I 


nown as 


1reside 

TTU&J - 


£ 


ismarck. 


advised that he is staying with theL 
for a few day s, but will soon be going back to live 

P 


with his aunt. 


who resides in t he communit y 


of Tv/in Buttes, worm uaisoxa. In about July, [ 
plans to re turn to his parent’s residence. 

Mr. and Mrs, 


They are 


Blaine, Minnesota, 


b6 

b7C 


1975, he 


with his gtrlf^ie 


advised that on the night of June 6, 
attended a j.?ow wow and da nce at Twin Buttes, 


sister.f 


nd, | ~~| whose real name 

1 ‘ They w ent to the pow wow with I 


_is 


_and her boyfriend, 

■gmted that he is not 
with the American Indian Movement (AIM), 
out that they were going to an AIM dance. _ 
also said to him ”we*re with AIM”.' RUSSELL MEANS and 
several of his associates were at the dance, 


affiliated 
but he found 



A-f* 3*nn PI . m. 



the 

girls and 

Ilea the' 

aanee xn 


black 1964 Ford, 


driving and they traveled from Twin 
North Dakota, with RUSSEul 
were in two other cars 

blueish 


was 
dt on, 


BUiiuH to Kicrrar 
HEAiiS—^nd some friends, who 
recalled that RUSSELL 
with[ 


] 


MEANS was in a blueish green car, _ ^ _ 

Also there was a dark blue Maverick, occupied by two 
girls, names unknown. There may have been others in 
the cars, but | |could not say who they might have 

been. 


In Richardton, MEANS and 


called a 


police officer and had him open a gas station for them. 
They gassed up their cars and left Richardton at about 
4*30 a.m. (CT). The three cars traveled on 1-94 to 
Bismarck, North Dakota, where they went to RUSSELL MEANS f s 
house which is located on about 10th Street, nesct to a _ 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
if' and; ils -contents are * not to be distributed outside your agency. - 


8 • - 







MP 89-231 


t railer court. Upon their arrival there, 
aidl ns lept in their car, while[ 


went inside the house „ They s-16.pt 
ana suosequentiy ate some food in their car, where 
they remained until about 11:00 a -cl. _ PT* At about 


Jmd 


XT* 

](la 


st name 


that time, a big Indian male, 
unknown) came to the MEANS house in his red and v.’hit< 
Chevr pT«+ n-Sr-Wm-n — majfcfr a storage ton built i nto the 

and 


bed. 

the car ajid toldl 


conknirF 


Cannon Ball, 


:ot into 

that they were going to 
Jplace i'n uannon Ball, for a barbeque steak 
The three cars previously described, plus 
Jpickup, traveled in caravan fashion, towards 


b6 

b7C 


at a bar, 
Dakot a. 


The first stop they made along the road was 
which' wqs in a pink buil dingo in Huff, North 


3 


and the 


girls stayed in the 


car, outside, because they were under 21, but all of 
the other s* including RUSSELL MEANS, went inside, 


and the girls did go inside the bar for about 
five minutes, but they were not aware of any trouble 
there 0 They ate sandwiches in the car oifcide and then 
the group got on the road again and traveled approximately 
five miles to their next stop at Fort Rice, North Dakota. 


car 

the 


The 

before any of 
Fort Rice and 
truck ran out 
the others pushed the 
gassed up. They were 
attached on the north 
a bar, which is 


hvas 


at 


in, arrived 

others. They gassed the car nn 
then waited for the others, 
of gas between Huff and Fort 


Fort Rice 

i_sj 

pickup 


nice, mru so 

pickup to Fort Rice, where they all 
at a gas station with a grocery store 
end of town. Then they all went to 
located at the other end of ,town.—in Fort 



girls and 


the 

bar, 


t 

ook 

~ w 


inside the 


heard that 
an attempt 


a .30-.30 
unloaded 
|was tqki nsL 
it. 


Jiar, except 

] Before guxug 
le from the rack, 
the vehicle 


2 


the 

TTT5TUO 


rifle, 
maintained 


to hocic 

which was apparently 
that he and the 


empty 


L 


inside 


rif 

it beside 

lia. rifle i nside the b 
observed l 

into the .bar 
girls did not go, into 


m— 

carry the 
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the bar, but he did say that 
gone inside for a few minutes. 


|may have 

A short time later, 
the group came outside from the bar and tho^. were 
carrying about three cases of beer. was carry¬ 

ing the gun out and he put it back on tne rack in his 
truck. T here was no mention of a fight in the bar and 
|was not aware of any trouble there. They 
split the beer up between the cars and again went on 
their way towards Cannon Ball. 


possibly f 


stated that there were four or 
:xve cars' that traveled from Bismarck en route 
to Cannon Ball, in the caravan he has been describing. 
The same four persons, including himself, were in the 
bhck 1964 Ford. The two girls, whose names he could 
not recall, and who had traveled with them from Twin— 

INS. I 


Buttes, were still • 

In the gronns._RUSSELL 


and 

were 

car mat naa come trom Twin Buttes* 1 


unknown! 

truck. 

thought 


(last name 


his girlfriend and child were in tie nic lnm 
was the only one in the group that 


may nave been drunk, during the trip. He ssaiu 


that there might have been another car, but he could 
not think of the car or who might have been in it 


The caravan left Fort Rice, with the 
car leaving first and the others following. Tli© cars 
proceeded to pass each other several times, as they 
traveled and finally they crossed the bridge, over the 
Cannon Ball river and pulled into a roadside area, just 
on the other side of the bridge. At that point, the 
. l<?a<3 car .was the pickup truck, then the MEANS car, t he 

1_[car and the car with the two girls. | ] 

Jparked the car a little ways away from the 


place where the other cars were parked and then he got 
out and went o ver to the rest of the grou p, where they 


were drinking 


o * 


and the 


girls stayed 


in the parked car, where they remained for about ten or 
fifteen minutes. 
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observed a white Bureau of Indian 
Affaii'S (BIA) police car, with a red light on top, 
petrolling the road on the o pposite side of the park. 

At about th at time, I I took his pickup truck and 

I raced fdrnrrl alon g the road in the direction 

of Cannon Ball. _turned around on an approach 

to the highway and headed back to the group. The pickup 
backed into' an approach and, about that time, the police 
car passed the group and went to the top of the rise, 
where the pickup truck was. The police car pulled alongside 
the pickup . ±jmck. a nd the police officer inside talked 
briefly to|in the pickup truck. Thepolice car M 

remained beside the pickup truck for about one or one 
and a half minutes and then drove off in the direction 
of Cannon Ball. At about the same time, all of the 
other cars in Hie group were driven to the top of the 
rise to find out what the policeman had wanted. By the 
time these cars got to the road from the roadside area, 
the police car was leaving. The police car went a short 
distance and then turned around and came back towards the 
o-rnim. As the police car approached, RUSSELL MEANS and 

_ walked out into the road and stopped the police 

car. The police officer, who was in uniform, got out 
from behind the steering wheel and talked to the two men. 

.The boy, who was riding in the passenger side of the front 

seat with the p olice officer, and who _subsequently 

learned was the ! I remained seated, 

n 1 fhnnpti t he door was open, and his legs were outside. 

observed the police officer unsnap the strap 
over ms gun as he got out of the car. 

RUSSELL MEANS and talked to the police 

officer far n f-imo—|near the front of the car, by the left 

head light *|_I then walked over to the right side 

of the car and was talking to the __ 

while standing near the right headlight. | | could 

not hear the conversation, but said that mere aia not 
appear to be any kind of an argument going on. 


The police officer went over to[ 


grabbed him by his hair, froir 
and shook him to the ground. 



on both sides, 
went down and 
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the police officer still had him by the hair. RUSSELL 

MEANS went over to| to help. _£he police 

officer, who was stxIJ. holding|_ down by the 

hair, grabbed RUSSELL MEANS by the scruff of his neck 
and put him down on the ground . The pol ice officer’s 
gun was still in its holster. I ^—I observed 

RUSSELL MEANS start to get up, while |_ |was st ill 

on the ground on hi s knees. At that point, | I 

looked away towards|_^_ and then he heard 

a shot. He'looked up and saw RUSSELL MEANS grab the 
rear of his back, on the left s ide, high on his h u , tto .cks 
and go down to the ground. The | I 

had pulled a shotgun out of the car at-about thaX nuft# 
and was covering the others, who were across the street, 
by the rest of the cars, watching. The,police officer 
then picked up RUSSELL MEANS from the ground, by the 
back of his belt, held by his shoulder, and 

put them both into the back of the squad car. The 
police officer and I I then both jumped into the 

car, turned around, and drove off with his red light 
flashing and at a high rate of speed. 

All of the vehicles that had been parked by 
the scene of the incident just described then proceeded 

. n -« i -I 4_ • J 1 1 _ _*1 J M u m L A A VI 


to follow and keen up Wi th 
that the MEANS ! m ad 

between the police car and 

was riding. |_|could 

bumped the police car or nn 
nnr ho was in, bumped the I 

_| was driving theL 

was driving the car in which 


with the police car. The car 
_]had been in was the cmlv one 

and the car in which | _ 

could not say if the MEANS car 
or not. bu t he did know that the 
the I Icar at leas t- - ^^ - 


. while|_ 

kvas riding. 


the I 

WOUJL 


As they traveled, they passed several police 
cars. The police cars turned around, caught the procession, 
and stopped all of the cars, except the police car. The 
occupants were ordered out of the cars, were spread against 
the cars and searched , and then w ere placed in squad cars. 
Thfj Ip-irls and! I we re put in one car, while 

and I V/Ui J put in another. 

■riod to g et “into mu Police car with his - 1 

\ girls, but the police told him to go home. 


Igirls, but the police told him to go home ; 
ake him with them. Somehow,.the girls who 
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had been driving the other car in the procession, had 
gotten away. With the police driving both the police 
cars and the other cars that had been in the procession, 
the group proceeded to the .jail at Port Yates, Y/hen 
they arrive d there.I |was already in a cel l and 


was drunk, 
arrived and 


__ came in to the i 

,he was shouting "get 


He was swinging at the officers. 


liL 


as[ 


] 


to a hospital", 
so ne was arrested. 


There was no other trouble at the jail. 


(recalled, that he was put in jail at 
lia remained there until 11:30 a.nn, the 


about 4;4o p.m. .... _ _ _ _ _, _ 

next morning. At 7:30 p.m. on the night of June 7, 1975, 
RUSSELL MEANS was transfer red from the jail to the hospital, 
To the best of [ knowledge, this was the first 

time that RUSSELL MEANS asked to be taken to a hospital 
and his request'was honored. He recalled that RUSSELL 
MEANS* hair was in a ponytail throughout the day, just 
described. 


315 West 
at United 
extensions! 


_stated that he did not know wh ere 

could be contacted. He said that_ 
living at John ny Ruth Vi lla, apartmen 


w as 

Indiana, telephone 
Tribes Traini ng Center, 


T 


ivtf 


and she was working 
ToEphone 225-3285, ■ 


male, bor 


5 


~l stated tha.t he is an American Indian 
Selective Service Number 
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II. BIA INVESTIGATION 
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AT'BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 


On June 13, 1975 , 


Agency Special 


Officer, Bureau of Indian AJrrairs <.bia; , Standing Rock 
Indian Reseryation, Agency Headquarters at Fort- Yates, North 
Dakota, submitted to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
a copy of the Bureau of Indian Affairs report concerning 

the |Tnattfln - illl *± 4-»^ ,States versus RUSSELL MEANS 

and 


The report read as follows: 
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SUMMARY: Tliis report relates to a violation of SECTION 111, TITLE 18, 
U.S.C.A. - RESISTING AND IMPEDING A FEDERAL OFFI¬ 
CER by RUSSELL MEANS,.an adult male Indian, and an enrolled member 
of the Oglala Sioux Tribe o f Indians, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, and 
I I an adult male Indian, and an enrolled member 

of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe of Indians, Rosebud, South Dakota, who did, on 
or about June 7, 1975 . resist lawful arrest a nd did impede said arrest by 
attempting to assault_| a Bureau of Indian Affairs Po¬ 

lice Officer, and said offense did occur'on Highway 1806 within the exter¬ 
ior boundaries of the Standing Rock Sioux Indian Reservation, Sioux Coun¬ 
ty, northwest of Cannonball, North Dakota. 

i 
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FACTS: On June 7, 1975, at 3:42 p.m., a radio message was received 
from the Morton County Sheriffs office, Mandan, North Dak¬ 
ota, that RUSSELL MEANS and a group of Indians had assaulted two per¬ 
sons at Fort Rice, North Dakota, which is in Morton County. The iden¬ 
tity of the victims were not given. 


I 


At 3:52 p. m 
ball river. 


-LLl 


^advises that[_ 

_J him to assist him. 


_pbserved the subjects at the Cannon- 

j states there was a nic kup and three vehicles , Lt. 

was with him, so Lt. 



harassing us." Lt. 


harassing you, I’d be yver c 
"Check me out then. ” 


'We don’t want you 


said to Lt. 

advised, "I’m not arassing you. If I was 
aching you out. " RUSSELL MEANS said, 
replied, "I have no reason to check you out 


M BANS was standing in front of the police vehicle. MEANS then asked 

| | "Who are you?” 

replied, "I'm 


MEANS said, "You're a tough son of a bitch.' 

I then started movintr toward 1 

so Lt. grabbed 


resisted, so Lt 


rest." RUSSELL MEAN'S started toward Lt.| 
stated, "You're under arrest too. " 


lsaid. 


you re ti 
so Lt. 


nder ar- 








-7ST 


■N 





FACTS CONT’D: Lt. 


I rivises oth ers in the party began tn snr- 


Lt 


round him, as|_ 

drew his revolver, and Lt, 


I 


was ha nging on to 


i 


]threw RUSSELL MEANS 


down, and in doing so, ]his gun discharged. The bullet ricocheted off the 
black top road and the bullet struck RUSSELL MEANS in t he buttock . Lt. 
l advises MEANS wouldn't get i n the police unit , so|_picked 


MEANS up and put him in the vehicle, 
group off with a riot gun and they dispersed, 
group then followed him to Fort Yates. 


Lt. 


held f he rest of the 
advises the 


At 5:00 p.m., RUSS ELL MEANS refused medical assistance from Dr. . 
I l at the Indian Health Service Hospital in Fort Yates, 

MEANS stated he would receive treatment from his 

that he knew his rights and could 


North Dakota. 

medicine man, stating to Dr. 
not be compelled to receive medical treatment. 


Special Officer 

lodge the subject ITT jail. 


then instructed Lt 


to 


At 5:10 p.m., Special Officer! 
advised Special Agent 


elephonically 

Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 


tion, Bismarck, North Dakota of the offense. 


At 5:15 p.m. 
fairs, Aberdeen, South Dakota, was 
by Special Officer: and 


Bureau of Indian Af- 
ephonicallv advised of the facts 
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At 9:50 p.m., on June 7, 1975, 


an adult male Indian, 


appeared at the Fort Y ates Police Department and advised Agency Sp e 


cial Officer^ 
the hospital. 


that RUSSELL MEANS wanted to see 


bt 


While]_|was at the Public Health Service Hospital in Fort Yates, 

MEANS advised that he did not want any trouble at Fort Yates, since he 

MEANS stated he would lik e to kn ow 
MEANS stated that he, 


what autl 

lority 


the 


ad. 


of the Bureau of Indian Affairs officer, is f 


he 


MEANS was advised that this would be checked out. 


MEANS a lso stated that he did not want to press charges agains; 
that he had already shook hands wit! 


MEANS also wanted to know what charges were against him,_ 

| | and the others involved. Also stated that he was not at Fort Rice 
and that someone must have been using his name. MEANS was told 
that this would all be checked out. 








On June 9, 197‘ 
Rock Tribal Cc 

1 

_1 Standing_ 

mncil. advised Aeencv Si 

fecial Office* 
had reported 


thatl 

to him tnat umcer 

|shot RUSSEL MEANS. 

' 


advised on June 9, 1975 that, while at the 


1 Iresidence. he heard two shots. Thi 

s statement was made in the 


iffice in the presence of | 

and 

Mrs. 


of t 

he Standing Rock Agency. 


At 1:10 p.m. on June 11, 1975, 


and 


that he heard four shots whi 


Informed Officer 
.e he was walking near his 


corral, and that 


Twas with him. 


1 advises he also hea rd tires squealing, and made a comment to 
_ 'What are they doing, having a drag race?” 

""ktated the shot sounded muffled. 





> 


AT FORT YATES, NO. DAK. 


06-11-75 11:50 AM 


_| 45-year-old male Indian, enrolled on the Standing 

Rock Sioux Reservation, and Lt. of Police with the Standing Rock Police 
Department at Fort Yates, North Dakota, furnished the following state- . 
ment. 


Officer|_(idvised that on June 7, 1975, h e entered on dut y 

at 3:30 p .m. He checked the Cannonball area, picked up_ 

who is a Jailer/Radio Dispatcher at the Standing Rock P olice De¬ 
partment, to take him to work at police headquarters, as Officei_ 

was going to Fort Yates to gas up his unit and for police business. 

At this time, [ntercepted a radio message between the Fort Yates 

Police Department and the Morton County Sheriff s Office, advising of an 
incident at the Fort Rice Bar involving A. I. M. members with rifles. 

responded to the call by advising headquarters he would keep | ~| 
with him until police assistance arrived from Fort Yates to assist 
with checking out the report. 

i 

Officei then | "fc nd proceeded north on High- 

way 1806 to check on the whereabouts of subjects involved in incident at 
Fort Rice. observed a party of persons on the south side of the 

Cannonball river, on the w est side of the highway, which consisted of 
three cars and one pickup. jthen called police headquarters, ad-' 

vising of the party believed to-be subjects in the Fort Rice incident. 


i 





AT FORT YATES, NO. DAK. 06-11-75 

drove east along the Cannonball river about one half mile, turned 

around and got back on,Highway 1806 and headed south. _advises 

he then parked at the RIEDINGER tu rn off. A few minutes later, Sheriff 
KENNETH SNIDER came by and tolcj I that there was nobody at the 

Cannonball river bridge. I h gain called police headquarters and 

advised of the Sheriffs report, and that he would continue to check for 
subjects. 

A d approached the Cannonball river bridge, he observe d the same 

vehicles. Police headquarters was notified of this. [ then turned 

east on the river road and drove about 1/ 4 mile and turned around. At this 
time, Office | observed a green pickup heading south on Highway 

1806 at a high rate speed. Other vehicles wit h the party were parked west 

of the highway. The green car spun around at_residence, turned 

off and faced north on Highway 1806. The pickup turned around or_ 

approach and parked there. 


proceeded south on H ighway 1806. and then notic ed the nirl pip 

belonged to and was driven by f _il2E 

ped be side the pickup and asked him, "How is everything?" _ 

stated ''Some white guy drew a rifle on us at the Fort Rice bar, 
and some great big white guy was standing in there and he looked Pfeti 


big, so we got the hell out of there. 
that the big man probably was_ 


advise 
as he ism 



lreplied, "Yes, he looked quite old.' 


big and quite 
[then said. 


Til see you” and backed up. 
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AT FORT YATES, NO. DAK. 


06-11-75 ' 


wit! 


lheaded south and calle d headqu arters to advise of his conversation 

Officer Iwas instruc ted by police 


headquarters to go back and find out from| 
was driving the other vehicles. 


if he knew who 


Inoticed the other cars coming south, so he turned 


At this time 

into the approach on the east side of the road, backed around and proceed¬ 
ed north. At this time, all the vehicles were parked on the west side of 
the road. A subject in a red shirt and brown or black vest got out of one 
of the cars and ran acro ss the road into the driving lane to stop the police 

Ivas driving. A second subject in a white Tshirt 


vehicle Officer 


approach ed the police unit also, but did not get directly in front of the car . 
_advises he got out of his squad car and his deputy, _ 


got out also and stood by his door on the right side. Office^ 


he 


walked toward the front of the car, and at this time, subject wearing tl 
vest stood directly in front of the squad car. The other subj ect blocked 
lappr oach. and subject with the vest asked Iwhat he want¬ 


ed. |_|stated that he didn’t want anythi ng and 

subject wanted. Subjec t wanted t o know what 


up and down the roads. 



know what 


Jwas doing driving 


informed subject that he is a police of¬ 


ficer and this is his patrol district, and that he also patrols these roads. 
Subject th en stated that this was his district also, and again wanted to 


know what 


Iwas doing there. 


Subject walked directly in front o f Office^ 
quit harrassing them. 


and demanded that he 


if he were, he would be down che cking them out. 
’Check me out." 


Jadvised that he was not harrassing them. 
Subject in the vest then 


said, 

him out, but if he did, he would be checked out. 


replied that he had no reason to check 







AT FORT YATES, NO, DAK.. 


06-11-75 


Subject then turned, walk ed toward Deput y 
you?" He was informed , 
in front of 
you?" 


land asked, "Who are 
Subject then moved directly 
and said, "You’re a tough son of a bitch, aren't 
Ireplied, "You God damn rights I am, " 


Subject in the white T shirt started towards the oth er subjec t and it ap¬ 


peared he was going to start something, so Officer 
bv the hair in the back of the head. Subject raised 


grabbed him 


his hand to Officer 
threw "subject to the .ground, picked him up and ad¬ 
vised him he was un der arrest . Subject in the vest came running back 

to help his partner. _then drew his revolver and stepped to the 

east side of the road, still holding on to subject he arres ted. At this 
time, another subject got out of the car nearestf 

sc[ 


the vest started to scuffle witH 


|and subject in 
[grabbed subject on 


the left shoulder, in which hand he had his service revolver, threw the 
subject to the ground, and on retrieving his revolver, it accidently dis¬ 
charged. 


Jplaced the subject u nder arrest, and subject didn't appear to be 


hurt bad. Officer 


stood him on his feet and helped both subjects 
into the back seat of the police car, while his deputy held off the remain¬ 
ing membe rs of the p arty with a 12 ga. shotgun, as they were approach¬ 
ing Officer 


le p; 


advised headquarters of inciden t and proceeded south on High- 

glanced in his rear view mirror 


way 1806 with flashing lights. 






AT FORT YATES, NO. DAK. 


06-11-75 


and observed the other vehicles following him, t raveling a t a speed 80 
90 miles per hour. The green vehicle tail gated | | all the way, 


at times, bumper to bumper, until intercepted by other police vehicles 
from headquarters. 


While enroute to Fort Yates, Officer] 


fiiscovered that subject 


who was shot was RUSSELL MEANS and advised police headquarters. 


RUSSELL MEANS was taken directly to the Public Health Service Hospi¬ 
tal, but refused to enter the hospital for treatment, stating he knew his 
rights and could not be forced to go inside for treatment. MEANS also 


state d that his medici: 
gatorl 
Dr 


:ie man would take care of him. 
Cap tail Officerl 


were waiting at the hospital when 


Criminal Inves ti- 
md 


arrived with sub¬ 


jects. 


After refusing treatment, RUSSELL MEANS was taken to the agency jail 


and lodged. Other subiects were taken 

cers 

anc 








V 



- -l. 


y 






AT CANNONBALL, NO. DAK. 


06-11-75 -2:55 PM 


special umcer, at tne 


furnished the following information tq 
Public Health Clinic in Cannonball. 


[states he was fixi ng fence on the hill by thd 


as fixin 

residence on June 7, 1975, with|_ 


two boys, and a guy by the name oi 


states he saw_p police car go down the hill by 

then saw two cars come up the hill and turn around, they were both 


side by side on the road. 


thought they were going to drag race. 


states he saw 


police ca r come back up the hill to¬ 
ward the cars. Does not know if they stopped f | or what, but he heard 
two sounds in succession, and believes they could have been a shot and an 
echo, or a car muffler. S tates they were at the end of a ravine 

so he could have heard an echo. 


| states he saw i _ i 

on and the police car started south. [ 


lights on. top of his police car come 

states he then thought some¬ 


thing must have happened after he saw the lights on the police car. 

lis a former police officer with about fifteen years 


experience. 
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III. PROSECUTIVE ACTION 





PROSECUTION: FEDERAL 


voluntarily surrendered 

to the United States Marshal at Bismarck, North Dakota 


during- the p.vp.m'ri g of June 17 , 1975 , accompanied by I __ 

1 United Tribes Employment Training Center, 

BismarcK, and was immediately afforded a hea ping before U.S. 
Magistrate HARRY J. PEARCE. PEARCE released 
$5,000 unsecured bond and appointed 
as counsel. 


E 




on 

ismarck, 


The preliminary hearing in this matter was scheduled 
by U.S. Magistrate PEARCE for July 10, 1975, at 1:30 PM, b6 

at the Federal Building, Bismarck, North Dakota. • b7c 

PROSECUTION: STATE 

/ 

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS was afforded a preliminary 
hearing before Judge WILLIAM ENGELTER of the Morton County 
Court of Increased Jurisdiction, Mandan, North Dakota, on 
June 26, 1975. He was bound over for trial in Morton County 
District Court on a charge of "Aggravated Assault and Battery," 
in violation of Section 12-26-10, North Dakota Century Code. 
Personal recognizance bond in the amount of $25,000 was 
continued. 


PROSECUTION: TRIBAL 


|_|. Criminal Investigator, Bureau 

of Indian Affairs (BIA), Fort Yates, North Dakota, stated 
on July 1, 1975, that the Tribal Court appearance for 
individuals charged with violation of the Tribal Code, 

Standing Rock Sinuv Trnhg. on June 7. _ 197 5 . including RUSSELL 

CHARLES MEANS and |_|has been postponed 

indefinitely. 
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-' : *By The Assoda U^fess V v>-£ 
.■ Ameri ca n indi an. iMo vem ent : 
leader jtusse ll Means has been ^ 
bou^dyJvSP^^ 

Distric t * Court on -a’ charge of : iy 
yagg ra vatechassaul t #'; 4 : , * s >;> 


*.. *•>.> • * 
‘, -' -\, * , i.iJvi’ ';■ 

* - . -. A',: 


jin uiCiuoi’a xtice uas; * 

Jr* K v^fiv* 

i •:^Judge ‘William "Eng&W of 
"‘the Morton > County .Court "of ‘ 
^Increased/'Jurisdiction' Jn : - 
• Mandan Thursdayo r dered r ‘ 
Means.-*bound* over for trial. ' 

■ The Iria^dateVriftbeiet fiythe 
district" ^ourt," >a -''court 
spokesman-said., ■**;,. •’ 

1 At -thfe preliminary'^Hearing .-* A 
Meausa •.attorney.,- .- gRatohu 
Lepera;-^3 ismarck. masked , 
: 'Ewgelter to-retain^jurisdiction.. 
o^er .the'case and^try^itvas^l \\ 
1 /’simple case of/assault.”'*.: r x m \ 
t LePera said- there appeared 
-t rbe a “lack of identification % 
: ■a|nd.:o&er ? '«inKgmties , i^con :: . | 


es v^con- 


L v,H6wever;^^Mof&ns County 
/State’s. .Atty. .RicharcLSehnell 
ysaid there “has been-probable 
k cause r^sho wn • v'of-taggr a va ted 
vassaulfc”; ‘SchnellCisked > that 
rMeans be- Sound - over:'' 

.: fn; binding Hover;;:Means^ 
Engeker continued Jds‘^25,0M 
-personal recognizance.- bond] 

-5*’The charge stemmed from 
an'altercation in *which:Arien 
^Kettich;;^;Mandahv’ was 
■ allegedly '.struck '-With • a riOe 
'butt. \t \Jr\ ’* 

;-Means still rhustfacetfederal 
..charges of . interfering with a 
.Bureau of Indian'Affairs'police 
officer.^Thaty charge * was 
gner a ted - from !*. an ! jin cidenf 
following :thevbart r altercation, 
and Means Js^also Ifree.bn a 
■personal'. ;recohghi2ahce< .bond 
on that charge,^’£&-/ .. 

- Means, was-.wounded.dn, the* 
BIA incident5-^e\spentVweek 
recovering. =iri:^ vBismarck 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


Page 1 


THE BISMARCK TRIBONE 


Bismarck, No. Dakota 


Date; 6/27/75 

Edition: Final 

a u «hot: AP, Bismarck^RD 

Editers JOHN 0. HJELLS 

Title: 

RUSSELL CHARLES KEANS: 
ET AL 

Character: AF 0 


: KF 89-231 


Classification: 
Submitting Office: 


Being Investigated 


.SERIALIZED. 


-INDEXED ^ . 

ffi-Eoj^^r 


JULR 187! 













MP 89-231 

•'The Bismarck Tribune" 
Bismarck, North Dakota 
6 / 27/75 
Page 1 





DIRECTOR, FBI (89-3220) 
(ATTENTION: EXHIBITS SECTION) 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (39-231) (P) 


7/10/75 


T>ITQQT>TT r-TTAT?? T?Q MT’A ATp r 

rrd b ureau of 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 1 - I I 

AFO 


00: MINNEAPOLIS 

Re Minneapolis report of SA 

6/13/75. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are three pages of rough 
dr afts of a diafm .-m m d code for the diagram as prepared by 
SA|I and based on events which were involved 


In cautioned offense 


Assistant U,S. Attorney (AUSA) 


i - i — i r- 

HmTZGT IklB liO'L 



'vet been scheduled» Tiie Frel 


I 


inaE In this 


has been scheduled for 7/10/7S and presentation to the Federal 
Grand Jury will bo 7/15/75. 


It is requested that the enclosures be examined by 
the Exhibits Section and an enlarged diagram be prepared as 
an exhibit for trial. The rough draft notes may be returned 
to Minneapolis upon completion of the exhibit. -□-, 



2 - Bureau (Enc. 3) 
? - Minneapolis 
Dmf 

T^rr 
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BISMARCK, N.D. «® — Ameri¬ 
can Indian Movement leader Rus¬ 
sell Means and Thomas Richard 
Poor Bear pleaded innocent yester¬ 
day to charges of "resisting, impos¬ 
ing, impeding and interfering with 
a federal officer" in the perform¬ 
ance of his duties. 

The charges stem from an inci¬ 
dent on the Standing Rock Indian 
Reservation June 7 during which 
Means was shot and later hospital¬ 
ized. 

{ r * - * 

In an arraignment before U.$* 
District Judge Bruce Van Sickle 
yesterday, attorneys for the defenli 
crants challenged the composition 
of the grand jury that handed down 
the indictment. The attorneys also ■ 
asked for a change of venue and 
for a, bill of particulars. 

Means' acting attorney, Kenneth 
Tilsen, St. Paul, said later that the 
venue change was sought because 
of assassination dangers to Means 
and because of pre-trial publicity. 

No trial date was set pending a 
decision on the motions, but the 
judge said he wanted to proceed' 
with the trial in September unless 1 
it became impossible to arrange jt 
with Means' nine other pending 
trials. > % 

The judge also said he woulc | 
continue the $5,000 personal recog ! 
itizance bond for each defendant!! 
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Fage ^Wednesday, duty ^ .iak-r‘% BlsMAKCK TRIBUNE 


Arraignment 


American Indian Movement 
leader Russell Means and 
• Richard, Poor Bear are. to Be 
arraigned in U.S. District 
Court here Thursday in one of a 
series.of hearingsbeginhing at 
2 p.m. - 

Means and Poor Bear are 
charged! withirtterferring with 
a federal Officer in the per¬ 
formance of His duty. The 
charge stems from a JUne 7 
- incident on the Standing Rock. 
Indian Reservation ' .near 
Cannorn Ball. 

Means was. shot during the 
scuffleand later hospitalized-ia 
Bismarck. 

The AIM leader is scheduled 
to appear before U.S. District 
Judge Bruce M, Van Sickle. He 
has been free on x a $ 5,006 
personal recognizance; bond; 

Also set to be arraigned 
Thursday is David Kirkaldie, 
New Town. Kirkaldie was 
indicted July 6 on charges of 
burglary and arson, allegedly ' 
, committed on the Fort Bertr 
hold' Indian Reservation. 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state. 
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ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER 


^a+omontc_o£_BIA Police Officers 


and 


__ Fort Yates, North Dakota, set forth. 

MEANS and POOR EyEAE, failed to appear for preliminary 
hearing on 7/10/75. Hearing continued until 7/18/75. 

MEANS and POOR BEAR indicted by FGJ, Fargo, North Dakota, 
7/15/75, for violation Title 18, USC, Sections 111 and 1114. 
MEANS charged with Simple Assault in Municipal Court, 
Bismarck, North Dakota, 8/4/75. ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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ftp- POTmtinnication- dated July 10,. 1-975, Mrs 


Branch of judicial, Prevention 
and Enforcement Services, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), 
Fo ayt Vatog. Hnr>th n? kota, submitted to .the FBI a statement 

pta PniiVp Of ficer, dated June 7, 1975 

Police Officer, 
statements 


by 


I 


and a statement byl- 

furnished on June 13, 
follow: 


1975 


_ BIA 

Copies of 


these 
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I, 


Bureau of Indian Affairs Police Officer, furnish 


the following information concerning my duties on June 7, 1975, between the 
hours of 4:00 p. m. and 6:00 p.m. ; 


At 4:12 p.m. on June 7, 1975, I checked into the police department for duty 
and until 4:25 p.m., I was getting my gear together and a vehicle to head 
south for the S outh Dakota area. At this time, I was advised by Captain 
I I to stick around, as there had been, some trouble at Fort Rice, 

North Dakota, and the Morton County Sheriffs office inquired as to how many 
units this department had available at this time. 



am 


f 


lhad 


knocked the muffler off their 
and I had been instructed to 


At this time, Sgt. 

police unit, so we exchanged units, as 
return to Fort Yates. As we wer e returnin g to Fort Yates, we heard a 
message by t wo-way r adio that Lt.| |had been shot. A second or 


so later, Lt. [_ 


was on the air, advising that it wasn't him, but RUS¬ 


SELL MEANS who had been shot, and that he was shot accidentally. 


The Fott Yates Police Department then advised to disregard on returning 
to Fort Yates and continue on to Cannonball. There was some traffic on 
the two-way radio, but we were unable to copy, due to the noise from our 
vehicle. 


Jwas on the radio again, advising that some cars were follow- 


Lt. 

ing him and were following very close at a high rate of speed and that he 
was enroute to Fort Yates with two of the su bjects. We were near GUL- 
LICKSON's crossing, when Officer | | cautioned us that all the ve¬ 

hicles were headed right in our direction. We stopped by mile post #24 





south of GULLICKSON's gate and we could then see Lt. police 

unit come over the hill, followed by a green vehicle and then a black Ford 
and some other car which we could not identify, as smoke was pouring out 
from the engine of our unit and I was afraid we may have blown the engine. 

We turned around and tried to catch up to the vehicles, but we co uldn't get 
near until we starte d down co ttonwood hill. At this time. Office^ 
was advising OfficerL^ 


|to slow down. The vehicles were finally 


Officer! 
"No”. 


stopped. I got out of my squad car and approached the black F ord and I 
could then identify the driver as I advised 

the subject to get out of his vehicle ana tnat ne was under arrest. Subject 
was th en searc hed. As subject was about to get into the police vehicle, 

_psked if I had search ed another Indian male, mv rep ly was 

While in the police vehicle, iras also 

advised that he was arrested for failure to yield. I then searched the 
black Ford and found some beer on the front seat. 

I drove the black Ford back to Fort Yates and the vehicle was parked at 
police headquarters. I was assisting other officers in lodging subjects 
when an unknown subject approached from the rear of the building and 
started shouting at the officers. I asked subject to leave twice, but he 


to 


refused and stated he wasn’t going to leave until they took 
the hospital. I asked the subject to leave again, he refused, and I then 
advised him he was under arrest for disturbing the peace. Subject start¬ 
ed to resist and a scuffle ensued, so I used force by placing my arms under 
his arms and clasped my hands around the back of his neck. I then nlacq ri 
the subjec t in the male drunk tank and he was then identified asl 
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AT FORT YATES, NO. DAK. 


06-13-75 


I, 


Bureau of Indian Affairs Police Officer, furnish 


the following information concerning my duties between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. on June 7, 1975 and 3:00 a.m. on June 8, 1975. 


I was on patrol duty in McLaughlin, Sout h Dakota, and at about 3:49. 


was adv ised by Captain| 


thru the Radio Dispatcher, 
to return to headquarters in Fort Yates to possibly assist 


n. m. 


TTT 


Jin Cannonball, as RUSSELL MEANS and unknown other Indian sub¬ 


jects assaulted two people in the Fort Rice bar, and were headed south on 
Highway 1806. I was also advised that the Morton County Sheriff’s unit 
was enroute from Mandan south to check it out. 


At 3:51 p.m., Office a 


and I started back to the Fort Yates area. 


While en route, we received another radio message from Captain[ 


advising to return to Fort Yates and to disregard on traffic. We 
arrived back at the Fort Yates Police Department at 4:12 p.m. and out of 
service. 



that Officed 


north towards Canno nball. We received a report, by two-w av radio. 

~~ Ihad been shot. A few seconds later, Lt._ 


was on the radio, advising that he was not shot, but that it was RUSSELL 
MEANS who was shot accidentally. ; 


b6 

b7C 
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AT PORT YATES, NO. DAK. 


06-13-75 


Lt. | called the police department again at 4:34 p.m., requesting 

police assistance as two of the vehicle s v/ere following him at a high rate 

of speed. At 4:41p.m., Lt._requested that police assistance be 

hurried, as the lead vehicle was tail gating him. 

At 4:43 p .m., at GULLICKSON's crossing, we made contact with Lt. 

traveling at a high rate of speed with his emergency li ghts on. 


■ — — - W ^ 

and a green 1965 ftmtiac vehicle was bumper to bumper with Lt,_ 

police car. The driver of the green vehicle was an unknown male subject 
with an unknown female at his side. 

A second vehicle was following ab out 10 - 15 f^ et behind the vehicle that 
was bumper to bumper with Office: 


cupants in the second vehicle and driver was 
driving a,black 1964 Ford._At this time, I cautioned Officer 


limit._There were four qc- 


anc 


that 


was heading toward them. 


_and I then proceeded south to try to stop the vehicles from tail 

gating the police unit, and after chasing the vehicles for some distance. 


at 4:52 p.m., I advised 


now boxed in by three units. 

complete stop and the green Pontiac then stopped. Office^ 
I got out of our unit, I opened subject's car door, advised 
out of the car, that he was under arrest. 


to slow down, as subject's vehicle was 
slowed his unit dow n to almos t a 

md 

'oujLJjecL to get 


Subject was leaning back in the car seat, and at this time he reached for 
the steering wheel or shift, so I warned him again that he was under ar¬ 
rest and started to reach-for the shift and subject then grabbed my left 
wrist with his right hand. I grabbed subject by the right arm, forcing 
him out of his vehicle. Subject started to scuffle with me, so I used the 












AT FORT YATES, NO. DAK. 


06-13-75 


necessary force to place him in the back seat of the pol ice car. I the n 
went to the other vehicle, a 1964 Ford, to assist Officer l 1 as 

he had a- subject under arrest and was about to put him in his uni t. | 

fr dvised he would drive subject's vehicle and Officer] [then pro¬ 
ceeded to headquarters with subjects in his unit. - 

As Officer | [ departed, an unknown male subject approached my police 
unit and attempted to open the back door. Subject came from a car parked 
a short distance up the road, but I did not see what car he got out of. This 
incident all took place near the Porcupine bridge. I told subject to leave, 
as this was none of his business, but subject tried to open the door again, 
so I pushed him away, and subject attempted a third time to open the door, 

I pushed him away again. 


At this time, 
and called hin^ 


J 


Japproached the subject 
Istarted to take subject away 


and stated that they would get more guys and come to the jail. 


Officerl 


_Jand I then left the scene with three prisoners at 4:59 p.m. 

and arri ved at polic e h eadquarters at 5-02 n.m . Subjects in mv p olice 

nd|_ 


unit werd 


and 


the male subject 


anc 


I asked 


his name as he got out of the police car and he replied. 


The female su bjects were taken to the front part of the agency jail and Of- 
ficeij_|and I searched the male subject. At this time, subject re¬ 

quested a receipt for personal items taken fr om him. S nhjert was furnished 
a copy of the receipt after signing it. Jailer| [hen locked subject in 

the male drunk tank. 








AT FORT YATES, NO. DAK. 


06-13-75 


Officer |and I then went to the front office to assist with lodging 

other subjects. At this time, the subject who had attempted to get into 
my police unit earlier near the Porcupi ne bridge ente red the police de¬ 
partment from the back door. Officer told subject to leave 


several ti yies. as subje ct was yelling at the officers. Subject would not 
leave, s<3 
Officer 


T c 

_|arrested him for disturbing the peace. I assisted 

Jto take subject to the male drunk tank to lodge him. 


At 7:05 n. m.. Officer! 


and I were advised by Captain 


to transport RUSSELL MEANS to the Public Health Service 
Hospital for treatme pt. Wo rop iainpd at the hospital with MEANS until 

dvised he wo uld keen RUSSELL MEANS 
I left OfficeJ at the 


snl 

7:39 p.m., when Dr. 
in the hospital for observation, 
hospital with MEANS and returned to the police department. 


I was back on r outine patro l until 10:35 p.m., when I was advised by Crim¬ 


inal Investigatorf 


that he and I would escort the ambulance to trans¬ 
port RUSSELL MEANS to the hospital in Bismarck. We arrived at the St. 
Alexius Hospital in Bismarck at 11:33 p.m., where I assisted the ambulance 
driver to get MEANS out of the ambulance and into the hospital. 

At 12:33 a.m. on June 8, 1975, we were back in service, returning tojpolice 
headquarters and ended tour of duty at 3:00 a.m. / 


B. I. A. Policeman 
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■ P re li^inary hearing in this' matter was 

pPARc? e ? n °? h JU i y 1 1 °% 1 n 7 ^’ U,S * Ma Sistrate HARRY J. 

?hfS E f / h ! Fe n,^o al Buildin g at Bismarck, North Dakota. 

POOR PFAR da ? t! ^-i RU J SELL CHARLES MEANS-and THOMAS RICHARD 
POOR BEAR, failed to appear. The preliminary hearing 
was rescheduled for July 18, 1975, at Bismarck. § 

P 0 j avi3l n The facts of this case were presented _to the 
Federal r=i? and Jury at Fargo, North Dakota, by SA 

an indiVtJ on+ dud Y 1975. The Federal Grand jury returned 

and THOMAS RTrSApS h ?nor a o?A Cha ^ ging RUSS:E:LL CHARLES MEANS 
and THOMAS RICHARD POOR.BEAR with violation of Title 18 

United States Code, Sections 111 and 1114, as folloSs: 

of Mrw+Tl n ? Tbat on about June 7 , 1975 , in the District 
if SrK h n Dak0t J’ ° n J he Standin g RocR Sioux Indian Reservation, 
a^u™Ao COUntry ’ the defe ndants, RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS 
and THOMAS RICHARD POOR BEAR, did wilfully and forcibly 

PATRTOK p PP ??f’ lmpede a ? d - interfere with Lieutenant 

IndianAff*?™ 1 ^ an 2 fflaer and employee of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, Department of Interior, stationed at the 

wf? n ff ng 2 Ck S i? UX Indian Reservation, while said officer 
was engaged m the performance of his official duties!" 

THOMAS RTPMAPn S^ISS 1 * ° f RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS and 

RI CHARD POOR BEAR was held in United States District 
Court at Bismarck, North Dakota, on July 31, 1975, before 
udge BRUCE M. VAN SICKLE. MEANS 'and POOR BEAR entered 
pleas of not guilty and bonds in the amount of $5,000 
unsecured personal recognizance were continued.for both 


0a August 4, 1975, HARRY J. PEARCE, in his 
a SaSrani-*? Mu ^ cl P al Judge, Bismarck, North Dakota, issued 

w °a 8 arrest ? f RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS for Simple 
Assault based on a complaint filed on August 4 • 197 R 

Dakota J VaHnSP’-M 2? 5° U £ h 10th Street5 Bismarck, North 
Dakota. JAHNER alleged that RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS assaulted 

times? AUgUSt 15 19755 at Bismarck, by striking him several 




- 12 : 










(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


By Shattered. 
Glass in S.D. 

MISSION, S;b. CAP) - 
American Indian Movement 
(AIM) leader Russell Means 
was. treated for a head 1 wound 
Monday night, apparently suf¬ 
fered. when shattered glass 
struck him, a Bureau of' Indian 
Affairs spokesman said 
Tuesday. 

• Richard Colhoff,' BIA special 
agent oh the Rosebud'Indian 
Reservation in south central 
South Dakota, said; Means was 
injured about 10:30 p:m. in the 
incident five miles north of 
Rosebud on a reservation road. 

I Colhoff said his investigation 
shows that Means was a pas¬ 
senger in a car driven by 
Thomas Poor Bear. Means’ 
brother, Dale Means,, also-was 
a passenger in the-car, said 
Colhoff. ' 

A vehicle passed Poor Rear’s 
vehicle on the road; said Col- 
lioff, and the left rear-window 
of Poor Bear’s car was shat¬ 
tered,. a$parehtly*.by a thrown' 
object of some .kind. Re said 
Means apparently was struck 
by the flyihg glass. •- 
Colhoff said.he couldii’t con¬ 
firm or deny reports from 
other sources that .a- bullet 
shattered the window and 
grazed Means forehead 
because his investigation was 
still continuing. • 

It reportedly took eight 
i stitches at the Mission Hospital 
to close the wound on Means’ 
forehead. He waS released 
Jfrom the hospital after! being 
treated. 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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TO 


FROM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (89-231) (P) 


date: 8/12/75 


SA 


b6 

blC 


subject: 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS: 


? 


iTTREAU OF 


LT* 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 
AFO 

(00: MP) 


AT BISMARCK. NORTH DAK OTA 


On 8 / 11 / 75 , 


L Assistant U. S. Attorney, 


Bismarck,, North Dakota, suDmi'G'cea no une FBI at Bismarck, North 
Dakota, a copy of the transcript of “Insight - August 8, 1975“, 




a 


NN, Bismarck. The 


KFYR Radio editorial hy reporter DENNIS 
transcript reads as follows: 

“This is Insight, and I*m Dennis Neumann with some thoughts 
about trying that case in the press. 

"Last week American Indian Movement Leader Russell Means 
appeared in Federal District Court in Bismarck and pleaded innocent 
to charges of interferring with a Federal officer in the performance 
of his duties. 

“The charge stemmed from the June 7th episode on the Standing 
Rock Reservation during which Means was shot and hospitalized. 

"At the court appearance last week an attorney for Means 
indicated a change of venue would be requested. The lawyer said the 
danger of assassination, and pre-trial publicity prohibited Means 
from receiving a fair trial in Bismarck. 

"It is doubtful that Means has anything to fear in Bismarck. 
In fact, most people think his assassination paranoia is ridiculous. 
But, the matter of changing the trial location because of pre-trial 
publicity is serious business and illustrates a continued problem the 
press has in dealing with special groups who wish to short circuit 
regular channels of problem solving and go directly to the public with 
their story, (something Russell Means, the Am erican Indian Mov ement, 
and countless other groups and activist; indivihuaiis dQwl&uM^i^Mccess- 


fully) 
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•’Means is an indigent political figurehead of national not¬ 
ar ity and fame. He is at a level where press coverage is appropriate 
when he is hospitalized...it is legitimate news particularly when it 
is caused by a shooting. 

•’That Means was shot, hospitalized, charged, arrested, and 
bonded were all reported without damaging a fair trial. If anything 
was reported that would inhibit a prospective jurror from rendering 
fair judgement about the case based on the courtroom presentations it 
would be the statements made by Means himself...his version, of the 
events that lead up to the shooting. 

"The official report of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Police, 
which anchors the Federal case, has not been and will not be released 
until it becomes evidence in court. 

"So, what we have now is the possible request by the def¬ 
endant’s attorney for a change of venue because of things said by the 
defendant himself, and reported on by the local press. 

"The whole episode illustrates that for the press, there 
is often little that can be done to avoid being used by people who 
know how to stage and manipulate events to their advantage." 
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Page 8—Tuesday* August 19* 1975-4he 


TRIBUNE 



£ FALLS, Sip; (Aft) ^ 
American, Indian Movement 
(AIM) Reader Russell ’Means 
wiU go dii, trial'In; Sioux Falls*- 
Augi. 25 on charge stemming 
fronra i974:disturhanbe at.the 
Minnehaha ^County Courthouse 
ip Siotut Falls* 

Meansj oneof -the.'lfeaders of 
the itf73 armed occupation of 
the Pine Ridge Reservation 
village of Wouhifbtf Knee,, is 
charged- with-.rioting to ob¬ 
struct justice and injury to ,a- 
public; building in-. Connection 
With the April :30, l?74 t melee 
Jetweeri AIM sympathizers 
and members of the South 
.Dakota Tactical Team, 

The 40-year-old Means en¬ 
tered' innocent pleas to^both 
charges jDec:, 20* 

Similar charges against five 
other persons* including AIM 
NatiorialField Director Veriion 
Bellecotirt*. .Were ^dismissed 
May- 5 by: Circuit Judge 
Richard Biraithwaite, who'Will 
hear Means* Case* 

* Charges against Bellecoiirt, 
LoisTiger, BobbyJo Tiger-arid 
vJohri Coricaimbn* all. of Sioux- 
Falls, .arid AT Codper, New. 
Mexico* were dismissed 
following five Weeks of jury 


selection. All Were^cfiatgedi 
With Injuring :d^pubj^vSuilding: 
and: Mris, .Tiger ‘faced ah ad¬ 
ditional charge Of. soliciting a. 
riot, ^ 

In hiiS : disniissai rilling*, 
Braithwditewrotei ^Airimpar-, 
tialtrialcannotfbeobiained ifc 
Oiis county at diine*” i 
Means Was-Arrested in-coii 
nection with ? the courthouse 
disturbance onMayk, i974 r> as- 
he rang, fellow AIM. leader 
Dennis- Banks- were about ; to: 
return; to St, PaUl^Uh*, Irbmi 
Joe Foss Field In Bioux -Falls. 

: Hewas;the r bmth,person- ar- 
restod -in connection with the 
incident* WhichTesultetfiri. Ox- 
'tensive damage to thC court- 
housebuilding^ ihost ofdtin the 
form of brokeh door arid win- 
dow glassy ; 

Means* eburt^appointed' 
attorney, Sidhby Strange,. 
;Siotik Falls,. jii&L a.fribtibri; 

the^ iiijbry io S piilic ^hiidiiig 
charge- oh . .ecpstitutioiiril 
»groiiiids, ^ 
"Themaximuih- pebhjty pite- 
£cribed^ iii Jayv dfe- 
propOrtjOhdib^ retributi^, 
■needlessly seyere,:mfrdquenliy 
^imposed* disregarding. of 
mitigating: circumstances and 
Arbitrarily imposed. (on Aiftf 
-members and supporters);” 
Strange charged ^, hismotion. 

Strange^ saidithe charge Vip^. 
lates the 5th and 14th Amend- 
inents : tO th&UBl Coifstitutldh 1 
arid the sSte Cbnstitution::be-, 
cause “if is ijague arid. :in- 
definite;” ^ 

Braithwaite has denied; a 
previous motion asking that , 
the riot; c^ihrges -be dismissed. 
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/SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) 
— After granting a defence 
motion to close the jury 
selection process to the 


*!*Y** v ‘'fV JUi UIUUA JL’0113 J.UI 

the trial of American,Ihdian' 
Movement (AIM) leader 
Russell Means. 1 

' Meads, 46, of Porcupine; 
S.D., has pleaded innocent 
to charges of rioting and; i 
, injury to a public building. 
The charges stem front ail 
April 1974 melee at the 
Minnehaha County Court¬ 
house in Sioux Falls. 

Presiding Circuit Court 
Judge Ricnardi Braithwaite 
said he also is studying a .. 
defense motion to dismiss ' 
charges against Means due 
to mability to seat an im- 
partialjury.' 

Charges against, five , 
persons,in the same incident 
jvvere dismissed at An earlier 
(trial this suinmer when ' 
(Braithwaite said ‘ an im- ■ 
partial jury could not be 
'‘seated. 
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Selection ofJurO 
Starts for Means < 

SIOUX FALLS,,CAP) **- 
Attorneys have begun individ¬ 
ually examining 24 potential 
jurors in Sioux Falls for the , 
trial of American Indian 
Aibvfement (AIM) leader 
Russell Means. 

Circuit Court Judge Richard' : 
Braithwaite Tuesday dhriie'd a 
motion to dismiss charges pf' 
ribting and injury to a public 
building against Means, 40; of 
Porcupine, S.D. . v ' ■ , 

Counsel for Means filed the 
mbtion, contending a fair jaiff 
impartial' .trial could not }6fe 
held. A mbtibn is still 'pendihg 
to allow Means to appear as co- 
counsel. . 

The public and news media , 
have been excluded ffcom ffife? 
jiiry selection process oh’ a mb- S 
don requested by Means-and ; 
granted :by Braithwaite. ' 'v 
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Four jurors Get 
Tentatively Seated 
For Means Trial 

SIOUX FALLS* S,D. (AP) -r 
Four jurors have tentatively 
been seated for the trial of 
American Indjan Movement 
leader* Riissell Means, in- Siote 
Falls. • 

' Two. more jurors Were 
rhoseii Wednesday. Thirteeh of 
:he 35 prospective jurors 
j >riginally examined by Circuit 
Judge Richard Braith waite 
have now been, excused. 

Means has pleaded; innocent 
to charges of rioting and injury 
to a public building in con¬ 
nection with an April 30,1974, 
disturbance,, "in which AIM 
members clashed with riot- 
equipped police in a courtroom 
.at the Minnehaha County 
Courthouse; 

. The-building suffered exten¬ 
sive damage during the brawl, j 

Jury selectiofl, which is I 
closed to the news media and:} 
- public, continued Thursday. | 
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subject: RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; 

THOMAS RIC HARD POOR B EAR: 


LIEUTENANT 
AFO 


BIA - 


00: MP 


At Bismarck, ND 

On 7/25/75, a document was filed in USDC, 

Bismarck, ND, signed by RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, in the 
case entitled "USA versus RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; THOMAS 
RICHARD POOR BEAR, U. S. Magistrate Docket Number 2-75-21M," 
relating to the ability of MEANS to pay for council. 

The following statements were made by MEANS on 
that document: 


Assets 


Name and address of employer: AIM Leaders 
(No compensation) 

Salary received from last employment' and 
date: $1,500 per month, in 5/72. 

Other income: None 

Cash on Hand or in Savings or Checking Account: 

$ 200 . 


Property: None 
Obligations and Debts 

Dependents: Five (Block checked for "separated 
or divorced). 



Debts and Monthly 


CHE0_ 






//ft 
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,_, United Tribes Employme nt 

Training Center, Bismarck, ND, *?as appointed as I I for 

MEANS by tf.S. Magistrate HARRY J. PEARCE. 


b6 
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AUSA, Bismarck, ND, stated 
a part-time park ranger while 


on 8/11/73, tnat ne spotce to 

at Minot, ND, during the prior week, and the declared 
indigency of RUSSELL MEANS was mentioned by the ranger, 
| who teaches at Columbus, ND, or Killdeer, 
nu , during ttie academic year. The next-door. neighbor 


of 

means; 

aske 


1 


and advise _[ 


a traveling salesman, told 
to cash a check at Mobriage, 


h e overheard 


"5U# 


to get t he specific details from c 


lib neiguuor 


On 8/11/75, 
advising as follows: 


received a letter from 


"I talked to my next-door neighbor about what 
bank RUSSELL MEANS was trying to cash a check in. He 
couldn’t remember what the salesman told him but he knew 
it was a bank in Mobriige, South Dakota. This was just 
before he was shot in North Dakota. The salesman had 
said MEANS was trying to cash a check on a California 
bank. The bank supposedly called the bank in California 
and they said he could write a ch ^ck for 350.000 if he 
wanted to.” The letter was signed 
Watford City, ND 58854. 


On 8/20/75, at 2:10 PM, 


received a 


telephone call from FRANK WENZEL, Cbiet ot Detectives, 

PD, Bismarck, ND, and WENZEL advised he had received an 
anonymous telephone call from a man who stated the USA 
was questioning the claim of indigency by RUSSELL MEANS 
in that the USA might be interested in what RUSSELL MEANS 
had received at the Western Union Office, Bismarck, ND. 
The caller did not further identify himself and provided 
no further information. 


2 









MP 89-231 


AUSA provided the above information 
questioning whetner MEANS may have perjured himself in 
declaring himself to be indigent. 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


LEADS 


MINNEAPOLIS 

AT MINNEAPOLIS, MN 

Contact Western Union Officials at Minneapolis 
to determine if communications, including money orders, 
were received by RUSSELL MEANS through Western Union, 
Bismarck, ND, subsequent to captioned offense, which 
occurred on 6/7/75. 

AT MOBRIDGE, SD 


Contact all banks at Mobridge in an attempt to 
identify the banker who allegedly had a conversation with 
RUSSELL MEANS and a California banker as described above* 








SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (89-231) <P) 


9/2/75 


SA 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; 
THOMAS RIC HARD POOR BE AR j 


LIEUTENANT 
AFO 


BIA 



ooi m 


At Bismarck, HD 

On 7/25/75, a document was filed in USDC, 
Bismarck, HD, signed by RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, in the 
case entitled "USA versus RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS j THOMAS 
RICHARD POOR BEAR, U, S* Magistrate Docket Number 2-75-21M 
relating to the ability of MEANS to pay for council*. 

The following statements, were made by MEANS on 
that document: 


Assets 

Name and address of employer: AIM Leaders 
(No compensation) 

Salary received from last employment and 
date: $1,500 per month, in 5/72* 

Other income: None 

Cash on Hand or in Savings or Checking Account: 
$ 200 * 


Property: None 
Obligations and Debts 

Dependents; Five (Block checked for "separated 
or divorced)* 


Debts and Monthly Bills; None 


4-Min neapOlis 
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| 1 Closed 

Description of Serial 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


SAC, MINN EAPOLIS / S9-9.31 ^ (P) 
ATTN: SA\_ 


SA 


1 1 


_LilL_1_ 


B1A -- 





00: MP 


date: 


9/9/75 
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Re Minneapolis letter 9/2/75. 


On 9/9/75, 
Union Telegraph Offi 




Rffpo+ ern 

Aiv second Avenue south, Minneapolis, 


Minnesota, telephone 332-4242, advised that the records being 
sought concerning RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS would be available 
in the Fargo, North Dakota, branch office, which would have 
business transaction records concerning Bismarck, North Dakota. 


further advised that 
Western Uih.ua leiegrapn Office, 311 North 5th street, Fargo, 
North Dakota, would be the appropriate individual to contact. 


1 


stated that it is the company's policy 


that a subpoena must be obtained in order to divulge information 
of this nature. 


LEADS : 

MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION 

AT BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 

1. Leads should be left to the discretion of Case 
Agent concerning obtaining subpoena duces tecum concerning 
Western Union records. 


2. Set forth appropriate leads for Fargo. 





Minneapolis 


SERIAL * J 


E.D.. 


U- 


5010 - 108 - 02 
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lludge Approves t j 
jAAeans' Request 
To Help Defense 

SIOUX FALLS, S.Di (AP> j 
— JUdge Richard Braithwaite 5 
has ^granted a defense motion 3 
allowing American Indian i| 
Movement, (AIM) leader t 
Russell Means to :act as c& j 
counsel for his upcoming; trial - 
in Sioux Falls. 

New York attorney William [ 
Kunstler may also come to , 
JSioux Falls to assist ih Means’ P 
; defense, sources close to the; * I 
trial.said* , ■ 

,i* 'Kunstler defended Meanfe 1 
^nd .fellow AIM leader Dennis 
- Banks in their Wounded ■ Kiiee % 
trials j 1n;St. Paul, Minnesota,,in * 
1974: Charges- against Means 
arid Banks arising from the 71- 
day occupation of Wounded 
Knee in 1973 were dismissed 
following the eight-month trial. 

Banks was recently con¬ 
victed of assault and riot 
charges in connection with a 
1973 incident in- Custer, but ‘ 
failed to appear for sentencing 
arid is being sought on a-federal 
fugitive warrarit. 

Means has pleaded dririocerit j 
to charges of rioting and injury 
to a public building ;iri: com 
flection with an April 30th, 1974, 
[disturbance, at which AIM | 
imembers Clashed; with, riot | 
Jequippedpolice. | 
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leans'Attorneys 
>eek Jurisdiction 
By Federal Court 

SIOUX F^LS ‘ S.p,( AP)~ ■* 
Attorneys* for Russefl, Means J 
are asking that the American; M 
Indian Movement (AIM)h 1 
leader be placed; under j 
jurisdiction bf the federal.cbiiH " J 
System and that liis 'trial in 
connection With a 1974 county • 1 
courthouse disturbance be 
transferred out of South; 
pakota. 

In a motion filed Priday* 
Jeans contended that ;a fair 
^nd impartial jury could hot be 
seated* in" Minnehaha Couitfy J 
Circuit Court because of 
c o n ti n u i ri g ,p u bli c i t y * 

surrounding the 1973 \Wounded / |: 
Knee occupation arid later : AJM 
trials.Amemberofthedeferise i 
team said the ultimate^airii of j 
the iriotion is to move the J 
Means 1 trial out, of ..South 
Dakota, . 

Means, of Porcupine, &DL * 
has pleaded innocerit to . 
charges ofriot : andlnjury to -a * 
jpublic building iri. cririnectibn 
# with a clash between court* 
r room spectators and riot- 
[ equipped police at the Min¬ 
nehaha County Courthouse in 
■April* 1974. . • . \ ’ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (89-231) (P) DATE: 9/1 5/75 


from : 


subject: 


SA 


BUSSELL CHARLES MEANS? 




LT. - BIA - 



APO - 

00: MP 

AT BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 
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The 9/15/75 issue of the "Public Record Bulletin", published 
by the Credit Bureau of Bismarck, 227 West Broadway, Bismarck, North 
Dakota, contained the following listing? under "Changes of Address:" 


Name: RUSSELL MEANS 

Prom: 72*f Saibh 11th Street, Bismarck, ND 

To: "??« 


North Dakota, was aavisea oi 


Assistant U. S* Attorney, Bismarck, 
the afeove on 9 / 1 5/75* 


LEADS 


MINNEAPOLIS 

AT BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 

Contact GARRIE KESSLER, President and Manager, Credit 
Bureau of Bismarck, and determine source of information concerning 
change of address for RUSSELL MEANS. 


2 - M inneapolis 




yy\ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (89-231) (P) 


date: 9/15/75 


from : 



subject: 




00: MP 

Re Minneapolis Memorandum of S 
9/2/75; and Minneapolis Memorandum of SA 
9/9/75. 


dated 
a ted 


Referenced Memorandum dated 9/9/75 indicates Western Union— 

records of interest in this case are in custody of I _ _ 

Western Union Telegraph Office, 311 North 5th Street, Fargo, wortn ” 
Dakota, if any correspondence was actually received at Bismarck, North 
Dakota, by RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS. 


LEADS 


ARMED & DANGEROUS 


MINNEAPOLIS 


AT FARGO. NORTH DAKOTA (CC0: Send copies serials 64'& 70.) 

' Contactl |Western Union, 311 North 5th 

St., Fargo, to determine if any record exists concerning.correspondence 
of in terest as described in referenced Memo 9/2/75; and if so, to whom 
subpoena duces tecum should be issued if required. 
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TO 


FROM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum, 

SAC,MP(89-231 )(P) 


subject: 


date: 9/23/7? 



Attn: SA 


00 :MP 


Re Mem* SA 


Bated 9/1 5 / 75 * 


On 9/22/75, 
Western Union Telegraph 


C¥777Tn Worth fifth 


Fargo Branch, 
'St,,Fargo.ND 


b6 

b7C 
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was contacted. He advised that he had received a teletype 
from the District Office,Minneapolis that he might be contacted 
by the FBI relative to a Russell Means. He was informed that 
the contact would be relative to possible use of Western 
Union facilities for transmission of funds. H e was informed 
to provide no information with out a subpoena dnd the District 
office was to be immediately advised of FBI inquiry. 


instructions in r.n 


rrarnrs 


asvised that he m4st comply with frimpany 
s mattn^- Ha did Trwcvcr advise# confidontially 


According ‘to, 
should be issued in his nme and 


| any subpoena in this matter 
addresses as follows: 


■‘•nr go urnce, western Uni cm Telegraph Co., 
311 No. Fifth St.,Fargo, ND 58102. 

He indicated that with the appropriate 1 , subpoena he would 
be most happy to cooperate with# the f BI. 


2-MP 




5010 - 108-02 
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; . • I 

juror Selection |! 
'tesumesin S.D. 

. -SIOUX PALLS, S.D. (AP) - < 
Jury-selection for the trial of 
American Indian Movemeht 
(AIM) leader Russell Means I 
resumed Monday after a 6ne 1 
day suspension because of 
illness. 

„ 0 s 

Proceedings were id- { 
terrupted Friday after Means 
was placed' under a doctor’s.' 1 
care for an ulcer attack.. J 
Nineteen jurors have been J 
tentatively selected in five ; 
weeks; Means has pleaded in¬ 
nocent to charges of riot and 
injury to a public budding in a 

1 974 clash- at the Minnehaha t 
bounty Courthouse in- ‘Sioux j 
i'alK; • f 
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LAKE ANODES, S.D. CAP) 

Leaders of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) 
held a rally of fOG-iSO per¬ 
sons Saturday to protest the 
convictions m the Wagner 
pork plant takeover and to 
pitch for a local. AIM 
chapter. •. v -- ; 

. RussellMeans of the AIM, 
himself on trial in Sioux 
Palls and facing several 
other trials,.criticized court- 
appointed defense lawyers 
in Indian Cases, He said 
lawyers for Seven men 
convicted in the pork plant 
case presented' virtually no 
defense.', 

“We can’t find court- 
appointed lawyers who 
believe in freedom, justice 
and liberty,’’Means said; 

“I -cannot believe it is 
possible' in any county in 
South Dakota to find 12. 


are not 


He said 160 mMs 


ICi 11W HI OVUUJ^ JUO&UUS; ‘ 

. Another speaker, attorney 
Bruce EiliSon of the 
Wounded’ Knee Defense 
Committee in Rapid City; 
S.D., said the FBI has 
harassed Indians in sCar-' 
ching for fugitive- AIM 
leader Dennis.Banks; - 
Banks has been sought 
after he failed to appearfor 
sentencing in Custer, S;D., 
this summer on charges in a 
1073 Custer disturbance; •• 

Ellison' also , said the 
Secret Service knows that 

S le in a car which ex-i 

T mu^ JK Kansas! 

Oklahoma to disrupt 
presidential gathering, 1 


The OktahomaEity- Times 
quoted 4- Secret Service 7 
agent as. -paying federal • 
agents had been, warned 
that President Ford’s visit 
to pidabontermsy have been 
the target Of. a 'disruption i 
Attempt. The Secret Service 
agent, denied, that report to ( 
The Associated Press. ! v 

However; > Ellison said, 
three buUeti had: beenBireq 
into the car; one- near- tha - 
.gas tank,.;bosslbly causing, 
toe fire which promptedithe ' 
explosion; Five persons 
have been indicted', - on . 
charges -of possession and 
transportation of illegal 
firearms following that , 
incident. 

Ted Means, another AIM 
leader,, urged, people,lii.;toe 
group, mostly Indians, .to 
establish a local AIM 
chapter, & 

“We dan so longer fight 
each other, there is a bigger 
enemy—Ihe state of South 
Dakota . and , the federal 
government,?” he said; “It is. / 
.tune toe state of Sdutn { 
Dakota., realizes toatwe are I 
saying 'rid.ifiof.ek We refiisf - 
to submit tdtliis racism;”' « 
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Jurors Sought 

SIOUX FALLS,,&Di (AP) 
— Attorneys will resume- 
questioning of prospective 
jurors Monday for the trial 
of American Indian 
Movement leader Bussell 
Means. 

Twenty-five jurors have 
-been tentatively chosen. A, 
panel of 36 will be selected 
before attorneys exercise 
their peremptory 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state. 
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Means Arraignhnent 
On Marfan Assault C 


Arraignment on an assault 
charge against Ainerican 
Indian Movement (AIM) 
leader Russell Means lias been 
postponed in Morton County 
District Court at .Mandan. 
Means is. on trial’ Ori r another 
•charge in South Dakota, And 
Was unable to appealf Friday, 
officials said. 

In another development^ 
District Judge William F. • 
Hodny denied a request by 
Means' .attorney, RAlphr 
taPera, who is a legal cburisel. 
for United Tribek, to withdraw 
from the assault case. 

Hodny heard the motion 
from LaPera 'Thursday tb 
withdraw as the attorney Of 
record' for Means*'LaPera 
requested aJMSmarck attorney 
tb be appointed in place of him. 

Means, who is on trial in,\ 
Sioux:Falls, S;D . > on charges of 
^iot 'and injury to ,ptibiic; 
;]) roper ty, was unable to appear 
■ ind askedthe court in the Wrm 
i f a letter to allow Richard 


Baer, Bismarck .attonieyjtolfe 
appointed to the case. ;; ^ 

Judge Hodny questioned 
“ LaPera on his reason for 
.‘ requesting 'to Withdraw from 
the case, { 

; . LaPera told the cdurtitWctk, 
beCaUse ot Means'' political 
roie witlirthe AIM ‘group. He 
said. AIM fiab^ developed £ ! 
group; of 'Supptn^terS Arid there 
' is A group 1 'bfc non-supporters 
Among itHe Indian Tribes.- 1 

LaPera, said,. “Means* has 
! taken , the ^ stand ■ /6f 
;reorghnizatidri' * of ‘ trjbAl 
goverriments and- wants to go 
back to-the old: chief, system^ 1 

He said he would riot relate to; 
the >coiirt the exactin stance^ 
^involved.. 

Judge Hodny ruled it would: 
be up to the court to appoint.ah. 
^attorney. Hodny ihen^tojcl 
, /LaPera that he would apppidt 
! the Public.Defender's Office-to 
. handle-the : case if LaPeraJ 
should be allowed to ^Withdraw: j 
HP gave LaPera five days tol 


contact Meads, because ,bf his ; 
being abkdnt % froth the 
■proceedings: Thursday, on the 
pending cbiifi acdotf. v , * ;■ 

Morton County States Alty* 
Richard Schnell and his 
assistant. . Timf 1 ' ’ Ttihiland. 
resisted the ihotipn frbra . 
IAPera to withdraw from the ’ 
case. TJiey#i^;it-would'cause.. 
toidecesSary^^ deia^bfertriail And 
Added Jekpehse. tiptoe c.bitoty • 
and state ih allowing a new 
Attorney' to* takeover. 

Meads'WaS to;haveAppeared J 
in the Mandari'court Friday^ 
But a letter from the Sioiikj 
Falls prosecutor-indicated bej 
waS Appearing in, court ;there| 
And/authorized the post¬ 
ponement of the court Action, 
here,. SchpdH said! 

Schnell said the trial, in 
[ Mandari: may be delayed, for 
sometime because, in addltipn/ 

! ; to'the assaullchargeiri Morton 
County Means faces a charge 
bfraurder inRapidCity,;S:p^ 
assault chafges;Id,SbbttsblUffJ r 
.Neb.vgrahd'j^ 
eight charges/in - CuSteiv S.D.;- 
? seven charges oh a federal. 

/ indictment atMissioh, S.D:; 

' federal indictment ^fqijK 
ailegediy^as^dulting r an ■ officer 
on Sie’ Standing Rock. Rbs ei- -. 
, vation near Fort Yates; 
.Alleged assault In Aberdeen^,.’ 
S;D.;A:traffit/viplatioh charge 
. m.Minneapolis, Minn/ t and- an 
.assault chcj^HE^Bismarck. 
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By The Associated Press \ 

Affidavits have been filed; in , 1 
U.S* District Court in 
Hismaijck . alleging the 
Biimarck-Mandah t coinmimity 
is; strongly prejudiced' against / 
the American Indian- 
iThe papers were submitted 
in connection with apetitiort to 
ihpvejto another&tate the trial 1 
of RUsselT Means and Thomas 
■* Richard Poor Bear, charged 
I with^interferiiig with a federal ^ / 
loffic^ in the performance of 
i his duties, 

* li fhe .dominant attitude :of 
the. Bismarck4fartdan eom- 
munity^towards Indians is=one 
of extreme prejudice/* said 
Jeffrey Hansen of the Charles 
Hall Youth Service in 
Bismarck. 

However, Bismarck' Mayor ■ 
Robert Heskmsaid in. a /teie^ 
phone interview that he dis¬ 
agreed with the L statement that ' 
there 5 was prejudice against In- 
dians;iii the community.’ ‘ 

'"No, I. Would certainly, notv 
say that/* he said, adding he 
knew of no complaints 
filed against city government y' 
on: the’issue. \ 

borothyJRolfstad, a courtxe- 
porter, said in her work In the : 
judicial system she had seen, 
that Bismarck-Mandari “is a ■ 
very racist community*** ; 

— Several of the affidavits. 

1 maintained there' . wa$ 
prejudice against Indians iir . 
the school sy$tems^ cafes, 
bars, arid housing; 


v ; E vN , Sahdvick of the^ 
r , Biirteigh i County . Housing ; 
Authority iatd.he had ? dbServed 
■ the discriiniriatibiT hr housing! * 
fir^t-hand^ and^added he' had ; 
seen: Indians being, asked^tq ; 
leave an eating add' drinking * 
place, - . 1 ‘ 

, Eric Gajeski, a consulting!; * 
firm executive arid former I 
teacher, s£id hehelieved 1 there: - { 
has’beqi and cjintinues^to he;a * 
/latent, !as- .Well as expressed' J ! 
prejudice^ against /-the j 
. Americari/Indiah lh.Bismarck; . I 

. t] 

Tfie images most whiteshold- n 
M ihdians arev'stereotypes* / ■ 
^sucfr :as: r 'drunken .winor i 
.freeloader;, or welfare bum,”; i 
said Edgar Brjiickerhoff of the , h 
Charles- Hall Youth Services 
' and Clarence Bina, a dental' | 
clinic ditec (for and., former 
’.teacher; / : 'j 

' 1 Harold Rambo,., a: irnirfister ,; 

■■^andpart-tiliie.teacher^said:the J 
. dbhiinant .attitude ^was^opposi- ■ j 
/'tioii^to Means' and Poor Bear vl 
/ . and the American. Indian j 
Movernenf (AlM)* / I 

* Tfiere islittleorno sympathy 5 
for AIM because, people seethe 1 
organization as^. tbo radical; T j 
said Jtianita Helphrey, an hi- ^ /] 
diari Who is executive director' # r 
of the State Indian Affairs ^ 
-Commis^ipm/ . . * ; 

. ^veral of me affidavits.said : < 
.the attitude- £>f prejudice re- ■■ \ 
suited froferfeac aiid misuhder-: \ 
standing;d£ the Indian people; 1 
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innocent in ] 
North Dakota j 

BISMARCK) NvE). (AP)- American i 
Indian Movement Leader Russell: Means ' 
and Thomas Richard Poor Bear have • 
pleaded, innocent to chai-ges of 
''resisting, imposirigj impeding and in- 
terfering::with. 'a. federal officer” in the 
performance Of his. duties.. 

The charges stem;frpm an incldent.on 
the Standing Rock Indian Reservation’ 

June 7 during which Means was shot.and 
later hospitalized: • . 

In an arraignment-before U:S. District 
Judge Bruceivi. Van Sickle Thursday* at- 
torneys'for tbd two-deferidants Introduc-’ 
ed motions challenging the' composition 
of the grand.jury which handed down the 
indictment July 15. The-attorneys also ; 
asked for a change of venue and for a bill 
of particulars. 

Means 1 acting attorney, Kenneth 
Tilsehv. St. Paul, Minn.*. said 1 after _the 
arraignment that the yehue change ias 
being, requested because of assassination 
dangers to Means and '.because of pre* 
trial publicity.. 

.. the AIM .leader-s attorney, ..Ralph 
LePera*.could hot makeit'.to the arraign¬ 
ment and the court. ^ toOe , 

repreSented by Tilsen at the last minute. 

No trial, date tvas-set.pending a.deci- • 
ision bn die motions, but Judge Van 
Sickle' said’befyanted toproceed withthe ' 

trial in September .unless-it became 1m- • 
possible to arraiige it with Means’ hind 
other pending trials, ' • 

. The 'judge *aIsrsaid'he wouId .contihde ' 
the current level of bonding at a $^6(X)' 
pe rsonal re cognizance bo nd for each 
defendant: / 
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Means indicted, 

, . • 

to be arraigned: 

BISMA-RCK, N,D. (AP) — Aitlericaii-: 
Indian. Movement-‘leader JfUssel']-; 
Means will be arraigned- in- u.S. ■ 
District Court after being indictedbya * 
federal grand jury-on a charge of in-' 
terfer-ing with a federal officer in the '' 
■ performance of "his duties,, the tl.S, At¬ 
torney’s office in Bismarck said. 

The AIM member had been- schedul¬ 
ed- fob a preliminary hearing on the 
charge Friday. ' 1 

^However, a spokesman for the U.S. ,- 
Attorney’s Office in Bismarck said the 
grand jury indictment "renders moot 
arty- lieed for a preliminary hearing;’’' 

flesaida date tor the arraignment In 
U1S, District Court at Bismarck 'had' 
hot been set. 

The preliminary hearing would have 
been a continuation of a hearing last 
week on the charge. 

Ralph LaPera, Bismarck,. Means at¬ 
torney, had'toid U.S. Magistrate Harry 
Pearce then that his client had been 
delayed' by airline problems in return¬ 
ing to Bismarck from New York City. 

U..S. At'ty. Harold Bullis, -Fargo, said 
Thursday the indictment against 
Means and Thomas Poor Bear stemm¬ 
ed from an incident June 7-near Cannon 
Bali, N.D.,. on the.Standing Rock Indian 
Reservation. Mfeans had allegedly ift--, 

! tepfered with a,Bureau pf iridihn Af* i 
fairs officer, according to earlier 
I charges. " > I 

| Means was wounded in the incident * 
and spent a week recuperating: in -a ' 
Bismarck, hospital. v * 

Bullis said Means’^ had not been 
arrested following the grand jury’s ' 
issuance of ihe-indictment late-Wednes¬ 
day. He added .the $5,000 personal 
recognizance bond set by Pearce would- 
hold until the U.S. District Court in 
Bismarck .arraigned Means on the 
charge. 1 

No date has been set for the court 
appearance, Bullis said, but he -es.- • 
fimated ; the trial would probably be 1 
held' in September. i 

Buliis said the indictments fbr-Means 
bnd Poor Bear were two of 19 handed i 
down as a besult of the grand jury’s 
regularly scheduled session, 

Earlier, Means had his $25,000 per* .' 
send! recognizance bond continued by 
Morton County Court of Increased 
Jurisdiction. Maiidan, N.D., on an 
assa ult-charge related to-th e. June-7 a f- ‘ 
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SIOUX FALLS, S.D; CAP) .! 
-r American Indian . 
Movement (AIM) leader i 
Russell Means waived his I 
right to a jury trial in Circuit. i 
Court Thursday on the ’ 
grounds tpat choosing an 
unpartialiury in Sioux Falls 
is impossible. /" • i, 

I After eight weeks of jury j 
selection for Means’ trial on 1 
charges of rioting and 
damaging a public building, i 
only 29 of a necessary 36 
tentative jurors had been 
seated. Sixty-nine of a total 
of 176 potential jiirorKu 
examined had been 
dismissed for actual bias, 
said the AIM leader’s v 
defense attorneys. 1 

. The. 40-year-old Oglala 
Sioux’s request for; waivei '• 

i caihe after Circuit Court ’, 
Judge. Richard^ Braith 
waite’s - denial ' of, thre$ 
defense motions for > 
dismissal or continuance, of 
the trial.. 

Braithwaite had taken, 
under advisement Wed¬ 
nesday a defense motion to 
dismiss the charges; After 
Thursday’s announcement 
of denial of that motion* the 
defense moved for a stay of 
proceedings, until the 
Suprerhe Couirt could rule on 
a petition for immediate 
appeal. 

The third motion was for 
continuance of the trial uhtil * 
Oct. 14 for time to prepare a 
1 petition to the Supreme 
^ourt, requesting per-; 
mission to appeal. 

Braithwaite granted- 
Meahs’ request for a. trial 
before the court after 
stating the court’s position 
that the defendant, could get 
a fair trial either With -or 
without a jury. 

. During a news conference 
Sept. 25, Means said he did 
not expect his trial to be 
dismissed; despite die delay ; 
in, seating, the panel., ‘II do l 
not expect it to be thrown 
out because I am Russell l 
Means and the citizens and f 
tee powers to be, in South ■' 
Bakota want me in prison-dr ! 
Jead,” hesaid. . $j 
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Court Notifies 
New Judge foi 
Means' Trial 


ByTheAs^c«iatedPress 
District Judge Eugene 
Burdick bfi Willistdn* has been 
■assignedby the. state, Supreme 
Court tb handle a Morton: 
County ca6e involving 
^ American Indian; Movement 
] eader Russell Me&ns. 

Means is charged With as^ 
saulL ; 

Clerk ;6f Morion Coiinty 
Court said Means’ attorney had 
asked for the change in judges. 

district Judge William F. 
Hodhy had been; handling the 
case. 

Morton County State’s Atty. 
Richard Schnell has said the 

i lorton County tridi^ay be^der, 

jyed for some time because of 
harges against’Means ih other ' 
ourts. 
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Russell 

Means 


Means Setfa Appeal ' f 

. SIOUX PALIS* SJO. (&H~ After beirigi 
convicted on ariotcharge Monday, American , 

11 ,- , Tn/tian Movement.leader RUssell Means said 
i jfg^ ahe would appeal the verdict Of Circuit Court" 
Judge Richard Braithwaite. * 

. *Jm- Means* who remaihs free on $2*d00 bond*. 
gghYsaid he would be arOund’fpr "his sentencing . 
^JiDec. 31, but;if:he is sent to prisdfijdeaih is 
^fawaitihg for him. » 

3«E' Means called Braithwaite’s pronouncement 
■ conviction on the riot charge add'aqiiittel 

^for a related charge of injury to a public 
fc®^building' during an April 30, 1974 Minnehaha. 
fe®|Coiinty Courthouse brawl a, “political 
pij. . decision; *’■ ... -t : ■ • 

B8 Means face? :a possible 2-id year pliant 
term. ‘ 

- • Prosecutor Gary Pashby said ‘ He has . 

‘ ‘every intention of recommending time at.the ,j 
sentence hearing. ‘ ' ' . 
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$IOUX,FALLS;:S:tl; .({AP>~ 
American’ Indian' Movement 
leader .Riifesett Mbans Monday 
was found guilty' of ribf in! a 
1974 courtroom fight between 
poiice and spectators; 

u Eivery redhe& iii the state 
of’ South Dakota will' have a 
merry. Christmas? how,’said 
Means.foIIo\mg;the verdict by 
Circuit Court Judge Richard; 
Braithwaite, . 
f Tlie judge,Whb;tried:the case- ■ 
without:a.jury p fotoid Meansah- 
docent of injury to a public 



• - v ^row&outside.flirew*ro cks and ] 
1 ;aebti§Sat the, cduffhdiise wifiy 
■ » , dOWSilA J 

•' - Mfls; closing argument; de-1 

Russell fehse: attorney Sidney Strange'1 

\ * $aid: ;the^Sioux Faljs tactical : 

Means isquad^amfevto/the^burthousey 

• - • 'Spoiling- for ^ a Tight; i \ 

«'* . Meahs-coiidldo^hothirig but 

'> defend; birnself^ Strange said* 

; The^squadwaS-Callecivto-r^ 


“J** ^ 3/public attempt to find tnibiased\ .mbvfe-cbimtr.dbttii SpebtatdrTJ 
P^dinto fafcrffeWsmah.»iirflYrr; • 

w m m sHm m» 



four hours in ;pnson, a. claim day.” Hesaiathe,verdict-V/^sa. ' ,, .^h-ik •< 

dismissed .as unfoundedly the setback-46' AIM buF that *ihe‘ J5* Mi 

prosecution. Braithwait/ re- MoveSS *‘ne^ be. ofpo. co^ty. corii-J 

fused a state motion to- -raise ;dead^:beeafise’6nhe iea(iers. - Mps^t''^ Wh ^^ ld i ^ e -^f aW 
Means’ bond' fo.$15,000. children ‘ Me&ns kick oiit a. plate glassy 

. The 36-year^)ia>’Ogiala Sioux. A eofduhder of AIM, DeMs 

is considered one of the.top dfe- Banks-, .isatfugitive, after beirig and i 

cision makers of AIM, whifch cohvictediirira' fight WitKibdltee f ' l ^v ■ ne'Said.- _ 
gamed national attentipii*at the outside tiie Cusler -County . Trikis finabstatemenkProa;- 
Wounded Knee seige ii\- i973: ; f courthouse. The Custer cases,vcutois Gaty Pashby--said- thptj 
| He was One off-13 persons : werebemg heard ih:Sioux'Falls 7 -?P ec ^ t ors..eniereci lhe court-; 
rharged in the'; Minnehaha ' when-the spect^tors:retuked.# I M6m> -“with the';ptirposO *of: 

bounty courtroom, battle .om| gtaha^dir;the;judge. ‘‘ V J 
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pausing a riot. M He said there 
was no question that Means ob¬ 
structed or aided and abetted . 
c bslruction of police officers on 8 
wie day of the clash. 

Pashby attacked the testi¬ 
mony of Lutheran clergymen, 
saying that because of their 
sympathy for Indian problems, 
“they were anticipating what 
they were going to be seeing. 
It’s there, stuck in their 
i J iinds.** 

The prosecutor appealed to 
liraithwaite to avoid finding 
Means guilty of one charge and ' 


not the other. 

“The state of South Dakota is 
not satisfied with half a loaf,” 
Pashby said. 


i- 


Means waived his right to 
jury trial Oct. 9 because he sajd 
it was not possible to get 
unbiased jury. 
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I BISMARCK; NJ>i. (AP)J^vA-survey" popuIation’’^by' measariag’^racism 
conducted--among pros pec tiveajurors’^authoritariaiiism and pre triaF bias, 
whonnightsitin the- U.S^pistrict Court ;*My. J .analysis 'of' d>e - s urv ej^^data- 

triafcotjAmerican': Indian^Movement.•“• clearly indicates the defodants can-* 

leadea^Russell-'Means;*-; and!i' - Richard-"n 0 t.receive a fairanp^impaut^ trial-in 
Poor;Bear has concludedthere is pre- ‘“the - .sontiwest diyisioa North 
-judicg-ydiich would preventarfairtrial. * Dakota;’’ Barring wrote; Tbe level of 
The survey, asked? for.’inf .connection'' prejudice in the district-isjsucir that a- 

-I 1---■ : T T* 7 l I t IV^ II flip l» l > fit Ka 


interring A in 

meidint? it* Jinwi - ** TOtr - dire ^questioning.; 


, Sidney.^.Hafring>^aiC.-attoriiey;;and ^-Indians- lack. amWtSon..^ *r*< 

sociologist ' ffora-tBuffaio;’ per cent saMi-Iafiaos'cany a 

ducted the^survey^at.-the- ‘request ; " 

Means’;at Wrn%Harring does similar &■. . 5*5^11,^533™! Jadnmsjwere i 
surveys in oa^-p^ts of. the country ^ J^JSS^Dor’teve-the • 

• When ^Jf^ t :=^^^!y 5£ i?samioppo r uimtie s ,as^tes ff n^. 


V r'•? ^perxenr s^'lDdiaBS-siiooId oni- 

Vpluni^^rkers^d^ : ;ui^^5¥^ Amerfcan: way.<rf ®g*% - 

tiomof 'Harnng and Blsmardc-attorney-pf Mso said-S£Sj per-cent of 

N JajrW PCrogs rud/po]Ied ; 335 persons' on *.£fcfc respondents. cooki-not gr^ Means 3 
a series of questions desfgned'to r idetei> > *^ a A r C2se 'and *4K5 penceot saidiMeans^ 
mine the-level of prejudtoe,ifl the area^^^t pnrv-e-IiIinseSf 
/The survey^ which,CSarrihg saii.was^' The^defsiise^s'iAi* vey'also said%'57}5 
accurate^ to. within. 5" per cent,^couId^'I^*r ,c ^^ °f thetespondeuts said-Taifi- 
allow him to Kinski general^ 
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SIOUX FALLS* S ,D. 
(AP) — American Indian 
movement Leader Russell 
Means Wednesday was 
s en tenced to four years in 
state; prison: oil a.charge-of 
rioting. 


IIU II I] IV MSI 

•;SIOUX FAljqS, S.D: •(’AP-)'^' 
American; Indian . Movement 
Russell' Means .Wednesday 
- asked:/that hfe ptit oti 
probation:rathel* than jailed so 
< that hk could continue his 
Indfcui work and iight ^evefy. 

^ other penMgvcdtirt battles^ 
l Circuit Court Judge Richard 1 ' 
Braithwaite .listened- Hd preir 
i sentence .arfcum^ts; from 


Means: ^d;att6rtifeys and theii., 
Retired to ‘ Ms ;tfmmbers to ; 
decide the penalty for Means* . 
'*ibt coriVictipiii iraithwaijte : 
^lierconvict^'Means of >riot 
ixi the im ftfinriehaha, County 11 
Courthouse fight between j 
: Iridiahs.ahi3! i poIibfe . *y\ 
;Thbs^ 

year term iii ?the stater, 
pemtehtidry,it:said it did fiot 
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rTecoijimend the maxlmurh oj 
qtO years becauseit rias.Meansl 
"* fast.felony conviction". , T 

■ ■ Sidney Strange, Mean’s lam 
> 4er,. asked the court to allow' 

Mcahs to go. home on prob ation 
‘‘■with- the faust. that : he..wjji 
(. achieve .great, things' for .his 

■ people: and;Society..’ r 

*. Means-told' die court he Was ; 
j still a candidate for jresidtot 
* 'of tHe';Oglaia Sioux, tribe, a}-' 
though” 'he Was- omitted' frtm 
■' the ballot of the Jan.'6 primary. 

, ’“Tribal legal Remedies. ate 

’betag: taken,’‘Means-said! 
s'l Means spoke to the court fol 
1 r nearly an famfa;,saying, that a; 
5 iihfstbry Of arrests Tor fnj 
. I'ioxication etoppedwhen hfctoe* 
' . came involved with AIM;.■ 

; Re pleaded' to be aliowedHo 
» stay 1 \Vith his tainijj! of fouf 
>,'children;' a. htolher and wife: 

In a :< statement issued’ Tueiy 
; : day# Means: said he wouldvseek 
,a Restraining order Friday in’ 
/. federahcoiirt againSt the.tribal' 
: -. presidential elecffons dn- the 
it- Fine; Ridge.- Reservation. 

i*. I0efms„’Whose,caiLdidacy’.'for 
I i thepost has been denied byithe 
i '■tribal -election’ boOvd; said 
\ Tuesday ’-'the (jglala. ..people 
>. will: not get a. fair.’ electoral 
j process and. a .fair, choice.' " 
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Means 


i SIOUX FALLS, S:d, (AP) ^r 
Impa s sable • roads -i n the Rose 1 
bud Indian Reservation, area 
Friday forced postponement of 
a -bond hearing for American 
Indian Movement . leader 
Russell'Means. . ' v 

Circuit-Court, judge Richard 
Bra.ithwaitCi who. sentenced' 
Means to.four years ■ihrprison 
Wednesday, will decide- Sat¬ 
urday or Mohday whether ,fo 
jail Means immediately or ah 
low him to remain-free for 
what is expected to BC .a long 
'^appeal process. '.' ' 

; Braithwaitc sentenced 
Means Wednesday to servpthe 
four years in' the state 
'penitentiary for h'is part'ln the* 


skifihish- betwgeh .police: and., 
courtrpoiiii' spectators. at ;th4- 
Mmnehajia County- CoUrU 
..House) Sioux, ball's: April ,30; 
1*4., ?U ‘ /*; •' 

, .^Weans'had.hegliestdd.Rrohai' 

. ,tion'.instead of incarcefatiohiso 
. hecpuid'fconUnUehis.wdfk''witK,'; 
;A1M add'work drt'His: pendhig,. 
-.Cpuri .cases. VI ’’ 

. ,'Defense attorney ■ Sidney 
Strangeasked.forprobdtion.oh 
the. basis thatl‘!hewili.acbieVe- 
greatvSiingsfor his p^opl*hnd:. 
'spcfoty/’ ; - / ; f , \\>. 

However, Braithwaite said* 


a chance for assimilation with 
stHdely^hetpldthdAiMileaderi 
'35ut you add society are' at 
' odds.]’ j 

.fhd.ijudgey.said: he Whs con- 
vincgd'thatlhdidn,peopliE!.caine. 
tdih^coorthouse, (Jib: dfly tof ths 
. disturbande iri bidder to dOiriore 
,-'tfian'sirnpij/: ; Sit. "• • 
Braithwaite’ said he- could 
Sense jhe friistratiSadhe Indian 
people- feel, but-said, «riot is 
not/fhe way'ito redress that.’* 
The maximum sentence for 
‘ riot lnSoutKDakOtaistd years; 
Prosecutori.Gaiy-Pashby said 

.’ lie, recommended*^ 6-8 yeah, 
indeterminate sentence only 
because it Was Means 1 first 
felony JcoiiVi'ctfoh; - ■ . j 
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Immediate MiMnQjmfedd 
For Means in S. D. C6se I 


SIOUX FALLS, S:,U CAP) ^ 

• The state presented evidence ' 
Tuesday to show that 
American Indian Movement 
(AIM) leader Russell Means 

a.danger to the combibity and'' 
should be jailed Immediately , 
for his riot conviction in an • 
April 1974 disturbance*. . i 
: Terry Pudwiti, Wessingtbh 
Springs patrolman, 'testified 
| that b June 1974 .Means 1 struck * 
him with a pool cue, in 
McLaughlin, S*D* ‘ 

Circuit. Court Judge Richard 
Braithwaite is deciding 
Tuesday whether to allow 
M£an£ to remab free on bail 
pending, an appeal of his riot - 
conviction Dec,'15.' 

Last* week Means' defense 
counsel- presented testimony 
that Means was heeded to, 

5 continue his Indian work and to 
fight other pending courts 
'battles, including the alleged 
■assault On Pudwill. ' 

* Means was sentenced,pec J5 J 


to ' four years in the state? 
penitentiary for' riot in ;th& 
. April 30 ,i 974 yfigiit between;, thS 
SibuK'FalisTipisquadand'AIM 
sympathisers^ He had ifeeo 
found 

bjtiry to a public building' id 
the incident, i 
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JudgeReleasesMedns 

ments'l 


SIOUX,FALLS. S.D. CAP) 
Russell Means said he was glad- 
to-be ‘‘out walking-the stfee'te’*. 
after being allowed to remain 
free on $2,000 bail to begin an 
appeal process of his, riot con¬ 
viction. 

Circuit Court Judge Richard 
Braithwaite ruled Tuesday- 
that Means could travel'freely 
if 'he reports his- plans and’ 
•«=====» 


moyebnerits: ! to court officials- 

.every-I5"dayi.. , 

-However, Braithwaite said 
the ' American Indian 
Movement leader could.not be' 
actively, InVplved with that 
group whije but prt bail, 

_ ‘TbelieveT am a partof AIM 
ind> always have- been-,’* said 
MeanSi fTt hurt'ifie when he, 
said Teouidn-t -hang- around 
with the AIM any longer: 


i s _ 




(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


Page 19 


THE BISMARCK TRIBUNE 


Bismarck, No. Dakota 


*/ 

9 


Date: 1 /7/7^ 

Edition: Final 

Author: AP/Sioux Falls,SD 
Editor: JOHN 0. HJELLE 



b6 
b7 r 





to - ^ 

/$i 7 0' c /7o</ 

/T7-J7-J/ i-1 ? 73 / 













1-4 (R»v. 1-26-67) 


( 


m/OlL* 


UNIT^STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUg|CE 

TrDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION W 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20337 


2-24-76 584 AHM 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 
Information shown on this Identification 


, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, 
data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 


Information snown on mis laeniiricaTion ivecuiu lepiesems uuiu ... mi uy iiuympiMi <wviwi». »»•••-•'*. 

FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 


USM 

Sioux Falls SD 


Indictment Dism 



__i_i- i . . . . 

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. . 
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UNIXSD STATES-DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

MdERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATlOh® 
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 
WASHINGTON. D. O. 20537 


2-24-76 584 AHM 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 


b6 

, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. b7C 


DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE OR DISPOSITION IS DESIRED, 
COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 

NAME AND NUMBER 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

CHARGE 

DISPOSITION 

CC-FBI 

Minneapoli 

3 MN y/// ^ 
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THE FORUM 



BISMARCK, N : .-D, - U. 

iu*$g is* 

“futeteBtial racial 
«|ice” in m»&& 

S&S'S (i&Sgaast^Sail:,itt. 

ordered the tnal or Amen* ► ^ ^ 
can Indian Movement 'Sof ' N rrS* 
leader. Russell Means//ttdlrt* «!' FJi. 
mov^loFatgo, . 

Means is accused * of jin- tehtiba By. .thp ^court :ih:pr- 
terfering with a- -US. Bu-. -.tier to assure^’that Indian 
reau of Indian Affairs Pffi- pebplereCelVefafftndls.?’ 
cer in the performance’ of 
his duties, a charge grow- .' 
ing out . of an incident in 
■wmch Means was shot oh 
the Standing Rock .Indian 
Reservation June 7,1&75, 

eiri ;ih Fargo Aprils 6 with V.an. Sickle.- turned;- down 
van Sickle presiding. The a defense iadtion to; move 
• judge • also ordered the ' the trial-toMinneapolis: • ‘ v 
trial of Thomas Poor 'Vahi Sickle’sTdmg hu|U- 
BShr. who faces an identi- tied: another defense .bip- 
c;il charge, moved to Far- tiop aSking dismissal on 
gik but Poor Bear will be the grounds a, .fair trial 
hjied' separately... Both cannot be -.obtaine d any?- 


■^when? because. adverse ] 

.{publicity about’MeanS and * 

Jaim v 1 


i Last; .December/ fesulti , 
s o£ ^Jiilvey dohe-bj? -a Flew, ] 
York hbciologist. for the de- .1 
fehse inthe case.’and,.filed' 
in- -'federal .court-, cobcliided i 
.prejudice in'.^he :areh^ 

• “Tile'level bf, 'pfejSdice | 
''ah. the. .district. ;(is\ such). a ] 

; fair.; .and' Impartial' jury ] 
cahcot' be impaneled, 1 * Sia 1 i 
ney H&fniig, Buffalo, NJ 
, Y. i aaid'ihhis'repdrf i . ... . 
• Mebns. was shot during * 
. the incident involving BIA.i 
dice , near . .the Caimbii , 
bridge: '.on. ’the nbrth 
.-Jf, the. reservation, 

' south - of- Bismarck-Man-, 
‘dan. < Ttib BIA' said Means 
was shot accidentally by a. 
.pbl-ieemdh during .a 
scilfflef • Fleans said he.- 
■ was Shot by a- policeman’s i 
sohi •' j 

•,- Means -alsb was . charged:' 


HowevCr,-.'be* .also: said 
tiie 1 -‘assertion) that Indian 
people caniiot receive a 
fair triad in''.the :south- 
westerii diviSiph. hap hot 
been proven 
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in state court wtihassaultij 
if another incident .oc- i 
mirring .about the same $ 
tgne. He was accused by: ■■■• 
Morton County authorities 
of aggravated assault arid 
battery in Fort Rice, 
N.D.. tavern incident, in 
which a man was struck 
with the butt of a rifle.. 

Means also.faces trial; in, ' 
South Dakota on a murder- 
charge growing out of the 
death of a man ih a bar . 
fight at Scenic, S.D. 
March!, 1975. 

He whs found guilty last 
November of assaulting a 

E oliceman in Mission, 
ip;, and in- December 5 
was convicted of riot .as 1 
tie result of a 197! dis- 
turbance in a Sioui. Falls, , 
Sp., courtroom 1 fight be- ; 
tf?een police and specta- ; 
tors. 


Van Sickle also ordered 
Wednesday that in both 1 
Means’ and Poor Bear’s * 
Fargo trials, ;the defense ' 
would have 18 challenges 
without cause against : 
prospective jurors,, while 
the prosecution could have 
only the normal six. 

In addition to the change 
of venue and the extra 
challenges, the judge said ; 
at the end of the court’s, 
examination of potential 
jurors. both rides “shall 
nave the privilege fbr two 
hours in which to question f, 
the entire panel 1 ofl the isT 
she of racial prejudice and 
special prejudice- against 
the American Indian 
Movement.” 




FD-3^0 (Rev. 7-16-63) 


(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 


HoW Court Ruled on Ve^e Change; 


| Following is- the text .of thfe \ 
order bit the United States j < 
[District Judge Bruce VaL*' / 
Sickle directing that trials <ft : 
Russell Means, American J S| 
Indian Movement leader, and* t [ \ 
co-defendant oh a .federal * - 
charge, Richardtfoor Beat be 
moved, from. Bismarck io^ 
Fargo. " ; / . , 

Judge Van. Sickle issued the i 
order-Wednesday after iindihgj 
what her termed; ^substantial ! 
racial prejudice” to the south-; 
westem Korth- Dakota division j 
of the United States District: 
Court district of North Dakota.. 

Attorneys for thedefendaiits, * , 
who are charged with hi)-, ' 
strutting a federal offleer in ah i 
incident that resulted in a ; . 
gunshoi wound to* Means, had r 
asked a change of venue to % ; 
Minneapolis. 

The order follows: 

Defendants have filed a Rule 
21 (a) motion asking that the* 
trial of;thi$ caseto transferred : 
*out of ;the District df North 
Dakota^asserting’ that there ; 
exists tof the District of North A 
Dakota so great a prejudice'] 
agaitofc Hhe Defendants thatj 1 
they cannot obtain,a fair and ; 
impartial* 'trial at Bismarck*' I 
North Dakota. # 

To support this, claim toe* v 
Defendants have ; filed;’dleveri - 
affidavitsfroto members.of toe } 
community. These affidavits 
reflect’the*ppiiiidn, first’that ' 
there is'substantial prejudice:. • 
in the Southwestern division ., 
against ■ Indians -in; genera i >ahd : 
the Amfericdh Indian 
Movement and Russell Means 
in particular; and second^ that 
this prejudice is so strong add'; 
pervasive that an impartial \ 
jury cannot be selected from ; ; 
among the populace. of ’the , 
Southwestern Diyisioh of the ; j 
3 District of North Dakota, Iritf 1 
, j addition, Defendants have filed 
'a statistical survey doneby \\ 

.j National. Jury Projects! New 
York City; The sampler found \ 


;hat withm^thc area surveyec 
the plrihcipdl ufrbriri cerit< 
(Bistharck-ManSan)) arid, or 
rural edunty (McLean),, tl 


■A* As to-^acial prejudice, [} 
approximately twd*thirds.w 
hai; 4 Strong, racial. ! 
prejudice; against Indiahs v , 
B, .^to authdritariariisiriv | 
(a terid^ncy-|d itoihdstile to ' 
cultures and waySdf life .1 
.other than phe^ owrt,. arid. j 
■ to favor^ the state in 1 
• criminal .trials 1,. mine-; / 
ieriftk of • the s&mpte i 
re&l:e ci e<d :s t r o n & \ 
authoritarian attitudes* 
cyfettopretrial publicity > 
andtoe impact of AM.arid , 
Ru^sPliiMeans asa symbol 
bf/^JM,. and-its prejudicial ] 
impact,. more -than nine- | 
tenljk pf the sample i 
! identified Means, Wounded % 
Kriee arid AM and related i 
* todih toe to another. j'. .; 

Thdd ampler .concluded ‘febtJ 
sinceV facial, prejudice- hid \ 
authofftonaiusm were stfutUvj 
ally- supportive, Ond negative -1 
attitudes/toward AIM: and;; 
Meetrisf; wfere : .broad 1 And' 
general* the Defendants cohld ^ 
not receive;:a faittrial in the i 
Soutowe^temDivisbri, 

The .government responded \ 
.by sho^g toaim toe westerh < 
tovistpiis of^Norto Dakota, Oh,a \ 
comparative basis,, as to* Indian « 
peopid, morethari the natiorial 
average nhinberof .defendririts ‘ 
who went to trial, were bping ; 
found tot-gdlity. : * . 

The ; witnesses' who toad.’ 
presented ^affidavits were then ! 
interrogated to opem court.' 

Thk MeifogatiOn brotight i 
[6Ut that only one of the wit- ! 
nesses ^- a coifft repotter to 
•the state court, had ever ol ^ 
servtti toeseiectidnbfa jtoy c ; : 
followed a. .trial to its coit^ \ 


i clusidn. And - the court reporter^ 
j toad , never -observed' the L 
:* selec ion ..of ;:a-- ^iiry • iri- Federal.; 

Court ? > *- - i 

[ The ^expert witness who toad. 
i .develbpedthe^Utvey disclosed 
| that another #oup was iri^ 

\ midsi pf a'survey to test the 1 
l ?ieed. for ai change of place of • 

[ triat of persons associated With : 
l .AIM, who are Charged with. t a, 
l recent murder'of two* Federal 
{ Bureau -pf^, Investigation 
\ Officers; On, the basis of 
j professtotoai ihformation^he 
\ had received from, that igrdppi 
| be gave the opinion that these, 

; ■ defendants-could not. receive a 
| fair tritol/anywhere withiri the 
x Distoicbpf NbrthDakoto •- 
l It wals apparent that; con-> 

• trary to the common ex^ 
peiiericfe of those who ;paf-\ 

: ticipate-in trials^ none tt e 
l witnesses, includihg*th^ siirv< y 
i felt that, jurors coUM 

i ifecotoiize and discipline toeir 
t prejudices, ana make factual 
r judgments from the evidence 
i befdre them. * . j 

• ; . The expert wiiriess, 

Y reCogriiifed' that- ^.'variotis ! 
[ ieclmigues^e- avito ] 

J court to. assist in toe selection i 
VM jurprs f who >will act im- : 
1 .partially^ Sbirie of. theril' are: 1 
{ I. Allow counsel -to /par- ' 
i Mcipato ln the voir dire;;. r 
\ ■* y2: Ahow-the riunprity raCeL 
-f defendantfovoto.dirbtoe jury; 1 
l 3/ Increase ;the bumfer of j 
f 'peremptory toftaUerigesi' •>! 
r 4. ^Change fthe''.venue; 

: : t. RbgUire separate voir tore ! 
' -of jurors. ’ . ^ t d 

. Drfendaftts ?; Rtile ; 2'1 ’fan 
l moti mfor change of venue kaj 
jprivieged motion allbwablei 
j difly 4o the defendant. R 
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As pointed out in' th| • 
discussion under the rules o| . 
criminal procedure dealing* j 
wjth veritie, Rules 18 ihrougn 
2s t in Wright’s Federal.;! 
Practiceahd Procedure, venue ; 
in federal criminal cases isV 
controlled by a complicated'' 
interplay of constitutional* 
provisions, statutes rind^rtiles, J 
and important considerations i 
of policy with deep historical 
roots, which cannot be ignored; 
x In his textbook, Federal 
Courts, 3rd Ed;* Wright sees 
United States Constitution,, 

,Article III, S2(l) and the 
United States Constitution,. ■ 
Amendment VK2), # as. both 
being addressed only- to the > 
Colonial grievance expressed 
in the' Declaration of 
Independence as “transporting 
us beyond the seas .for • 
pretended offenses;" 

.Again*, an the discussion 
Wright’s Federal Practice and 
dfrocedure* S301, Wright sees 
t ae language in Article Ilj>.‘S2* j 
as a venue: assurance (pldce of 
trial) ; arid the language b the ] 
Sixth Amendment as a 
vicenage assurance; (selection 
of jrifofs from the place where 
the offense had been com¬ 
mitted;) 

But, history suggests to us' 
still another element that went 
in’to the language of Article JI1, 
S2. In March, 1774, Parliariient 
had, as ipaiit of ifeyattempt td 
control the rebellious Colonies* 
passed *‘The intolerable Acts" 
which provided among, other 
things, that Royal Officers, if 


T 


indicted t for certain* crimes t 
.were 1 'to. be tried in friend y \ 
Erigland^-rather | than- ti i 
Massachusetts* See .A . Com- 


1. "The \rte\ of at* Crimes, excepYjn 
cases of. I mpeactrmen!. shai I be by 
jury; arid such Trial in *11 be held 
-in mb State where me said Crimes. 
sba» have been committed,-but 
Wien .not committed within‘-any 
State, the Trial shall: be at sucn 
Place or Places as, me Conor ess 
may by Law have.directed:* 1 
Hn ati erlmlnal jprosecot onvthe 
accused shall enjoy the right to a 
speedy, and public Iria!, by an 
impartial’ jury of the- State and*. 
district wherein me crirpe: Shall 
have been committed, which 
district' shall 'nave been, previously 
ascertained 'by law, and^tp 'be 
informed of the nature a nth cause- 
1 of the accusation; to.be. confronted 
WMh me witnesses against him; to 
. have compulsory 'process, tor 
obtaining witnesses;In his favor, 
and id. have the Assistance of 
CoitnselMor his defence/' 


i 


WoHd PtiWislmg Go., p». -74.i 
This concept tM the com- 
mthiity which had suffered , 
injury, should be allowed- to-, j 
judge those cMrgCd wife the < 
injiuy, was a definite issue to. , 
thC Col<mists. il appearii;in the : 
•Bfliifor Settling the.Troubies'in- > 
America; aulRpred.by tfte.Earl j 
of.' Catham hi 1775, in a. 
provision which! prohibits the ; 
transfer of . those indicted for ' 
murder to another province, or 1 
b Great Britain for trial. The.t 
..Debate, on the Artierican.^ 
Revolution,,• Max Beloff, j 
Harper and Row, 1965, It. ap- ‘ 
pears - in • the Declaration of » 
Independence as a grievance *n • 

1 this, language: (The King hi s < 
consented' to degislatioi;) [ 

‘ .protecting (his officers) by a-; 
Mock Trial from Punishment '■ 
for any Murders which they i 
should commit oft the 
Inhabitants of these States,"'; 
-The interest of;acpmni unity 
that ‘ those charged With" 

, Violations of its laws,, be tried j 
in that. Community, is nOt a j- 
matter to .be cast aside lightly. 3 
‘. And as Wright suggests, vety^ 
rarely, and only in extreme i 
cases, Is a rule 21 (altootion.to. J 
be granted.. Wright Fed. j 
Practice artd. v Procedure,; S341. j 
This Cpiirt fitiftslhe following | 
facts: | 

1, Substantial •racial j 
prejudice exists in theBouth- , 
western Division of the District j 
: of North Dakota, and the I 
: Indian people are the objects of 
' ..that prejudice. 

'< . 21 This fact of prejudice 
requires special- attention by 
the Court ih order to asstire 
•i that Jhdiart.pepple teceiVe.f# 
.{Hals. Btit the assertion that 
[Indian phople Canhot receive a 
fair 'trial in the. Southwestere 
•Division of theDistrict of Nortl 
'‘Dakota' has not been proved; 


i u 


’ '3t.Extreme'prejlidicO exists,* 
against Russel] Means, the ir 


I 


jjieHcari^ Indian Movement J 
am t its '’' members: arid'} >;] 
as&cidtes;.which renders!^ i 
Mpossibte'for Russell Means, - | 
or. + those chrirgM with Mai | [ 
under, an indicUnerii to receive j \ 
a fair trial within the- Smith- 1 •* 
western’ Division of North: \ ? 
Dakota, But /iCjias not been ] 
proved that they cannot ' _ 
receive-ri-fair : trial within i \ 

District of. -North ’Dakota. \ [ 
' Therefore, 4 v ’ c \ [ 

itT^DKDEjRED; . 

A. The .motion ior a change! 1 \ 
of fvenue linder Rule-21 {a) is} 1 
dduedi < ' ^ ' 

;Br assure that: the 
Dfendteis recetVe, a fair 
;the followkg specialprovisioris 
for trial are ordered by Siis 
Court: 

., L The i pIace-of trial shaHr.be 
:thb‘ ; Sputheasfern Division of 
thO District of ‘North Dakota, 
i;argQ, Kor toakota: !the. trial 
shrill .begin at iO:OO a;m. r April 
6, dm XRulri 16,. Fed: r; Ck: 

p:1. ; 

2 : The of RUssell 

Me ms and Thomas Richard 
Par Beririshall be severed* 


arid -the Russell 'Means: casfc 
shall be tried : first 
5. iri: each if iai the Defen- 
darits shall havel8:pereniptory 
challenges and- 'the United 
States .shali-hrivevsix peremp¬ 
tory challenges* 

4. At the conclusion- of the 
voirniire.by ;the-Court, counsel 
tor clack side; shafl hate* -the 
priyhi^eofvnoUoexce^'tWo. 
hours ;m whic3i to voir dire-the 
endre p^nel on the issues, ot 
racial prejudice -arid; ripedai 
prejudice against AIM; , drily* 
These provisioii5 s are for the 
protection of ;!he Defendants. 
Any one dr several’ of them 
ma^ .'b.r Waivdd -by the: 
Deferidants/df ^eithter :oi ffiem. 
"Dated’ ^Bismarck, North 
Dakota, this^rd^dayof March* 
1976* 

I 

THE:;G0URT 
’BRUCE VAN 



BrUce M Tan- Sickle , 

djige 

'United- $:ta’tes,j 
Diibridt Cdttrt. y 




P/)c?fe a 
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On Page 9 today, The Tribune is 
printing the text of the order of U.S. 
District Judge Bruce Van Sickle 
moving the trial of RusseUMeaUsand' 
Thomas R. Poor Bear from Bismarck 
to Fargo. ' 

Means is nationally-known 1 as. a 
leader in the Ain eric an Indian 
Movement and 4s a participant :in 
headline-making activities at 
Wounded Knee, S.D,, sometime ago. 

Poor Bear, whd is from Rosebud, 
SiD., and Means are charged, with 
interference^ with a federal officer, 
the charge stemming from An 
altercation on Standing Rock;.indian 
Reservation, south dfMapdan,. in 
which Means suffered 'aL gunshot 
wound. 

Judge Van Sickle, as the.text q£the : 
order printedon PageA detailSr found; 
*:hat there was a ‘‘pervasive 


I ' i ' . ' 

prejudice” against lndians in' south¬ 
western North Dakota. - ’ 

1 But he also found that the assertion 
that Indian(people' Caimot reCeive a 
fair trial in this area has’ not been 
proved.,. ' ....... / 

jHe did, however, find that such 
x prejudice exists against RUssell 
.Meansi and AIM .that, it,would : be 
iinpossible ^for Russell Means and 
t those charged with him to receive a 
fhir tridi here. ‘ 

But beheld also that it had nbtbeen 
provedthey coUld not get a fair trial 
any where within the District.Of North 
Dakota. ^ 

The text - of Judge Van Sickle’s 
order is pridted.so (that readers of The 
Tribune, wiio are the residents of tha 
South-West. ^division of the NortH 
■ Dakota district, cart better unj 
i: • derstand the allegations made in the* 
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request for a change of ventie and;the 
reasoning behind die judge’s order. 

Let Us acknowledge, to begin witH, 
that there is at least a stirringef some 
kind of prejudice in every one- of Us, 
not only here in southwestern; Norths 
Dakota, but: -also everywhere else,. . 

It is entirely possible, and 1 even: 
likely, that there is. no more basic, 
prejudice against Indians, or 
Mexicans , or whoever, in this: Area 
than there is in Fargo, Sioux Falls, 
Minneapolis, Brooklyn'or Peoria. The 
■prototype of Archie Bunker,, .ihodei 
“well-intentioned” bigot of , the 
television screen, was not-found in 
■rural America. The fact coUldJte that 
while there is a prejudice;:iii Certain 
ways, against a pari of our population 1 
there also is a counterbalancing! 
prejudice in its favor on Jthe’parfc off 
Another part of our popnlatidhi. Arid 


equal prejudices may apply ^between 
Other segments of our people. , 
But, thd; finding . should give us 
pause, No bne iikps-to be told that he 
is a bigot,;or to have someotie else 
ihitik iie a bigot-,. The'drderi t of 
•course, dues not Say anything like 
that, though that may be how some 
jpeopie; will interpret it" It does 
suggest, however, that* We might 
.benefit froin a reekaminAtion. of. Our 
individual attitudeSi Since prejudice 
seems to be a normal part of every' 
human’s ihake-up.j we might not be 
able to eliminate it^but by knowing 
ourselves better w|lmight bd able, to 
•reduce it dr-, at least keep it .undOr; 
control. - 
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MRTEL AIKMAIt 


TO: DIRECTOR, F3X (39-3220) 

(attehtioh: EXHIBITS SECTION) 

FROM: SAC, I1IIH3EAPOLIS <39-231) <P) 


SUBJECT: 


BiESELL ^AT:t.r<: mms. 

If 


L'X» 

imtm irnmz: 

ATO 

CO: UIHHEAROLIS 


hk ^ 


b6 

b7C 


Bo Minneapolis lotted to the Bureau, dated 7/10/75* 

Ha record can be found at t-Eoneapolis of a reply to 
referenced letter, which requested a diagram bo prepared for the 
trial in this taatter* Trial has now been scheduled for 4/6/76, 
in USDC, Fargo, Korth Dakota, having been transferred from 
Bismarck, Eorth Dakota* 

The Er&iblfcs Section is rcq^ooted to advice IHomcapalis 
if an erdtibit can be prepared as requested in tine for trial 
4/6/76* If not* it is requested that the rough draft note*, 
submitted with referenced letter bo returned imediately to 
Minneapolis* 


3 «* Bureau 
L2 - i —llinneapolis 


T'T 


fl^CO 


\..,l ^ ^ 


'A 
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Defense h jjdtttiseE for 
American 'Indian Movement 
leader Russell 1 Means is 
preparing*; to ask fofra change 
of venue for Means’ trial in 
Mor ton-County District Courf 
on an aggravated assault 
charge, 

*The charge steins frorri an 
mcideiit Jun:7, i97S,:;in a Fort 
ifide bar i^ which /Means is 
alleged: to have struck a 'bar 
patron with a’rifle. Mt, The 
incident preceded another the 
same day on •Standing; Rock 
Indian Reservation in which 
Means sustained' a guitshot 
wound and was. later changed 
With, interfering with a ;fcderal 
officer in the performance of 
his duty. 

Change of vefi r Ue j f6i‘ r M^ans t 
triat on ’the federal charge* 
moving 4t from: the federal 
ctntft here to the Southeast 
DstriCt court FajrgOi was 1 ’ 
granted foildwihg .a hearing, 
in .which U: S* District. Judge; 
Bruce Van Sickle ruled, thbt' 
Means Could'not. geta^fdfr trial' 
at Bismarck ’because defehse t 
contentions of. racial prejudice r 
were valid* Judge Van Sickle Jsl 
to hear that case fit Fargo,.# 


starting; April 6,^ : ■ judge M. did^ iiof 

State pisMct Judge Eugene' believe ; Mb^tori'^oUn.ty/ ip 
Burdick,. Wiilistori, ytes apr, prejudiced against ^r^erfCah 
.pointed by ufe State Sttpi$me J Jfidians- of' ; and tfcai a 

Court' IP hear , the .'Morton fair-trial coid®^ held'ih liie. 
Courtty Case; after Means. 5 MqrtoS , -6iWp^'®!it''"i” j 
attorney, Richard' S apt s HoWever r he. proposed that 

requested t change Of judge; Venue in ;the^eans!' cisfe ^ 
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theCdurt to^thorize^yment Coufrthbuise in^Mabdab, due'ib: 

t}ie ihadeqtiSey. ofr Ctoiri 
proceedings at ^the . federal facilities inSibux CoUrity/ 
doui'theafing'ln^.epSfaUbn of Ren6tedih&th^by..Wbuld; 
'hiS.moUdn-jfqir cbdiig^:of-Venue .be drawri":from BimiK J Coiinty 
on prejudicial-grounds, * ^Vhich> hersmdjfeth^ 

JUdge Burdick, in ihta r^s^vatioh^duhty in’the'State 
response .suggested >the ‘ of North Dako^; , : 4 / V> 

possibility of an agreement u i am ^onfideni 'tfiat; m 
belwCeit defeijke- counsel and would, bd^abie .ta.get a tptafiy. 
n? r f 011 H potinty State's- unprejudiced jury from SioUx- 
Attorney Richard Schneli for County which.-would iftclade 
change ofWehue ^m 3ighl\qf; the Americkri indiatt. ahd 

action takehvby Ju* BjDistrici thkt jhe citizei^^o^that coiinty ■ 
Jud^e Bruce Van Sifekle.” , . ... wotild be able to-judge the case 
- Scbftell, :in:a ; .let|er filed 'with; .fairly and iilipar Salty,”"' : hd > 
the.Mortor. court’Mor.day u tOltLk concluded. ' • ' 
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V;v. .APPROxfl3A.fE:LY:-7:00' P .’ft. , 3/17/76, AT pAMMOH BALL,’ NORTH ^ 

: 7iSE ' stA'WD : ING • ROCK* SIOUX I&DAIN ‘.RESERVATION,. AS USID pTI^ ••■ .••'• 

IKE FROST 'OF- THE' RES IDESCE OF IT*! 


,a;; PASSERBY IF 


;L-A.Wi-£HF6FvCEMKST SERVICES',- BUREAU OF -INDIA'S .AFFAIRS,' A3Z> ASKED 

' jJ|^j§EI) THERE.’ THE 'PASSERBY .REPLIED IS ‘THE' 


- i- 

THEM DISPLAYED A,>33 - i 3# RIFLE,. \-l 
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./BUREAU '0£v : £ND ; IAN AFFM8S-VICTIM:' AFO ;. -SIP SSK231’ ••. V t£; 

- T^TTT?i ; v4-/7 -* J ' - l ' '*L~*. - * V V-. “■/'* *■ 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Means, Poor Bear-TnaTs^ 



FARGO (AP) - The 
trials of: American Indian 
Movement (AIM) leader Rus¬ 
sell Means, and.Thomas, Poor 
Bear, once separated^eto; be 
held, together in U.S. district 
Court a6 Fargo, according to 
court records. 

The jury trials hadheen sep¬ 
arated >y U:S; .District Court 
Judge Bruce Van. Sickle, who 
will preside. The judge noted 
separation of the trials was 
changed after conferences-with 
defensdcoiinselahd VIS. attor¬ 
neys; - ’ 

At the time he ordered the 
trials split, V$n Sickle had 
shifted them from Bismarck to 
Fargo on the grounds that 
North Dakota's Southwestern 
Division of U.S. Court had, fa¬ 
cial prejudice against Indian 
people." 


f 


trialWas scheduled to start iii 
Fargo,Aprif‘6 ,'] 

; v ThoitWd:are charged' with-in-’ 
* lettering with 4; Bureau of IHt 
dians Affairs, of fiber ih the per¬ 
formance of his ‘duties, The 
» charges stem from an'incident 
1 on the Standing'Rock Reserva¬ 
tion June-7$ |975i 


The.cour t -also;: said in- one ‘of 
two recent orders it would -be 
necessary to complete jury ’se-' 
election in ’the fibst dhy of'ithe 
trial ViSo-attorneyS^hould' “an-, 
ticipate working late iritb the 
evening;”* 2 . ' 

In another order Vafi- Sickle 
admoriished'^principals, attor-j 
nbys afid cburtpersonhelnot' to* 
maite statements concerning 
the case without aiitndrizatioh t 
from the cotirt.' * 




(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state. 
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FROM Director, FBI (89“3220) 
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urlet dated 7-10-75, urairtel dated 3-15-76 and 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below^ 


'tyleans trial- 


■ FARGO, N.D. (AP) — U.S. District 
Court Judge Bruce Van Sickle says the 
public was to be excluded from jury 
! selection * Tuesday. in- the trial of 
American Indian Movement leader 
Russell Means and Thomas Poor Bear, 

* The-two-are charged with interfering 
; with? a Bureau of Indian Affairs officer 
in the performance of his official duties 
stemming from a shooting incident 
June 7 on the Standing Rock Reserva¬ 
tion in North Dakota. 

Earlier, Van Sickle had moved the 
trial from Bismarck to Fargo because 
of what he said was-racial prejudice in 
the southwestern district - of North 
Dakota, and he had ordered principals 
against making -unauthorized 
statements during the trial. 

Means, 36, listed his address as 
B smarck, and Poor Bear,21,.gavehis 
address as Rosebud, S.D. , , - * * , 

As part of his order Monday Van 
Sickle did npt disclose who-moved ijo 
exclude the public from the jury selec¬ 
tion, which he has said is expected to 
take all day. ' 

v ‘/A request was made that,, where 
there are motions with emotional over¬ 
tones, that the origin of the motion be 
kept secret,” he said. .“This ruling in 
effect answers that request. This is a 
‘ motion by one of the principals. 

The judge added exclusion oft the 
public would help assure the 75 
prospective jurors “speak freely” dur¬ 
ing the selection, and would remove a 
courtroom space problem. He explain¬ 
ed the courtooom spectator section has 
seating for about 115 persons. 

The trial for the two men had been 
separated in the earlier ruling on pre¬ 
judice, but Van Sickle later ordered 
them combined again. 

Van Sickle said he hoped to have, the 
jury selection completed on one day 
“because it’s an expensive thing keep- 
ii g them over (a second day).” i ij 

Earlier he had also ordered th| 
p |blic excluded from the trial \Yhe| 
arguments were presented to the cou# 
out of the presence of the jury, j 
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I Scene Switches to Bismarck Monday 


s 



* FARGO . (A?) - The 
trial of American Indian Move¬ 
ment leader-Russell Means will 

. reconvene at Bismarck 
Monday as defense attorneys 
continue testimony from a 
* group of 17 possible defense 
witnesses. 

Means is on lrial ? ihU'S. ^Dis¬ 
trict court on charges of inter- 

* feringwith a .Bureau of Indian. 
Affairfe* officer in a June 1975 
%icident 'in which Means was 

* wouftded 

f U,S. District‘Judge Bruce- 
- J^an Sickle Friday orderedthe 
trial continued in Bismarck 
^ after the weekend recess. 
i. Defense attorneys' had -citod' 
racial prejudice and the in¬ 
ability to find an.unbiased jury 
as reasons-for moving,the trial 
from jSismarck, where- it was 
originally scheduled. After* de¬ 
fense attorneys waived the 
jury Tuesday , Van Sickle said 
the need - for a change was 
unnecessary. 

The judge*a1so cited Cost fac¬ 
tors a£.a reason for moving the 
triaMoTiismarck, 

Lt. Patrick Kelly, the arrest¬ 
ing BIA officer, testified' 

i arlier that Means came at 
irii, a scuffle ensued, and .the 
plice officer's revolver ae 
identaily discharged. 


But ■several -defense wit¬ 
nesses Friday disagreed with 
thAt version of^the incident. 

■ Phyliisiificolh; Twiii Buttes r 
said Means was trying to help - 
Thomas Poor Seat, who was oh L , 
the " greiuhd, sVheh / Kelly 
collared the AIM leadur.i' 

**i saw-the cop .j^abRussell!s 
bait;" she said -Russelti wAs : ; 
trying tofiget upland thd gun 
weht off." , . r ; 

She said she viewed; the ac^ 
tion while sitting in iief car 
:across tHe road and did not see ' 
Means make; anymoves which 
could be interpreted as -a 
threat. 

Virgil RUririing Bear, Fort 
Yates, saidhe was in ^ pickup 
across^the roadwhen he heard 
the shot 

“Russ was leaning: over 
■wheh : the guii went off," 
Running, Bear said. 

Running BeaFsaid he'did not 
- see Poor Bear of the ground*, 
but -noted a pickup ;mirror 
hampered-his vision. 

Dale Means of SioUx Cit^ 
idwa^broth^r of ! L the def endhiit;- 
^lscHsaid Means' tyras stobpecT 
bver ; wheh the revolver dis¬ 
charged. 


^Wheti he (Russell) bent 
down to help T6m,;that , s when 
I heard the: shot,” ;Dale Means 
said ; 

None- of the defense wit 
nesses said tftey L :saVr th$ 
defendant in the r6ad wheri:thef ^ 
ineictent-occurred\,uhtili' after 
thdBIApolicecar iiad. stopped. ■ 
Ho 5 #fever;:Keliy saidJie.stopped|- 
his^caf When ce Saw'tWo mien 
stAiiding .in. .the road / 
Earlier Friday;. T'dor Bear 
testified he haiJ thrown .to 
the ground after ail argument 
vWiih Kelly. - ' ‘ 

"Russ came over, was * 
reaching bvetfv Igubss he was 
trying to help/ 1 * Poor Bear 
said “Theard a^shbt and Russ" 
feliitoverme/V 
A' forensic pathologist, Dr: 
Garry Peterson hf St. Paul; 
Mhd r testified for the: defense 
thatMeans'coiiid not haveheen 
sitting 1 wheh^he was struck by 
the bullet; ^ 

Fetersoh' had: been told by 
Means that the AIMleapter was’ 
“shot "when ,he was bending 
over.,,a somewhat prone- posiV 
' tiph.” j . . 

r * Petersori's ehneiusioh agreq 
with the desdriptibdigiveh 
Means. 1 . 


’ , | 4 ; r - 

. Despite the focus of testi¬ 
mony’ on -the shooting, Van'. 
Sickle-Said: the wound was re¬ 
ceived ‘‘after .thefeterference, 
if there was any interference at. 
all.” . • • 
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e Cites"Cost for 'Mov§— 


FARGO CAP). Ar U.S, 'bislricl Qqurt 
Judge Bruce Van Sickle Friday .ordered 
the trial- .of, former American* Indian. 
Movement-leader RusselfMeans mbyedjto 
.Bismarck. / V - >1 ' 

\ Means,.who lists Bismarck. as. his v home • 
is'charged w ith ihterfer ing\W ith a- Bureau 
lot Indian Affairs ’ officer dunhg a. June, 
[OT^:iricidentinwhickthe.Altoeadier'wa5 
WQUhded,. ;• ■. . ;4 - * v _ 

Van Sickle hadniQved the-trial io Fargo' 
when defense attorneys cited’ racial 
prejudice in the Bismarck area but they * 
la terafesjied for a. nonjury triaL - ■ 

At th‘e-end'pf th& Friday morning 
session VanSickle checkedwith attorneys. 
Id see if there was a?possibidty they could 
Wrap up the 

the judge was told 1 that yasnot possible; 

Van Sickle brderfedtheafterhop’nsessioh 
tbcdntindej&scheduled:bdfsaid;* < 9ie.ti t iai : 


wi lb recdnvene^in Bismarck- oit Monday»” 
Vap Sickle said the question, of; racial 
prejudicehadheenremov# with Ohe iibn- 
jury trial: arid he also cited, cost factors, 
involved .in holding court away; fronw 
Bismarck. 

The defense opened its case during: the : 
Friday session: and called a forensic 

iiofchave been in a sitting. prisj.tioh When he 
was^shot. ' ^ , ’ , 

Lt Patrick Kelly r arresting BIA\officer> 
hgssaid Means had fieeir tossed* to the 
ground- and KeHyV service; revolver" 
accidently- discharged when Means was. 

, in .a sitting position.. \ 

' pr. Jen7Peterson, St. Paul r Minn. r smd 
Means had told the. doctqirhe “was .shot 
whefi he. was' bending over,..a somewhat 
prpne.positiqnJ’ . x \ ' 

Peter^dhts- conclusion^ agreed with; the 


description.given: by.Means, v \ 

However^ Van Sickle said the woimd wds. 
received ‘‘after the interference- if there ^ 
was^ interferencfrat all.,^ v / 

,... Thomas-poor Bear^R^sebud; S;D, t whm_ 
had charges of interfering with VBIA~ 
officer dismissed^ Thursday, also took- 
stand, - , \ - 1 N ' • 

Be kid the'BIA police car.stopped hear 
his-owm vehiciejand: hri went oyer to asfc; 
•wtetthe : poiiceman-.-w4ritcd; ^ 

also said he and Kelly argued ; abqiif 
“who Was hassling, who” when- Poor 
Bear thought Means Spoke,td hiriu ' 

Poor Bear saidhe turned to Means an'd 
Was then thrown to the ground - v „. 

“.Russ 'came over; was reaching over, 
guess.he was. trying; to hefpV v Poor Bear, 
said* .. P ; •’. ; 

, ‘Van. Sickle' dismissed the charges 
.against Poor ;Bear Thursday;- .i 
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JudgeQfes Lock of jury 


FfikGQ^ CAP) - tyS. 
District Judge Bruce Van 
Sickle has;asked pousel for for 
the prospcutiori and. defense if 
•there \vefe any reasons the . 
trial fof Eiisseir Means and; 
Thomas Poor Bear equTdnot bp 
mbyed-hacfe to : 3isinarck. 

Meahs^yhd decribes-himself 
as a .'tenner* leader of the 
. American Indian Movement,' 
andPoor Bear are on trial on 
charges^ of interferrin g- with a 
Bureau of Indians Affairs - offi¬ 
cer in a ; June* 1975, incident ort 
the; Staridih g; Rdck = Ihd ian . R'e| * 
.serivatinm Meads was wgiinded’ 
mn the. : incidenh v . _ 

| The trial was originally- 
I scheduled ter-Bismarck,. blit. 


Van Sickle ihoVed.the proceeds 
Ings to Fargo after-defenseat- 
toneys cited racial, prejudicedn 
the area-and Said an unbiased 
jury: couldmot befound. 

pefense cou User had'waived 
the juyt TtiCsddy. .. 

,in t askcounseled- give tea- 
sons why we cannot complete' 
this ;case: in Biiiharck,^ /Van 
Sickle said?: at the opening of 
Thursday’s session.. '• 

Van Sickle said the racial 
quetsibri was: hot A matter of 
concern; becausepo/ jur-y was 
hearing; the ch^e, 

Attorneies- for both prose- 
xutiori .and defense indicated, 
they may- not ch^leriege^'the 
move to Bismarck; 


l In the opening minutes of 
Thursday's session- arresting 
officer Lt Patrick Kelly r prch 
duced -a personal notebook 
, which had- been requested by 
defensecounsel, 
v After the court examined Hie 
notebook for possible’mention 
of the indicent Van • Sic kle. said 
. it“dbes nolcover any referOce 
' to’ ;the fracas. I don T t see the 
notebbokas heipfiU:to pfove:or 
disprove anything;” 

The judg^alsp said ; nibstno-^ 
tations in the entire ^notebook 
were references 16 dates: and 
milages. v 
Thor dor e;Kell^the off ic er’s 
spit, aj so. : topic the stand Thiurs- 
, &y v H6^4.;jWaatridirig in the 
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FARGO (AP) — A & 
did; dispatcher opened test}- 
rhony in UjS* District Court at 
Fargo Wednesday in the trial 
of.AmericanlndianMovemeht 
leader Russell Means' and 
Thomas Poor Bear, both 
charged with interfering with a 
Bureau of Indian Affairs of¬ 
ficer. 

Frank Ereth Jr., of Morton 
County sheriffs office;,' 
l testified he had requested 
; assistdhcefrdm Fort Yateslaw 
enforcement officials’, to deal 
with amincident:at a Fort Rice 
tavern. x • 

‘‘My request for assistance^ 
was acknowledged by Fort 
Yates radio,?’ Ereth shid; 

In opening statements^ .U;S, 
Atty. Harold Bullis said BIA,of¬ 
ficer Pat Kelly was respondmg 
to the*call when Kelly was com ; 
fronted'by the defendants near 
> Fort Yates. 

4 Bullis : said Kelly thought life * 

, was?beihga^ rfe*. 

volver accidentally.'discharged 
during; a scuffle.. Means' was 
’ hospitalized: for a wouhd. 

Irvin Nodland of Bismarck* 
Poor Bear’s attorney; called? , 
the-event “a disorgariized\po- 
lice evfentwith police searching 
fordefendants.” 


>* ** 

jNodldnd; halsbA said; ria 
physical confrontatidn took 
$ace UntilKelly Seized -Poor 
Bear and threw him to the 
ground afteradiscussioridVer 
harassment - He called kelly ’s 
movements^ *‘ari ^ ovfer^ 
reactidn.r f , 

Means 5 presented his own 
opening statement. s 
The AIM Jeader disputed’the 
government‘contention ;he arid 
Poor Bear Ahad. started the 
scuffle arid said: the matter 
should" have -been) trjed under 
tribal '■statutes rather than 1 fed¬ 
eral law. . , 

VI -believe' we are in the 
wrong courtroom*” Means 
said, indicating tribal? court' 
should have jurisdiction -‘be¬ 
cause .it did happen in Indian, 
•territory.” 4 , * j 

The trial had been mo\fed 
from Bismarck to Fargo after 
U.S. District Cdurk. Judge 
tiruce Van Sicklfe had- agreed: 
with defferise contentions that 
there was prejudice iri /south¬ 
western North Dakota; 

Vari' Sickle had 'felosfed jury 
.selectibnto the public Tuesday* 
; but later the. trial wa^ changed 
to be held before the coUrtonly . 
at the dfefenSe-request. 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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FARGO (AP) In a 
surprise move Tuesday^ the 
jury for the trial of Russell 5 
Means and Thomas Poor Bear 
Was dismissed shortly after it 
was chosen arid U.S. District 
Judge Bruce Van Sickle said he 
Would hear the case and issue 
ine verdict himself. 

. The move came after 
defense attorneys Richard: 
Baer and Irvin Nodland, both 
V Bismarck, requested the 
jury be dismissed: after it was 
learned a co-defendant of 
Means' in another^ caselried in 
Rapid. City, S:P., was found,' 
guilty^ of murder Tuesdays 
morning and sentenced to life 
imprisonment. 

Means is expected to go oh 
trial later this month in Rapid 
City in connection with thb in¬ 
cident aba Scenic, S.D: bar that 
left one man dead. 

Defense- counsel said jurors^ 
in the trial of Means and Poor v 
Bear, Who are charged With in- 

• •- r 


i \ 


terfering'WitKan- officer oHhe 
Bureau of Indian ^Affairs ah. an 
altercation at , the Standing 
Rock Indian Reservation last 
June % Wotild be prfejudifced 
When they learned of the Rapid 
City courbs/actioh. - 
U:& attorney Hal Bullis Ob¬ 
jected 1 to the motion, but with-r 
drew it later 4 in the day after. 
Van-Sibkie said the jury Would- 
be sequCsted for Ine duration of 
the trial topr event them from 
learning’ of- the Informatidll 
Vhn Sickle agreed to dismiss 
the jury shortly- after 6 p;ih. < 
after a'Ml .panel had already * 
been chosen. ‘ 1 

Van. Sickle had transferred 
his 'coiiri , ’|rpm'v'Bismarck to* 
Fargo af ter ; it r was ^determined 
Means and Poor Beancould not 
get a fair trial in the capital 
city because of, widespread: 
prejudice .against Indians 1 . 

Van Sickldwas scheduled to 
continue the Case Wednesday 
morning. : 

• i • I 
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Dale of trnn.rripHnn 4 / 5/76 


the f Olldwiilg _LU JL UL illcl LXUii CUilCeiUliig^eyUU^LS. 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS and| 
near Cannon Ball, North Dakota, 


Fort Yates, North Dakota, provided 
ich to ok place on 6/7/75 involving 
on North Dakota Highway 1806, 


on the Standing Kock Indian Reseryation: 


On 6/7/75, 


Dako 

that 

ThA I-TTYIA 

I 


_r 

JLett 

"Bismarck at a 


_Jwas at MEANS’ residence at Bismarck, North 

approximately 9:00 a,m., and in addition to several people 


did f not know, present were MEANS,[ 
and 


This group of people, including^ 


ismarck at approximately noon on 6/7/75 and went to the bar at Huff, North 
DakQta, and later to the bar at Fort Rice, North Dakota, 


At 

an 


l 


ort Rice. 


RUSS ELL MEANS, 

went into the Fort Rice 


Bar, 


None of the girls 

accompanying the group went into the bar. RUSSELL MEANg carried a ri fl p in f o 
bar wipb him* The rifle belonged to 


b6 

b7C 


I 


— -- ---O-- | p 

pickup truck. The gun was not loade d.[ 


ammunition for the rifle, and 
ammunition for the rifle. 


and had been in 
I did not have 


_Lhe 


any 


did not think RUSSELL MEANS had any 


When they entered the bar, 
had beatenT I and| 


lobserved 6 or 7 white people 


in the bar,_Some unknown period of i-irnp nrjnr to 6/7/75, several white people 


|had not been there at the 

Tn tbp. bar on 6/7/75 were the same ones who had beaten! 


jat the Fort Rice Bar; however 
time and he di d, not know if j he people 


and 


did no t see it happe n, but in a few moments atter 
they entered the Fort Rice Bar, | 


fight and the white pers on was on the floor, 
or not anyone other than | | hit 

had his back turned at the time. 


.an n a wnxr.ft na 

rson go 
iid not 

t into a 

. white person 

because 



vehicle in a cpxasian of A vehicles. The 3 

topped behind^ 
me liuiLU^Jound lane anq 


fend the aforementioned individuals left the Fort Rice Bar 
drove in four vehicles to the Standi ng Rock Indian 

| ranch, 

in his pickup truck, was the 4th. 

vehicles in fron t ofl _ 

d | b olice 


following the fight and_ __ _ 

Reservation. When they arriv ed at a point just south of the[ 
on North Dakota Highway 1806, 


stopped and as 
vehicle parked 
holding RUSSELL MEANS by the hair with his left hand. 


them, he notice 


lout in front of the car 
MEANS was sitting on the 


Interviewed on_ 4/1/76 


by. 


SA 


£aai t Yates, North Dakota 


cf 
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MP 89-231 


pavemen t leaning on his right hand with his left- side towards 

I lh ad a gun in his right hand and_heard one 

He assumed |_|had shot MEANS because the hand gun was pointed at 

and was about 3 or 4 feet from MEANS* left side, f 


go off. 
MEANS 
] put RUSSELL MEANS 


in the back seat of his police vehicle. | I was"already in the back 

seat. I I was standing by the right side of the police vehicle pointing 

a shot gun at the people in the 4-car caravan, and stated . "None of voq fuckers 


move or 1*11 shoot your heads off." They didn't move and 


stayed 


inside his pickup where he was parked, approximately 50 yards from the police 
vehicle. 


however, fie believedJ 


unknown) was in the 2nd_vehicle:[ 
and 


could not recall who was in each o f the ve hicles: 

lwas in the first vehicle: 

J i-1 


(last name 

_|was in the 3rd vehicle; 

was in tha, 4th veh ic 1 ft 3 a 1972 Dodge pickup with a 


Hid not know which 


shell-type camper in back. _ 

| H ad gotten out of because it happened before| 


car MEANS and 

"[arrived. 


After 


[departed the area with MEANS 


caravan followed the police vehicle to Fort Yates, 
was not among those subsequent! 
from Fort Yates, North Dakota. 


and 

Nor 


1 

the four-car 

tn uaxota. 



of 6/7/75. [ 


recall how much RUSSELL MEANS and 


[ 


and his companions had been drinking beer during the day 
]hp1 -i<=>v<=>d haH anrirfivimat-plv A lip srs. He could not 

drank during the day. 


[did not believe anyone in the group was intoxicated. 


b6 
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The following descriptive information concerning[ 
obtained through observation and interview: 


was 


Name 

Race 

Sex 

Date of birth 

Place of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Residence 


American Indian 
Male_ 


Fort Yates, North Dakota 
5*10" 

200 lbs. 

Black 

Brown I- 

Lives with 

7-8 miles north of Fort Yates, North Dakota 


-2*- 
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, „ Lieutenant of Police, Law Enforcement 

Services, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Cannon Ball, North 
Dakota, furnished a .38 caliber cartridge with a silver 
casing and copper jacketed bullet marked "W-W 38 Special 
on the end of the casing-The, casing was marked and 


retained for evidence. 


is _The 

_P 


►btained the cartridge from his 


ammunitionbelt which he wears when on duty. The above 
.diascaiLhfid cartridge is of the same typers was carried in 
'service revqLver_ffi^en RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS was 


shot in June, 1975. 


furnished no written report 


OUU v XI* v ujuv j i v » i i - ^ « , , 

concerning the shooting of MEANS to the Bureau of Indian b6 

Affairs- For t Yates, or to anyone else, nor did|_| b7c 


Interviewed on. 


by. 


SA 


3/16/76 Cannon Ball, 





*jt 
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_ ThP .36 r.a liher nar»-t-r»i r) gff r>Tvf-aIned bv Special Agent 

__ .from Lieutenant_ Law Enforcement 

Services, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Cannon Ball, North 
nekoi-Fi. op March 16, 137 6, was submitted tol I 

for RUSS FLL CHAR LES MEANS, bv Special Age nt I 

_| through_ Secretary, _ on 

March 16, 1976. 


The cartridge was snbt 
presence of Special Agent 
approval of HAROLD 0. BULLIS, 
Fargo, North Dakota. 


Jnxtec 


|_ in the 

pursuant to the 
:ates Attorney, 
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M.D., Quain and Ramstad Clinic, 


221 North' Fifth Street, Bismarck, North Dakota, was 
presented for <=>xami nation the Clinical , Rec g rd ~ffirrative 
Summary prepared by 


M.D., U.S. Public 


Healt h Service Ho spital. Port Yates, North Dakota, relating 
to Dr.Q| treatment of RUSSELL MEANS at Fort Yates 
on June 


V, 19V5. 


Dr, 


;reated RUSSELL MEANS at St. Alexius 
Hospital, Bis Jiai ’ CK, iNiH ' L h Dakota, from June 7,. 1976 , 
discharge on approximately June 14, 1976. Dr.f 


until 


stated MEANS was treated for a "non-penetrating gunshot 
wound," which could be referred to as a superficial flesh 
wound, 


Dr.| [considered the report of Dr.| 

to be consistent witn nis findings, and noted that me 
bullet exited MEANS’ body at a point 2£" above and 4" 
forward of the entry point. 


marks". 


Dr. i _ _ _ 

He was unable 


examination disclosed no "powder 


__to form any opinion as to the 

distance between MEANS and the gun at the time the shot was 
fired. 
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\ FARGO, N.D> (£p) - Charges 
agamst Thomas Poor Bear, Rosebud, ; 
St),, of interfering'with a Bureau of In¬ 
dian Affairs officer were dismissed! 
Thursday in US. District Court. 

'However, U.S. District Judge Bruce 
S>.Van Sickle denied a motion for dis- 
missal of^pie same charges against 
/rA/0 w Russell. Means, former leader of *he 
r\' -American Indian Movement. Means 
lists his address as Bisniarck. 

/Van Sickle also said M .was- crin^ 
kidering moving the trial to Bismarck; 
Where it was originally scheduled 
although he would not make the deci- 
, sion until Friday. 

( In granting the motion for dismissals 
,Van Sickle said that “Poor Bear may 
have been engaged at most in'abusive* 
language.’ 4 , w ‘> • • * / ■ - 

the judge also saidit was.difftcriifeto 
find- that Poor Bear made an overt 
threat/* ’ 


j; The' motion for dismissal was Ttiade 
after the prosecution rented Its.^dse; 
*%[Van' : Sickle said ;he might move the 
trial to Bismarck because the question-, 
of racial prejudice had been;resolvedu J 
Defense- attorneys cifed prejudice Jp 
the Bismarck area and'Van^Sicikie xriovi¬ 
ed 1 the trial to Fargo. But defense aA 
iorneys requested the noil-jury trial on 
Tuesday,. 

•'.The trial"will reconvene :dt 
Bismarck, Monday if ty Friday we ;see 
We-carihot ;gdtdone' by Saturday,” Van 
Sickle said. 

' ?, He had asked both attorneys If they - 
-opposed 1 the move. 

, Prosectitfoh courisel^id notres 1st the 
motion; defense attorneys' said “the 
defendants have indicated a^desire to 
leave it tip* to the court’s .decision/' * 

;"Vah* Sicklei cited - cos ts of;$r,500, to. $2 j- 
.000, daily toroid the trial in Fargo^and 
“routine work'i isn’t being taken'cafe 

of ” v/.-; 

The - charges sterile froin.a-Jiine, ,1975 
incident in'which .Means wds; wounded, 
ac.cbrding to court records.. 

U fjatfick.,keily;„a BIA.bfficef; saidl; 
be and his sori> were in thb northern i 
regions oif The Stdndiiig Rock Indiati! 
Reservation when' they Were; stopped 
by Means-'and -Poor 6ean . /■ 

K£ily, said hegf abbed- PoorBeaf/arid 
Means, came toward the tWo,of them.. 
/When the SiA officer also grabbed 
•Means,, the ifeUteriant’s - revolver ac¬ 
cidentally-discharged; 
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nearing coriclusion 


BISMARCK, Nj>: (AP) 4 fiihgl 
arguments were uhderwayTuesday in r 
the trialof American Indian- Movemehi 
'(AIM) deader Russell ivfedhs in: U*S* 
f) i strict Court, 'at, Bismarck* 

Defense attombys^ rested their c&se 
Monday / after Means4ook the-sianddn 
his own defense*. . _ 

Means 1s= on trial on chdrgfes/bf in¬ 
terfering with a Bureau of Indian Af- 
iairs, (BIA) officer in, a Jjiiie 3975jitci- 
deittNn which Means was wounded* 
Charges against; Thomas Poor .Bear* 
who also had been charged in connec¬ 
tion with the incident, were dropped 
last Thursday; but a mbtibirfdr dis¬ 
missal of the charges;against Meaiia, 
was-demed* / v \ ^ \ 

The ttial, diUginfrify tsdf fdr 
. Bismarck* had^ beeh; moved tbEargo 
when defehsie attorneys. cited radial 
prejudice iii- ^the''Bismarck -area* 
However, following a defense reguest 
; later for *a riorijury ;'trial, Vain fickle 
r ordered the case moved back* , 

Z After completion of the defense casei 

M^ns* attorney asked. Van Sickle to 
: dismiss the cafe against himin light of 
- a Ailing last week by U.S; Chief Judge 
^FredNichdl* + 

^s^^he case, J&iichdJ: ruled' that 0 1913 


federal iaw : ended federal jurisdiction 
bv’etf the. e^^tern^part of- th# Standing 


dismissed Ah& base, whicfe involved' 
ieyeh iridicttnerits - against fix ; 
' iieferidents; gleans lawyers- faid/ *-* 

: ' Van Slckie took the dismissal motibn ' 
hnder 'advisbment. .The- ju<jge said if 
■Meahs was conyicfed, "he £6uld then 
jrule o^the motibn ; after 6otK sides' had * 

* ipresferited arghdients oh the^matter*, ^* 

* ■ 4 - ^ V 

£ Earlier,, r the- judge had‘denied ^ 
Vdefbnse ^motion, for a m^tridj dn.V 
grounds that certain'■ government 
■ witnesses^talked with, .trial observers* 
iVait Sickie dhhied the motion as being 
v, “withbiit tfierlt\ l/ V ‘ : \ 

/ Takiilgithf stand. Mbnday/Means said 
ftporBeablmd 'stoppedto talkwith:BIA 
J dffScer |jt.-Pat Kelly, aitej^Kelfy had 
sfopped/.ahpther c af; - 
Fbafing a ^dnfrohtatiori 'hetweeh: 
Poor Bear hrtdvKelly, Means said M' 
^Walked t6wardrthe,|ifa'ir t wh^weretalk-. - 
ingnear.the officers patrol cab- Kelly 

* grabbed- Poor Bear and ‘threw, him * 
'down, Means .said/- * v . 'i ( 

- . Me£hs explained; he therl/said ‘\We 
ddh^t^aiit any trouble, ^kti^k it ; off^ 






• BISMARCK,. NifiT (AttjV-^. tfi£T s •> 
Distict Judge Bruce Van Sickle Tues¬ 
day acqui|ted American IndianM<ty<h i 
. ment leader Russeil Meansbfa charge ; 

of interfering with a Bureau of Indians 
. Affairs officer.; ■ . Y,i.l 

Van- Sickle cited conflicting, versions 
of .what happened in'the,incident. The j 
judge: said: the charge; boiled down to > 
^Means’ actions; when. jie approached ; 
BIA,.police;Lt,. Pat Kelly;.;,',: '., \, u 

Kelly shad maintained Means: was,in- ; 
tepfering with trie peffbf'hiance‘-of ! 
KellySs officiai duties, HoweVer Means 
mairitaitied 5 He approached Kelly in'a 
peaceful imahrief and hoped to avpid 
trouble; , ,7 ' • ‘ ' 

, Van-Sickle, who^asheadrig thetfiril 
without a jtiry,'said' that In view of< j 
equivocal evidenCe, ;tjje. governments! 
had “not proved its Case;, beyond' ia < 

reasonable dbubt/’'. 7 . ' : ‘ 

The case stemmed;frbm An incident, 
in June-oflast year hear Cannon Bail* 
N.T>. , • , 7 V " ’ " "7 

. (Eariiei^story on'page 16). •• - •• s' 
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to be moved 
to Bismarck; 

FARGO, N.D. (AP) “ The trial ! df 
American Indian Moveifleht leader 
Russell Means will reconvene at 
Bismarck Monday as defense attorneys 
continue testimony from a group of i? : 
possibledefense witnesses. f ; . 

Means is on: trial f in, ufs.; .Dlitfifet 

c6urtoft : ,charges-.ofihterferinkwith'a 

Bureau of. Mdian Affairs ; dfficeriia -a 
Junerl0:ihcideritiirwhick'Meahs.iiitfiS'' 
wounded. - ' ' 

/ 'U.'S. District judge Bruce Van Sickie 
Friday ordered the trial cdritinU&J to* 
Bismarck after the weekend recess. 

Defense attorneys had cited racial 
prejudice and' the inability to fin*! an. 
unbiased, jury as reasons for <mbving ; 
the trial form, Bismarck, where it was 
prigihally scheduled. After 
torneys waived the juhy fwdday. Van 
fickle said the need for a change 
unnecessary* • ’ ’ " • • > : 
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officer 


■ BISMARCK, "N.D. (AP) 

District Judge. Bruce Van SlcklA Tues¬ 
day acquitted American Indian Move¬ 
ment (AIM)- leader Russell Means of a 
charge of interfering witha Bureau-of 
Indians Affairs. (BIA) officer. : 

Means had been charged- with in¬ 
terfering with BIA Lt.’Pat Keliyduririg 
.an incident lit June* 1975, ■ along a 
highway on the Standing Rock Indian 
Reservation. Means Was wotihded in 
thb'confrontation^ ' '.V 

The judge'last; week dismissed 
similar- charges agaiiist Thbmas Poor 
Bear* -who alsd-hadibeeiidiivdiveSa-ih the 
incident with- Means. 

Kelly said-.Means had..integer red- 
with him, a scuffle .ensued--and his- 
revolver 'accidentally' discharged-, 
wounding .the-AIM-leaden 
, However^. .Means' maintained tie had 
approached Kelly-only in, an-attem'pt to 
help Poor- .Bear,' after the officer" had 
- thrown .Poor .Bear- to die grbund. Means, 
said he had wanted to avoid 1 “any 
trouble,” 

The trial, originally set fdr 
Bismarck, had been moved to,'Fargo 
after defense attorneys said prejudice 
would not allow arrimpartial jury. But 
i t. was the n nioved -to Bismarck after 


defense attorneys^Waived a jttry trial. 

Foliowing finhl- arguments Tuesday , 
Van Sickie- ruled from the bench on the 
case. ' * 

Citing the testimony from Kelly and 
his .son-, who was .with; him at the time 

■ of--the. occuraace^W'hichconflicied with, 1 
defense witttesses, Van Sifckifetoaid the i 
gwernmenthad failed, to: proved to case 1 
‘ ‘beyond- a: reasonabie-doubt,, . j 

“I think: thej-e "is- sufficient evidence ] 
-of doubt •tHat..Ru?Seli;Means-wasdpi5g s 
•anything; .but mOving ln to help- Poor 
Bba^ , 'the :: )udge.'saidi, 1 V” 

‘ Following :tlto judgu^ verdict,. which-: 

1 -Whs. ’greeted, with applause from , 
Means” followers lethe courtroom, the 
■ .AIM. leader said: “the Verdict* proved-in i 
the federal court's -there 1 , is -some - 
justice.” ‘ „■■. ■ 

The.judge=said 'tesffmpnyin-the.case^ 

■ including 'fpditce-.TUdie logs,., indicated. 
Keiiy wSsaCtihg -reasonably ln : the>per7 
formarice Of hlscduties, 


Whenhe-emOfged'froidhto patrol-car. 

'' to talk to-Poor Bear he faced, about 10 . 

of Means'. friends, Van Sickle said, i 
.j The jtidge described Kelly as_ “a 
I; -courageous .officer perceiving that he 
• 1 might be' moving .into‘a dangerous 
f situation. 5 ” ' ‘ 

: ■' “i-find-that Officer Kelly reasonably 
1 concluded he was - in immediate 
;' danger,’ 1 the judge said. 

! However,', on- 'thd .key question of • 
whether Means had attempted to in- 
■ terferc With Kelly, the Judge said-there 
was conflicting testimony. 
i . He also,-said, the, trajectory of the 
buliet- which etfcUck ’ Means,, .and 
testimony by; a doctor last week, 

’ appeared- .to support the AIM leader’s 
. contentioii- he-Wiaq 'leanihg over Poor 
Bear when-fte was-shOE; . , 

"I .conclude Russell Meanskad.heefl- 
thrown -down dr was in a crdufchiiig 
position -when the -gun 1 went -off,” -the 
| .judgesaid'. ! . 1 

w 
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Pdlicet bafts S/sfer 


By MAftK KINDERS; . ; \ 

Ti’ibuneStaff Wriier. - * j •^ 
Susari -Kejly Power walked a lone picket iitife with her ; 
daughter “Tuesday^ ^temoolt io protest the acquittal in . 
.federal court of American Indlati Movement leader Russell. 
Means: j ; " ’ jv : 

The sister of the Bureau of Indian Affair offider.;Lh Tat 
Kelly^himself an Indian, Who was invblvfed in a shooting 
incident ^th Meahsdast year at St^dihg ^ckrk Reservation* : 
Mrs, Power x carried :ai si^i protesting the'rulingby \ 
District Court Ju|ge;tBhite Van Sickle: ; 

“RusselMeansbrags mdndtanc^ tew-dart-1 

: touch hiitn v \fen Sickly proyed^ifc:”’/- . * ^ 

Althougkshe does nblagree withVan Sickleruling; .Mrs. 
Power saM'she had: not contacted the judged hor.was^at- •; 
^ tempting tQ embflrra&vhim. i *^ye’ri&:hot ^isBiheihier^i ,, 'she 
said*^‘bufewe'fee^ • '* ' 

[ “AIM. has'made a nidckery of justice because of their at-V, 
\ titudes,” she said, “and Pm trying to teach the^Wfiite hfewsl 
media that they should show both sides “of the story irtl 


is in its death rattle^ they donotrepresent the decent lhdiaiis. 

“And* I Want td wake up the Indians,” .she hdded. “Pat .. 
Kdly^/family hasdived’ih hell^ih^thatincideht Jastyear. 
They’ve ipade things hard for him. I want the tadiafcs to 
support him all the way,not just oh^the re^eryatiohi I-'hope T ;; 
carvreachenOiighiof our people so that they* show ;their:guts 
and stop-pitting family’against family, and bud* the fear we 
have at Standing Rock.” * * . ' 

Cornplairiing of the ,k cftciis” atmosphere that AIM brought 
to the-trials she:said:: “4 Wish that we had there Standing,, 
Rock pehplenn theOourlropm so that they/coiild'have been , 
'seen= ; by;thejudge: ^ 

4 Tieeltha t he ? (Vail*SidKlei Wafe:ari"h6rie§tTid^Who:tned't pi 
be f air b'bdth sides t but that-.ibwasimppsfcibjie for fern id.tjy 
■to handle that circus-tip thfere and not have; the groundwork 
set to influence him?* V v * •: 

Mrs. PoWer said, she was shocked aKthe^uling*. “3 could' 

[ have been knocked over with a feather. ” ‘ ■ . 


i She said she doesn’t know how ’long she!U .continue*- 
, picketing. ‘Tm only one person/1 don ? t..have ‘the- mdney'or; 
I;whiskey to have someone givb tne support here:” 1 .: 
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Means Is Acquitted 


TrlbutK'Photo by lw LeLwicte * 


American Indian Movement leader iRus^ell i testefr its : case in* federal Cdtirt here^ Means I ] 
Means, accompanied by supporter Darlene { was acquitted: Tuesday of interferring With* j 
Cfteftiham* departed the Bfcxriarck Federal f aFederal officer in a biehdfrstHalitefoie IKS;! | 
BulidmgrMonday afiernDon after theidefetise: District Judge BriiefeVatt $tcfcl& j _ j 
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By LUCILLE HENDRICKSON 
3 Tribune Staff Writer . 

J Former American Indian Movement f 
leader Russell Means was acquitted of I 
fhargeS of interfering with a Bureau of f 
Indian Affairs police officer in federal ** 
court here Tuesday morning. 

U.S. District Judge Bruce Van Sickle 
who had heard the case without jury, , 
rendered the verdict after two hours of 
final arguments by defense and govern¬ 
ment attorneys. 

Van Sickle cited conflicting versions of * 
what happened in the incident. He said 
that given the unknowns in the case, the 
government had failed to prove beyond a 
reasonable doubt that Means, ih an en¬ 
counter with'Bureau of Indian Affairs 
policeman Lt. Patrick Kelly on a reser¬ 
vation highway June 7* 1975, had com-^ 
mitted any act of force toward the officer. 

Kelly had testified that Means had. l r 
lunged toward him after he had wrestled 
Thomas Poor Bear to the ground and that 
when'he grabbed Means, his revolver** 
accidently discharged. Means, however, 
maintained he approached Kelly in a 
>eaceful manner with hands raised, 
loping to avoid trouble. 

Van Sickle said that there was sufficient 
^evidence of doubt that Means was, doing 
anything but moving in to help Poor Bear. 
He said further that from the evidence 
regarding the angle of the bullet as it 
passed through Means body it must be 
concluded the defendant had partially 
dropped or was ■ thrown to a crouching 
position at the time he was shot. \ 
However, Van Sickle also said he found 
from the record of the trial that Kelly, a 
police officer of 20 years experience, had 
behaved courageously in following his 
superior officer’s instructions to in¬ 
vestigate a report from the Morton County 
sheriff’s department that persons involved 
in a Fort Rice incident were moving into 
reservation territory. 

He said Kelly’s conduct under the cir¬ 
cumstances, in which he was confronted 
by a party of more than 10 persons who 
could have been armed,'was 4ot 
unreasonable. Van Sickle added it was 

I easonable for Kelly to conclude he was 
aced with a dangerous situation. . 

In final arguments prosecuti nn.^had^ 
naintained that the defense was seeking to ’ 


prove the police officers had deliberately* 
set up the confrontation with the Means! 
party. Judge Van Sickle said he found noj 
evidence that this was true, and defense, ir| 
its summation, made no attempt tb argue 
the confrontation was deliberate. Defense 
maintained that the scuffle between Poor 
Bear "and Lt. Kelly and the shooting of 
Means, which it called accidental, were 
the result of overreaction on the part of the 
police officer who was aware of Means 
reputation hs an aggressive Indian leader. 

The government, in arguing that the 
-shooting was accidental said it would be 
ridiculous to assume that an experienced 
officer like Kelly would have only grazed 
his target at a distance of only two feet and 
further that he would have attempted 
murder in front of some 15 witnesses. 

Defense attorneys termed ‘absurd’ 
prosecution claims and Kelly’s owl 
• 4 testimony that he and his son did not know 
Means was among the party they -werp 
ordered to investigate. Defense in sums 
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matron netted that police jogs at Fojrt Yates Without merit a-* defense motion for 

• the time of-Uie incideint had.Tefeifedto - mistrial on grounds -certain- government 
the pattyihvestigated bjtKelly as “Means’ witnesses talked with trial observers, 

tftys.” , '1 1 ~ ; . 'Theibffiesi^ 

Vf he jfldge inconcluding his findings said: leader.‘■fold- the court .he had come . to 

thdre was. no eyidende that: Means, as * Standing Rock from South pakota to apply . 
claimed; tad been -denied medical at- . for a jobis diredtpr of.a youth ranch.fqr . 
ftation. Hesaid:totalis had!refused'tor* ; ddtaqUtaisi- r i ’ 

accept, trtatjhent.'iditjili ;a. medi<dta;,ina!f : ' ! liesaid.te:j^6ujfMwaswith^ .Jiine&tad' • 
was located; and -latlr did^go tb the partita unlft early' in _the> morning, had 
ijbspitak;. '"'v ‘ v ,, * . slept ;iate. 'and thehheadedfdr Virgil: 

4 Running,.Bedr’s -feSideiice on 'the fesw- 
ji spite .of- what'the judge had; said— VatEon. HP Said>a .police car cruised by- 
apparently in; reference to Igivirig,-Him a whiie thecar caravan was'parked'hear the. 
fair trial—he had beeh affaid; ‘Wt<Srdll,.I ‘ fiannqrib'all ’Bridgeon the reservation sida 
am RiiSseii ‘feuis;’’ he said. He added ■' ^^tUb^hea%is;Urdth& ( liiQl1i(^ahS'aiid 
thatiin federaicourtthe^e is; ; spiiie justiceitiihning. Bear, who; wai>- driving a pipkf 
ipr Indians: He .noted' that Jib Had 'been f, up, , japed- air short distance up. .a hill; 
charged' .in federal: court 6 ri jtaeejfc- 3 Riiiining Bear was stopped by the jpolice 
easions aiitfihad not heen convicted of a ■ car. the.poiice vcHicle, he said; theii drew 
felony. “But % State court,; thefe^is . m>.to-a-stop opposite ihe caravan ash-came 
justice;’!he.said. .': >' / ; r dpwn lhe<foad. .: ; '. /- ■, 

; Deferise-'toui^ , . -PooriBeaf got out ofthe car. in which 

Monday juSt before resting its cAse: • Means was-iiipassenger saying he wanted 


the paijtyiiivestigaied by:Kelly as^Means’ 


iThe jildge in concIuding his findings said 
;tnere was. no eyidende - that Means, .as- 
claimed; jhad been denied meditai ai- 
ftation. He said) totaiis had! refused do 
accept, treatment''Until a medicine ;.ihaii 
was located; and -latlr did:-go' to the 


uiciueiuvuu mgiiway jlovo auuui tui un?: suiu? xiMinaveiu uimciiLdLiUj hi 

CannonWli River/Oh Striding Rock, sldei^d:an,AlMTMd^r and sometimes'the 
Reservation in ,which Thomas Poor. Bear . 'younger elemerit ha^ toibe tight-rdiiiiedi So ; 
had, beeh involved m a scuffle with BUreali . i decided i-had better go over and keep * 
ofTridiahAffairs police :officerbt ? Patrick^ f Tom from^^ •. 

Kelly. Meaiis waswouhded, alie^edly by-^a * Means »saidthe;g6f dut of'ihe .car'and 'as 
discharge/from Kelly ^revolver. > , he- approdched lhh itwp ; meh;’ noticed 

•’ * “ The trial; dngihaiiy s'eHn Bisiiiarck;®d: sohiepne ^ ^H7iot=kbdwdit^thb dabi 

been, moved to Fargo when defense at- ' 4 He^said^hdiaskpdxthe,^person-who^he was 
jbrneyS racial prejudice^ in the- aiid the person, repliedj, r^Fni a tougf 

Bismarck areav Howe>bri :M6wmg .a sonovabitcKi 1 *:,. 1 *. „ i 

defense Tequestlato ior a • hon-jui^ trial ^ " The’ ttext thing; I- knew* Pat’had; Toni 

Van Sickle ordered the case"mpybd'back down,’! ;put :my tedds >up ^d s^ ‘we 
Ihere. , ' . ; . /’ dbriti waiiit- j^puTbldr it ” 

Charges, against Ppbr .Bear, ;also ‘ Means- recouhted. He saidJiblly; iet gojof 
, arr^Stedto Iheihddenii werb:dropped.ibsL ftknvBear’sh^ 


; H*hursday r but a^iridtidri fordismissalofthe 
chargek^^ agdinst.Meahs waS ;deidedi T . 

After>;resliiig ■ their casei ^Mdfidis’- 'aU , 
ferneys : asked : Van;Sic^ IddiSmfe; the; 

Jlidge feed.;Ni6hdl of Souffi . 

In thbt casej :ihvolynig: seveh jin 
dictments, against r six defendants, Nichol 
ruled, that a I9t3i law terminated, .and • 


witb^ses;^had.te earlier ihhtt Kelly 

'had'grhbbed-Ppbr Bfear ; by jthe^hair : Md 


• gbt hit j It felt like two bi|5 pinchers 

had f grabbed;hiy' left hack;- Means, said, 
that’dubio shpckMdid;iidtT^aU:anythin^ 
immediately. 

but: him in tHe -police efi >ahd headed tor 

niiiVr.'iul TLiilv-i— 


rcturnediito public domaiii dO iiinalibtcd . Fbtt Yates. He said he learned the,younger 
land ih 'the aa^terii portion..of Btahdlitg Kelly's iaentity 'dutmg the-tHp: 

Rock . R^ervaitioh,!-whwe itie, Incideht H e aisb;Sidd;that at the titte of thc-fc 

^ ^hbt him tod bhktit^as sbirie tMfe laler hfe. 

Court has no jurlsdictipn. m the casei . ; - ^ ] c Ited ;: it . wa g the -father. ; , 

1 .Van Sickle took the dismissal motion: .*^ 7 ™:“T; *“r*. • • V 

./Under'advisemln^and/Said if'Mbans was. , M^aps . told' the towt that ,'^e& ifye : 


Earlifc the' judge -had’ detped .as "being hlfn io the “idruhk iahk” at the jail? 

-a~ ^ .... 
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Witnesses Deny 
‘Any Interference : j' 

By Russell Means 

By LUCILLE HENDRICKSON 
% . Tribune Staff Writer ' 1 

Defense attorneys jn the Russell Means | 
t£ial which reconvened in federal court/' 

* here jfenday morning said they expected 
to complete their testimony by the end of: 
the day. ' . I 

Four defense Witnesses ahtfone-witness 
also subpoenaed; by the government took * 
the stand Monday morning. Under 
questioning and dross examination by the 
government^ all five denied having-seen I 
any 1 action by Russell Means’or Thomas 
Poor Bear that would constitute in-' 1 
terfering-with, a federal- officer in the 
performance of his duty. , * 

The charge of interference was -made 
.againstthe two menfollowingan incident - 
on a highway riear the Cannonbali River on 
Standing RockReservation JUne 7,1975,4*1\ 
which Means Was WoUnded. 1 
f Trial was moved to\Fargo by Judge | 
-Bruce' Van Sickle after defense attorneys | 
|:ited racial prejudice- in. the Bismarckxi 
area but was ordered back to Bismarck 
after defense later asked'for a nonjury % 
trial. - 

Qharges against Poor Bear, of dm. I 
terferihg with a federal officer Ih lhe same j 
incident Were dismissed by Van Sickle* 
Thursday at Fargo«but the motion for 
dismissal of,the-charges against Means, . 
former leader of the American -Indian J 
Movement, was denied. * 

■ A petition: for mistrial on grounds that 
certeift.goVernment witnesses had talked 
With trial observers in elevators and halls 
was made by the defense as proceedings 
xecdntmenced here, Monday; but was^ 
denied by the judge- as being; without' 
merit. 

burihg completion of testimony by Dale 
Means, begun in Fargo onEfiday, Defense. 
Attorney Richard Baer asked the Witness 
if his party had stopped at Fort Rice ill 
Morton County on their way to' the; 
reservation.- ' T 

^ Means responded that he ’had denied the > 
party stopped there When asked ihc 
* questidn earlierln the^proceedings foi 4 feat ^ 
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SSS£s§Sli^S^ilfpS 

[ £rSlas Ko!>:da ' thal r y ' did st0? ■■■■ : 

h Uiere iQT-gas. . _. . . ..^1 * A : cWia.:WAre fired- 


’ When government attorneys .sought w 
question the witness further about the- • 
stop," tihe judge sustained defense -6 d- . . 
jections*. . i. . , * * M 

Appearing .on- the- stand. Monday along- 
with Mfe&ns’ ’brother- were, his cousin,, 
fiennis Means, who had beOn riding inkhe 
car driven by Dale; Tvi ichelle- Lincolnand 
iieonarddardinativhp'wereipasa^igersiin,' ■ 

, a car driven. ;by .Allen- White Lightning,, 
ind Geraldine' Arcprn,: ipassehger ift 
another- car ’in the' Caravah which, had', 
stopped along ihfc highway where the 
■confrontation-. With. ’Bureau .of Indian 
Affairs police-officer Lt,ra trick-KOlly-had, 
f ’taken place. . \ . . 

1 'Cardinal; WhosaidhiSchr WaSseconcfm ■ 

I-; line, testified ,that , Th6tnas"Poor _B,ear' l go| ■ 

1 :out.'of- Sie-car'in Which' he Was;riding:qh? ; ,' 
there Was an .'exchange -of' words.-betWeeii 
,' Poor-Bear and’tit, KellyWhieh.be'didiiot 
hear- He-s'aid;Poor Bear turned-arouiid to 
leave and the^BIA police officer-grabbed 
hiiri by the hair and pulled him to the _ ( 
grbimd. -He said thatwheh that Was hap¬ 
pening, Means waited toward the police' - 
car saying, “We don’t want ahy. trouble, , 
'we-don’t need-ary trouble.” ; . 

lie-then said’ihat Means leaned over to , 

-help Poor Bear up, that hebad observed no . 
: jf-, gun but heard the shots, adding that he ' 

. thought it wah two shots-. 
it when asked by tl-.e defer.se ii Means nacl . 
'{taker, any assertive action or any. - action:. 

L * ■ , J ' .. i ■ . ' - 1 ■ r I L t _ J ^ 4-' hn 


UUiJVl IK**' 1 ** ^ %, . . j, 

shooting,saying-Means Was leaning over! 
VpprBmi t . agp&tently Irying'tb hejl^niTn i; i 
wfien i the shptsvwere fired: . / 

: Howeveri>under : qtiestLOtimg; noteof the * ^ 
witnesses, clainied ,to have actually .seen 
thegur.gopff. ^mlisMeahstestifiecUhat 

and'Poph Beah^hOWere.slafidihi'iii:ir6ht ■ 
ofltiieipolicb-c^’Wbenbsked. by^^v^n- 

. gun,-he at'firstiaid he did 

Kelly,had his.gbnhand dowiiby$1 Hf- 
said Use itijpafcfe of the shot “sat Means 
■down, on.his butt in ifront. of Kelly. . ' 

' -Kelly bad: testified -earlier hi -die.-trial: 
that the Alteleader'came-at him, a scuffle 
ehsiied- ;ahd4he -police bfficer’s- .revolver -■ 

. accidentally-discharged. ' " 


All ot the Witndss.es shid'lhatKeUy’s.son, . 
a- BIA .deputy Had’ bgefl. sittipg^on the- 
.passenger side,'of the police vehicle Until 
the.shootihgibecurred and: that he-theh got 


naa ROlWn VI-VWici it? ■ 

road Mdofdered thfemno stay/whiert they 
.■were/ , 

tDehhW:Mfean^ testified 1 that yotfhgrKelly ■ 
Said, 4i If ybi^take another step;l^mrgoih| 

; to-feloWr ydiivgiiys-iawa^^' butadde^ that 
Kelly' -appeared: scared and tnal tne 
Shotgun was' shakihg ih hishahds, 

Alt Si thb^vitiiesses >said Meafls; 
itd’ the police veinde : ’ 4 terward alibad ; p| 
kelly; whom* ’ one witness said,, n^d 1 


*«#-»•.. . ; Brab»ea^e!,hS by she tjelbas Iwiled-Mmictt, 

. e replied;. “Absolutely- not.” , : :• the car. _ , s .. 
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Means trial r'u 

■ ■ 1 ‘ M 

to public ; 

• ' ' ■ ' ■ '\. -• )' 

FARGO, N.D. (AP)— y.S> JDistCict j 

Court. fudge Bruce VanrSickle says the' 
public "wps to be excluded from jury, , 
selection Tuesday .in tiib trial p{- ( 
American Indian Movement leadef ’ 
Russeli Mearis and ijidmasjPoor Bear. j i 

Thetwo pre^charged withlnteffeting , 
with a BurfeaU of Indian Affairs 6ffiber, 
-in-rhe performance of his official duties 
stemming frorii a shooting incident 
June 7 on the Staridlhg Rock Eeserva- 1 
> tion. in North: Dakota: 5 , 

Earlier,’Van Sickle had .’iridved the I 
trial from Bismarck to Earg6<beeaUse ] 
of what’he saidwasraCialprejudicairi 
the southwestern district of North; 1 
Dakota-, and he had ordered^prihcipals 
against making unauthorized A 
statements during the--trial; * • 

Meansj ■ 36 f listed his; Address as 
EjsMarck, arid Poor Bear;.$l, gave his > \ 
address as Rosebud, S.D. , 


As part of His order Monday van 
Sickle did not disclose, Uhq moved to 
exclude die public from therjuty select 
tion, which he has said- is expected tp- 
, take aill day. 

“A request was riiade that, where 
there are-motions with emotional overr 
tones,, that the origin of the.motiori ibe 
kept secret," he said;. "This iruiing. in ■ 
effect answers that request. “This i s a- 
motion by one of' the princij)'ais.. >y 

lie judge added exclusion of- the ; 
public would help' assure, the 75 
prospective jurors “speak freely” >ddfc 
ing the selection, and: would remove a 
- courtroom space problemRe expldln- ; 
ed the couftopom-spectator section has - > 
seating for about 115 persons. 

The trial for the two men had; been ’ 
separated >iri the-earlier ruling on pre- -, 
judice, but Van Sickle later ordered 
them Combined again. 

Van Sickle- said he hoped to have- the 
jury selection- completed on one day 
“because it’s an expehsive thing keep- v‘ 
ing thetii over (a second day).” . 

Earlier he had also ordered-- the j 
public excluded 1 from', the trial .when j 
arguments were presentedftpthecgiitt^ j 
outofth e presence of the jtify;, t 
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Judge takes 
jury function | 

' ". c ‘ ,<i. > 

in Means trial 

. * ' * < 

FARGO, N.D. (AP) — In a surprise 
move Tuesday, the jury for the trial of 
Russell Means and Thomas Poor Bear 
was dismissed shortly after it? was j 
chosen and U .S. District judge Bruce 
Van Sickle said he would hear the case 
and issue the verdict himself. ‘ I 
The move came after defense "at- j 
torneys Richard, Baer and Irvin 
Nodland, both of: 1 Bismarck, requested 
the jhry be,, dismissed after it Was. 
learned a co-defendant’of Means itis 
another case tried in Rapid City., S.K, j 
was found guilty of murder Tuesdajy 
’morning and sentenced to life im¬ 
prisonment. ... y - 

! Means is expected to goon trial later 
' this month in Rapid City in connection ! 
with the incident at a Scenic, S.D. bar ! 
that left one man dead. ; ..i* } »•- 4 

Defense counsel said jurors in the 
trial of Means and Poor Bear, who are, 
v charged with interfering; With ah’ 
ficer of the Bureau of. Indian Affairs in. 
an: altercation at the Standing Rock In-. 
dian Reservation last June'7, iwould be 
prejudiced when they learned of the 
RapidiCity count’s action.' 

UJS. attorney Hal Bullis objected to 
the motion, but withdrew it later in the ( 
day .after. Van Sickle 1 said the jury. 
would: be sequested for the duration of 
the trial to prevent thein from learning 
of the information.,, 

Van Sickle agreed to dismiss the jury 
shortly after 6 p.m. after a full panel t 
had. already been chosen. \ 

- Van, Sickle had transferred his court' 

from Bismarck to Fargo after it was 

determined .Means and Poor Bear could 

not get a fair trial in the capital city $ 

.hpraxise of widespread prejudice 

SgS^ndians.. 
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Means to be tfie? ~] 
in Rapid City t 


The murder trial of Russell Means m\ 
wiiLnotbe mpved‘!to Pierrdraftef all, it 
was decided ihjesdayin aire^tridl; con¬ 
ference in Rapid City. I 

Meansiad^^beenfcheddi^ip^.tilM; 
; .Aprii , '26;ifi: Rapid dbrfof the March; 1, 
i97i> shooting death nf Martin Monti- 
leaux in the Longhorn Bar in Scenic. 

Mbnday Circuit Judge Marshall 
Young ordered the trial to begin in 
Pierre on May 3, due to % a' defense con¬ 
tention that Means could not receive a 
fair trial in Western South Dakota^ 
However, Tuesday the defense stdod 
on its original motion to have the trial 
moved, today Cduntyi and refused to 
givc f up their right to have the trial in j 
Penriiiigtoh County. y . j 

When the court denied! the motion. to j 
, move the trial to Vermillion in Clay j 
County, that put the trial back tnHapid 
! City i Young, exptainbdi if ^ ■ 

Means is now scheduled to be triediin \ 
? Rapid City beginningMay 3. Nd^ftirther j 
changes are expected. sinceTUesday’^ | 
jwhs the last scheduled ^pretrii} 'cdil- \ 
l ference - before the tHal," Yourig saidi i i 

u 


S 
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moved from Custer k 

GU STER —’-RusielfMeans and D&vid 
: Hill will 

: judge-ruled: here Monday. / 

Circuit Judge Jbhft Jones grahtediithe 
change of venuei put’StipiM^ 
two would berried together on Charges 
stemming from: the1973 r ^iister Court¬ 
house demonstration' . ’I 

The J udge -said That a definite trial 
date and hearing oii other motions in. 
the case-would t>e heard ’hereJune 11, 
The trial is- tentatively : Scheduled 'for 
September* ti 

Means faces^ trial ow charges : of asr 
sault with' a dangerous:, weapon; riot 
where arson wafc cbniiriitted, one count 
of arson hnd three. counts: of secbrid de¬ 
gree arson* . ’ 

Hill is. charged with dssault; with a 
■j dangerous weapon,, riot where arson 
was -committed and* three counts of 
doh sp iracy tb commit arsori♦ 


I 
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Trial for THOMAS RICHARD POOR BEAR, and RUSSELL 
CHARLES MEANS held in U.S. District Court at Fargo, North • 
Dakota, April 6-9, 1976; and in U.S. District' Court at 
Bismarck, North Dakota, April 12-13, 1976. 

On April 13, 1976, a Judgment of Acquittal, signed 
—"by BRUCE M. VAN SICKLE, Judge, was filed in U.S. District Court 
at Fargo, North Dakota, in the action entitled United States 
of America, Plaintiff, vs. THOMAS RICHARD POOR BEAR, Defendant, 
as follows: 

’’The Defendant, THOMAS RICHARD POOR BEAR, having 
• moved for Judgment of Acquittal pursuant to Rule 29(a) of 
the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, upon the conclusion 
of the Plaintiff's case; this Court finds that the evidence 
is insufficient to sustain a conviction of the offense charged 
in the Indictment, and it is therefore, ordered and adjudged 
that the Defendant be, and he is hereby acquitted, and the 
Defendant is ordered released and his bond exonerated.” 

On April 13, 1976, a Judgment of Acquittal, signed 
by BRUCE M. VAN SICKLE, Judge, was filed in U.S. District 
Court, Bismarck, North Dakota, in the action entitled United 
States of America, Plaintiff, vs. RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, 
Defendant, as follows: 

"The above-named Defendant, RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, 
having- heretofore entered his plea of Not Guilty to the charge 
contained in the Indictment on file herein, and having, in 
writing, waived his right to jury trial and trial before the 
Court having been completed; Now, therefore, the Court having 
heard the testimony of the parties and their witnesses, and 
haying duly considered the same, together with the documentary 
‘ evidence introduced by the respective parties and the argument 
of counsel, this Court finds that the Plaintiff has failed to 
prove the elements of the charge contained in the Indictment. . 
It is ordered and adjudged that said Defendant, RUSSELL CHARLES 
MEANS, is Not Guilty as charged in the Indictment and the said 
Defendant be, and he is hereby discharged, and his bond is % 
exonerated." 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (89-231) (C) 


from : SA 



date: 9/13/76 


subject: 



On 9/13/76, at the request of | States 

Attorney, Morton County, Ma ndan. North Dakota. a cony o r v cne FD-302 
reflecting the interview of | Yat es, 

North Dakota, at Fort Yates on 4-/1/'/5, was furnished to| |for 

possible use in the trial of MEANS on State of North Dakota Charges. 
Arraignment in that case is scheduled for 9/23/76. 
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RussellMeans^American-IndianiMov^tnentleader.is-to'bfe 
arraigned in:Mtoton.Gounty.CistriCt GoUrlaK2 p.m. Nov;, 23,; 
according to ah order filed:Wednesday with the clerk of court 
in Mahdani, 

State District Judge Eiigene Burdick* Williston, who filed 
.the order, was appoiritedby the State Supreme.CoiiMp;hear' 
the Morton, County case after Means’ attorney, Richard 
Baer, requested a change of judge. ■ 

Means ischarged withaggr dvated assault ds a restijtof ah 
incident on JUne7,1975, in a.Fort,Rice bar in whichiMeanS is 
■* alleged to. have struck a bar patron with a rfflei hult. .... 

Baer also asked.'tlie coUrt to move the trial tbanolher area. 
Hedaimsthe cotmlyis prejudiced agaihst'American Indians 
and Means, and'that a fair triatcahhofebe -helif'here; . 

Mbi-tori County State’s,My. iRidtardtSchrtell-ihaS'resisfM 
the - move and requested the trial be held in Mqrtpn County; ■ 

tiS v SintlY ‘fVniTI tV r 


Xieiiasasivcru liib .juu&C r iv:ucUtaK3i me ww w 

but io hear it in the Morton CoUnty.CouE^ipu^e to Marxian due* 
to tile inadequacy of court facilities Jh. Fort Yates, - 
The jury could be firaWn from' SioUx CountyV which,Jhe 
said, is the only alhrMeryatioi^tinty in the state *of North. 
Dakota. \ i , , : j 

The judge has not ruled, on; me-unotipn to niovp the court 
trial ■» ■’ 
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Fine-,'Suspended-Jail Term Given 




Former Ani;ericaii Indian 
Movement leader Russell 
Means pleaded guilty through 
hiS'attbrney Tuesday in-Morton 
County . District Court io a 
simple assault charge Stem-, 
mihg-fFoma clash in the Fort 
Rice Bar Juiie'7,. 

District, 'Judge Eugehe 
'Burdick of WiUlston excused 
Means from the arraignment 
proceedings;sp:he couldiattend. 
a United. Nations Treaty 
Conference in. New,York City. 

* Richard Baer,- Means-' 
Bismarck attorney, submitted 
a. two-page /* notarized 
statement signed: .by Mdahs 
pleading "guHtsf to the simple 
assaidtrchargeresu]ting,from:a * 
plea-bafgained^greemeht. 

Means origihdjly -had been * 
phargbd under the- old^orth 
Dakota Century Code witK; a 
feldhy complaint di: the 
aggravated .assault of Arlen 


Hettich^ Huff Jr by striking him 
in- the face with .a rifle butt, 

In accepting the plea,. 
Burdick finedMeans $100, tube 
paid - immediately',, and 
.sentenced him to 30 days in, 
Mortort -County jail, suspended 
for 18 months under old Cen¬ 
tury Code provisions bn-com 
dition Means obey all federal 
.and state Jan|5. 

The agreement further 
required :that Means pay $60ih 
for attorney fees: incurred: by - 
the bounty for' a public 
. defender," and'.pay $17 to. the 
Ebrt^RiceBaraSrestitutipmfor* 
beer andc^arettesithken^after 
the fight. ' 

Baer submitted- a: certified: 
checkiotfte court for with 
$1W to’pay thefine, $30b to.pay T 
half: the attorney^ fees,, and. the 
remamdiefto' cover restitution 
to; (he bar.. 

: The Fort Ride;'Bar incident 
Was; apparently; Related: td -aV 


confrontation iii which Means , 
was woUnded duriiig a struggle 
between Bureau of Indian; 


Russell 


Means 


Affairs; Lt„ Pat Kelly and 
Riqhard ThomaS Poor Bear, 
2lj Rbsebu.d, ;Si £% r near 'the 
' Cannon’Ball Bridge in. northern 
Sioux County. 'Resetvation 
official^ had bde/i?nOtified ? that 
those, involved in the bar in¬ 
cident Were headed towardtfte" 
feserydfloh./ 

'Means was hospitalized for' 
aboutra;week imBismarcklrHe 
and Poor ^Bear wote charged 



with interfering with Kelly in 
the: performance, of his duties. 
The; charge;- agai nst 'Po or Bear 
was later dismissed and: Means, 
wasacquittedby Judge Btuce. 
Van Sickle in April during, a 
b enchorial in'federal district 
court. - ' ; , 

No testimony, or written 
statements' were submitted 
'during the court proceedings' 
Tuesday detailing the cir¬ 
cumstances surrounding the 
■Fort Rice Bar'clash: •• 

Richard Schnell, Mortou 
'County; states attorney, 
related:. after :the proceedings 
that Means-. was:’One : ol seyeri; 
persons who..entered" the Fort, 
Rich gar looking for a pbrspii 
identified as, Dennis Burger. 

$ chnetlsaid he hasbeemunable' ^ 
id. esjabfiSh'%h§t "interest the : - 
Means : grpup bad in BUrger 
The-' group; reportedly 
believed rthat Retticlr wasthe\ 

* man* they were Seeking,, ani a 
* ' l- $ P 


fight ensued, Schnell said. At 
some time during the clash, 
Means reportedly struck 
jRettich imthe face with- a:rjfld 
that the group had-brought into 
the’tavern. 

Dirlyp Schramm, Mandan* 
..who .si|ried the initial cpiti- 
plaintagainst Means,, alsoy/as 
attacked ,^but coiridnotidentifU: 
his' Assailants because hill- 
jacket was polled over ’hj| 
head, SchneU said ScBTamit) 
was’.ahle ta^idehtify Means as; 
thd;person-whpstrack. Hettich 
With; tlie rifles' SchrielD-acided, 

Schnell reported - during 
court, proceedings tbatEeUich: 
is-a^higgedl 1 person and^did 
mot feCeive 1 ,a- serious, injury 
from ;the; blow as-had been: 
initially ,thought,- . . 

~ T^r^ptfa-ba rgaiirdd; 
agreement on the assault 
charge changed the original 
wording of the felony c6rh 
(^eeM^ANS,Page2) ~ 
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j Means - ' 

I (Continued from Page t) ’ 

plaint to delete the statement * 
that Hettich was assaulted* , 
“with.intent to do'great ibddily . 
harm by strilung^him witLthe ; 
butt of .a; rifle” to Means “did j 
use for£e and violence upoh the ] 
person of Arleri Hettich .by $ 
striking Kim.” . . .. * > 

Burdick,, who had been afH 
pointed to the case%.the<iState , 
Supreme^CourtlastOctojaerat 
the request of the* defense, ;said. 
it was riotunheard,of to excuse 
a defendant from arraignment- 
proceedings while pleading * 
guilty to riiis&emeaner; 

He,said such action -does not 
happen very often, but ; is ; 
permissible unjier North j 
Dakota* court’ procedures. He#j 
[said that if .the (bargebadbeen I r 
iretained as a felony, Means r 
{would have been ?re<jui^ed* tor, 
(appear. l nl 
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